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AGRICULTURAL SURVEYS. 3 


BY THE ” 
OD PRESIDENT _ 5 | 
Or THE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE. 0 


——— YO e 


A BOARD eſtabliſhed for the Ren 1 
eſſential enquiry, into the Agricultural State, and the 
means of promoting the internal improvement of a powerful 
Empire, will neceſſarily have it in view, to examine the 
ſources of publick proſperity, in regard to various import- 
ant particulars. Perhaps the following is the moſt natural 
order for carrying on ſuch 1 PI inveſtigations ; namely, 
ag = 
The riches to be obtained from the ſurface af the na- 
2. The mineral os A reaſures of which the 
country is poſſeſſed, 
43 be ei in ticket he 
nals, inland navigations, coaſts, and fiſheries. And, 
4. The means of promoting the improvement of the 
people in regard to their health, induſtry, and morals, 
founded on a ftati/lical ſurvey, or a minute and care- 
ful enquiry into the actual ſtate of every parochial 
neee, 
e „ 


v 0 


— — OI EE TIES —— 2 
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Under one or other of theſe heads, every point of real 
importance, that can tend to promote the general happineſs 
of a great nation, ſeems to be included. 

Inveſtigations of ſo extenſive and ſo complicated a nature 
muſt require, it is evident, a conſiderable ſpace of time before 
they can be completed. Differing indeed in many reſpects 


from each other, it is better perhaps that they ſhould be 


undertaken at different periods, and ſeparately conſidered. 
Under that impreſſion, the Board of Agriculture has hitherto 
directed its attention to the firſt point only, namely, the 
cultivation of the ſurface, and the reſources to be derived 
from it. 

That the facts eſſential for ſuch an inveſtigation kat be 


collected with more celerity and advantage, a number of in- 
telligent and reſpectable individuals were appointed, to furniſh J 


the Board with accounts of the ſtate of huſbandry, and the 
means of improving the different diſtricts of the kingdom. 
The returns they ſent were printed, and circulated by every 


means the Board of Agriculture could deviſe, in the diſtricts Mf 


to which they reſpectively related; and in conſequence of 
that circulation, a great maſs of additional valuable informa- 
tion has been obtained. For the purpoſe of communicating 
that information to the publick in general, but more eſpe- 
cially to thoſe counties the moſt intereſted therein, the Board 
has reſolved to reprint the Survey of-each County, as ſoon 
as it ſeemed to be fit for publication; and among ſeveral 
equally advanced, the counties of Norfolk and Lancaſter 
were pitched upon for the commencement of the propoſed Mi 
publication; it being thought moſt adviſable to begin with WF 
one county on the Eaſtern, and another on the Weſtern MM 

coaſt of the Iſland, When all theſe Surveys ſhall have been 
thus re-printed, it will be attended with little difficulty to 
draw up an abſtra& of the whole (which will not probably 


Thus every made in the kingdonr' may have, | 


r vd Lo oe 


w - - 


T 2 1 


exceed tuo or three volumes. quarto) to be lai peer his 
Majeſty, and both Houſes of Parliament; and afterwards a 


general Report on the preſent ſtate of the country, and the | 


means of its improvement, may be ſyſtematically arranged, | 
according to the various ſubjects connected with agri - 


1. An account of the dane; of his own particular 


county; or, 

2. A general view of the reh late of the wot 
at large, according to the counties, or diſtricts, into 
which it is divided; or, CC | 

3. An arranged ſyſtem of information on agricu Fub- 
jets, whether accumulated by the Board ſince its 
eſtabliſhment, or previouſly known; | 

And thus information reſpecting the Rate of the kingdom, 
and Agricultural knowledge in 11 will be attainable 


with every poſſible advantage. 


In re- printing theſe Reports, it was judged neceſfary, that 
they ſhould be drawn up according to one uniform model; 
and after fully conſidering the ſubject, the following form 
was pitched upon, as one that would include in it all the 


= particulars which it was neceſſary to notice in an Agricul- 


tural Survey. As the other Reports will be re- printed in 
the ſame manner, the reader will thus be enabled to find 


out at once, where any nenn 


nee 


» 4: 
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PLAN or THE RE-PRIN TED REPORTS. 
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Sect. 1. Eſtates, and their Management. | 
2.— Tenures. | 
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Where the quantity is „ the information n. the 
crops commonly cultivated may be arranged under the following heads: 


eparation tillage ho 
1. Pre | Z 6. Culture bill weed 250 
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2» Sort. 5 q 7. Harveſt. ERS 

3. Lee e | | 8. Threſhing. 

4. Seed (quantity ſown.) | 9+ Produce, _ 

5. Time of ſowing. I.. Manufacture of 5 


In general the ſame heads will fuit the following grains: 


Barley. Oats. Beans. Rye. Peaſe, Buck-wheat. 
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' PERF ECTION i in hacks inquiries | is not in the power 
of any body of men to obtain at once, whatever may be the 
extent of their views, or the vigour of their exertions, Tf | 
Lewis XIV. eager to have his kingdom known, and poſ- 
ſeſſed of boundleſs power to effect it, failed ſo much in the 
attempt, that of all the provinces in his kingdom, only one 
was ſo deſcribed as to ſecure the approbation of poſterity ;® 
it will not be thought ſtrang e that a Board, poſſeſſed of 
means ſo extremely limited, mode find it difficult to reach 


even that r of L which, * 4 have 


dee Voltaire's 5 of Lewis XIV. vol. ii. p. 127, 128, 1 1752. 

The following extract from that work will explain the — 
above alluded to. 

« Lewis had no Colbert, nor Louvois, when about the year 6 
for the inſtruction of the Duke of Burgundy, he ordered each of the 
6 intendants to draw up a particular deſcription of his province. By 
ce this means an exact account of the kingdom might have been ob- 
6 tained, and a juſt enumeration of the inhabitants. It was an uſeful 


« work, though all the intendants had not the capacity and attention 


« of Monſieur de Lamoignon de Baville. Had what the king directed 
« been as well executed in regard to every province, as it was by this 
« magiſtrate in the account of Languedoc, the collection would have 
6 been one of the moſt valuable monuments of the age. Some of them 
« are well done; but the plan was irregular and imperfect, becauſe all 
« the intendants were not reſtrained to one and the ſame. It were to 
„be wiſhed, that each of them had given, in columns, the number of 


e inhabitants in each election; the nobles, the citizens, the labourers, 


= « and uniformity,”? 


« the artiſans, the mechanics, the cattle of every kind; the good, the 
« indifferent, and the bad lands; all the clergy, regular and ſecular; 
« their revenues, thoſe of the towns, and thoſe of the communities. 

« All theſe heads, in moſt of their accounts, are confuſed and im- 
perfect; and it is frequently neceſſary to ſearch with great care and 


7 pains to find what is wanted. The deſign was excellent, and would 


« haye been of the 
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been attainable with more extenſive powers. The candid 
Reader cannot expect in theſe Reports more than a certain 
portion of uſeful information, ſo arranged as to render them 
a baſis for further and more detailed enquiries. The atten- 
tion of the intelligent Cultivators of the kingdom, however, 
will doubtleſs be excited, and the minds of men in general 
gradually brought to conſider favourably of an undertaking, 
which will enable all to contribute to the national ſtores of 
knowledge, upon topicks ſo truly intereſting as thoſe which 
concern the Agricultural intereſts of their country; intereſts, 
which on juſt principles never can be improved, until the 
preſent ſtate of the kingdom be fully known, and the means 

of its future improvement aſcertained with minuteneſs and 
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 SOMERSETSHIRE RE-PRINTED REPORT. 


1 following Remarks on the preſent ſtate of Agri- 
culture in the county of Somerſet having been made 
vithout an actual ſurvey, thoſe readers who are converſant 
with the ſubje& will be able, no doubt, (9 ROPE 
deli errors, and omiſſions. 

The Writer, however, preſumes, that though he may. nod. 
have ſpecifically and expreſsly touched on all the practices 
and improvements of the beſt farmers, yet that no kind or 

claſs of theſe matters has been abſolutely overlooked. 
le does not profeſs to have given a compleat detail of 
the various branches of rural management, but to have dif- 
cuſſed the moſt important articles belonging thereto; and he 
has done his utmoſt to treat the ſubject in ſuch a manner, 
and to expreſs his meaning in ſuch a language, as might be 

beſt adapted! to the men 
common farmers. 

Should the ſubject of 2 Sc. the Waſte Lands, be 
| thought by ſome to occupy too much room, the writer in- 
treats them to weigh in their own minds, whether any thing, 
ſo nearly related to publick as well as individual good, can 
be too diffuſely handled, or too ſtrongly recommended. 
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«„ _ PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS, 
To the following Gentlemen the writer is indebted for | 


- valuable information, and he begs leave to expreſs his 


Mr. PzrK1Ns, of Oakhill near Shepton-Mallet. 

Mr. AupzR Don, of Henlade near Taunton. 

Mr. WHrrTMAR68H, of Batts near ditto. 

Mr. A#zanAam, of White-Lackington. | 

Pan MaTTHEwe, of Bath, Secretary to the Agricultural 
Society. 

Mr. Packxr, of Cranmoor. 

Mr. Cxock ER, of Frome. 

Mr. Lock, of Brent. 

Mr. Wnrvee, of Sand near Wells. 

Mr, Puirrzu, of Mere near ditto. 

Mr. Kind Dou, of Milverton near Taunton, 

Mr. Davis, of Longleat, Wilts. © e 

Mr. PALFREMAN, of North Devon. „„ 


Rev. Unwin CLarke, of Monkdilver,” 


as odd ts gs ad whe. from: 


practical knowledge, were competent to the taſk, withheld 
their communications, from an i/l-founded apprehenſion, 


that the etabliſhment of a Board of Agriculture was pre- 
paratory. to additional taxation under ſome form or other. 
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| GEOGRAPHICAL STATE AND 
== CIRCUMSTANCES. | 


Sxcr. 1g and Extent. | 2 5 ET 


QOMERSETSHIRE: is a maritime county, in the” 
South-weſt part of England, having the Briſtol Channel 


Briſtol, on the North Wiltſtüre on the Euſt—and Devon- 
ſhire on the South and South-Weſt, 
Its form js oblong, being in length from North-eaft'to 
South-weſt 80 miles—in breadth from Taſt to Weſt about 
36 miles—and in circumference about 200 miles. 

The reporter cannot with abſolute preciſion ſtate the total 
amount of acres. of -the.-nupaber..of-inhalltnates ths. chie 
county; but he conceives the former to be about one million 
of acres, and the latter about three hundred thouſand. 


average value per acre of the incloſed and. cultivated land is 


not leſs now than twenty-five ſhillings per annum; and at 


the Revolution the total annual valge Was eſtimated at. 


8 375,000l, 
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315,000). . The different appropriations of this abe of 
joy be errand 36 he Mong wg: 


' Publick and private road.! — 15,000 

Rivers, lakes, ponds, &. — 28,500 

5 Woods and plantations - r ß 0,000 
Meadow and paſture land incloſed 2 $84,500 

Marth and fen-land unincloſed — 30, ooo 

Arable and convertible land incloſed  —— 260,000 
Common fields? —— — 20,000 © 

# 1,000,000 


— — — 


The ſea - coaſt is very irregular, . projecting 
into lofty and rocky promontories, and in others receding 
into fine bays, with flat and level ſhores. From Stert point 
northward, the coaſt is flat, and compoſed of vaſt ſand- 
banks repelling the inundation of the ſea, which, in ancient 
times, waſhed over theſe ſhoals, and flowed up into the 
country, covering with its waters that extenſive territory 
now called Breni-Harſb. The fea, after its general retire- 
ment, paid frequent viſits to theſe parts; and it was found 
neceſſary, to the ſecurity of the country, to eſtabliſh a 


© ® Since this account was taken, ſundry acts of parliament have 
been paſſed, and are now- pending, for the inclofing, draining, and 
dividing of more than 18,000 acres of marſh and fen land, and 20,000 
acres of common fields and uncultiyated waſtes. . Fifteen bills of in- 
cloſure have been brought into parliament this ſeſſion (1797) for this 
county only, whilſt, in the adjoining county of Devon, not a ſingle 
application has been made in this century. This is the more extra. 
e 
county. 


4 Commiſion 
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or SOMERSETSHIRE, „ 
ambers of which ſhould exa- 


connected with the ſea, and order the requiſite cleanſings 
and reparations. The firſt commiſſion of this kind upon 


record, was in 13043 and the like ee ee to. 
comma 1 | | 


 Sxer: e e 
Somerſeſhire in ches to in zur ion, is divided into 


two parts, eaſtern and weſtern. The firſt containing 19 
hundreds, the latter 21 hundreds. It has beſides 7 liberties, 


2 cities, 7 boroughs, 29 market-towns, 1 biſhoprick, Zuck : 
RO 13 Jeanterien; een | 5 


Szcr. 3.—Climate.. 1 CE 
G of ground, it may A | 


poſed, that the climate is various. Near the ſea-coaſt winter 


is ſcarcely felt; and from Minehead and Dulverton on the 


welt, to Milborne-Port and Wincanton on the eaſt, the cli- 


mate (Quantock, Branden, and Dunkry hills excepted) is 


mild and temperate. As you approach the northern dif- 
tri, and aſcend Poulden hill, it changes arid becomes more 


cold and boiſterous; and when you proceed farther. north- | 
ward, and gain the ſummit of Mendip hills, you feel your- 
ſelf, comparatively, in Lapland. The perpendicular altitude 


of Mendip hills, compared with the town en 
ſuppoſed to be at leaſt 1 100 feet. 


Seed time and harveſt greatly vary in Ae bs of 
the county: the mountainous parts being nearly a month 


| ater than the vales; for which reaſon, it is found right, on 
wn OT ene ſuch as 1 . . | 


Colliſon and Rack's duns of aebi 
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20d Brandon! hills, to ſow 2 fortnight earlier in the autumi 
and a fortnight later in the ſpring, than is generally recom- 
pains cf ae e. 


sxrer. 4 bl and. Surface: 25 


re eue of foll and general produce, this county 
' ſtands eminently bigh in reputation, The plains are re- 
markable for their luxuriant herbage, which furniſhes not | 
on a ſufficiency for its own conſumption, but alſo a con- 

ſiderable ſurplus for other markets: London, Briſtol, Sa- 
yon and other parts of the kingdom, are annually ſup- 
-plied with fat oxen, ./bzep, and hogs, together with cyder, 
cheeſe, butter, and many other articles, in great abundance. 
Nor are the hills by any means deficient in their arable pro- 
ductions; yet it maſt be admitted, that its vicinity to the 
Briſtol Channel; which fills the air with watery vapours un- 
favourable to the ripening of corn, particularly in the 
weltern diſtrifts, induces a preference in favour of grazing 
and dairy huſbandry: and in conſequence thereof, vaſt quan- 
counties of Wilts and Dorſet, to the amount of at leaſt 
one hundred thouſand quarters—by which, the county 
would be drained of its money, were it lan om 
. which are nes in return. . 


MOUNTAINS, 


The farface of ihe inland parts is e bay bun 
rich level plains, and bold aſpiring woods. The moſt noted 
hills are, Quantacl, Brandon and Dunkry, Mendip, Poulden, 


2 goes and wet, a et As White 1 and 


4 | Theſi of tht mounains may e . ſtated; A, 


&c. (ſituated between the town of Taunton and the ſea) 
. a thin 
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a thin variable ſoil, covering a looſe ſhelly rock, interſperſed 
with occaſional lime-ſtone. . Poulden- hill, (between Bridg- 
water and Glaſtonbury) a ſtrong ſurface, covering a bed of 


clay or marl. Mendip-hilli, (between the city of Wells and 
Briſtol.) Broadfield and Leigh-down, (near Briſtol) a gravelly 


loam on a lime- ſtone rock. LZanſdewn, (near Bath) a free- 


ſtone grit. N hita- dun, (near Chard) variable. Black- 
down, (on the confines of Devon) a thin ſurface of black 
earth on a bed of ſand or gravel, Almoſt every ſpecies f 


ſoil (chalk excepted, of which there is only a ſmall portion 
in the eaſtern diviſion) may be found in different parts of 


Fo RESTS, | 
Its antient foreſts are, Seliwood, near Pa ; Modi ih, 


between Frome and the Briſtol Channel; 3 Exmoor, between 
the port of Watchet and the north-welt part of Devon; 


Nerache, near Urminſterz = and North-Petherton;® near r Bridg- 


ba e < 


Moons. a frm , mn ; : 
2 4 he principal Moors =. 1 
King-Sedgmoor, near Bridg water. 
Eaft-Sedgmoor, between Wells and Gi 
Weſt-Sedgmoor, between Taunton and Langport. 
North-moor and Stanmoor, near the iſle of Athelney, 


bd x: 4 


Common moor, near Langport, 


Weſt- moor, Curry anc Fay-moor, near r North-Cirry. 
Kings-moor, between Ilcheſter and Somerton. 4 
W on the river Lee, | 


„The pariſh of Noth e at he ray era, conliſt ks * 


good arable and paſture land as any in the county; and may, I be- | 


e e at the average annual value of 405. per acre. J. B. 


Brent- 4 


# 
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| Brent-marſh, on the river Brue and Ax. 
Weſton-moor, near Uphill. 
Banwell and Smeath moors ner Curl, 
Kenn-moor, near Yatton, 
Nailſea-moor, north of Kenn. 
Clapton - moor, between Clapton and Wirton, 
Of theſe many have been incloſed, drained, and improved, 
in the courſe of the WT Oey Pn; as will be noticed 


1 5,—M nerals, G. 


= This county produces lead, copper, iron, lapis 1 
{i} | = manganeſe, coal, lime-flone, paving-/lone, tiling- Mone, free, 
| „ A -earth, marl, and ochre. © | 


Secr. 6.—IVater, i yo 


I be principal rivers are, the Avon, Ax, Brue, 3 
Yow, Cale, Chew, Tone, Frome, Ivel, Ex, and Barl. 

Of theſe, four only are navigable, viz. the Avon, from 
Bath to Briſtol, 16 miles; the Brue, from Briſtol Channel 
to Highbridge, 2 miles; the Parret, from Stert-Point to 
Langport, about 20 miles; and the. T owe, from Taunton 

to Boroughbridge, 8 miles, 

For the ſake of perſpicuity I ſhall divide the county in into 
three diſtricts: the firſt comprehending the tract of land 
included between the ports-of Uphill and Kingroad on the 

| welt, and the towns of. Bath and Frome on the caſt, This 
1 ſhall call the north- eat diſtrict. 

% „ 
ion of land which is bounded by the Mendip hills on the 
north, Bridgwater-bay on the weſt, and the town of Chard 

on the ſouth. | 

The full. un diviion will occupy the remainder, | 

NORTH= 
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vonrn. PAST DISTRICT. n 
| Seer. 1. Climate, Soil, and Surface. - «1 b 4 
The ſurface of this diſtrict being very irregular, a 


mixed with lofty hills and rich fertile plains, the climate is 


conſequently exceedingly varied. On the weſtern fide, in- 
cluding the hundreds of Winter-Stoke and Portbury, the 
| foil is, for the moſt part, a deep and rich mixture of clay and 
ſand; being originally a depoſit by the ſea, which, in antient 
times, flowed up a conſiderable way into that part of the 
country. Theſe Moor-lands, as they are called, are at the 
preſent time ſubject to frequent inundation; and ſometimes, 
in rainy ſeaſons, are covered with water for four or five ſuceeſ- 


| _ five months. The luxuriant herbage produced by theſe 


lands, when cleared from ſtagnant water, is ſuch as to in- 
duce, in the mind of a man fond of national WHORE 
an ardent wiſh to ſee them completely drained. "Rs 

This, I think, might be effected in the following way: 
Let a ſluice or dam be built at the outlet of the river Yeo or 
Yow, the apron of which ſhould be placed near low-water 
mark. It is not neceſſary to deſcribe theſe ſluices, or outlets, 


1 as they are common to moſt counties bordering on the ſea. _ 
= Suffice it to ſay, that theſe buildings are furniſhed with fold- 


ing doors, which ſhut at the influx of the tide, and open on 
; its retreat. From a ſluice thus erected, let the bed of the 


river be lowered to an inclined plane of one foot in a mile. 


This is ſuffcient to produce a current, and it will prevent 


any great depoſit of ſediment, Let the bottom be contrat- 
ed in its breadth, ſo that the water in time of floods may run 
with ſufficient rapidity to cleanſe it of mud. In regard to 
the dimenſions and expence of ſuch a main drain, the reader 
ſhall be informed when we come to treat of Sedgmoor, 
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In the pariſhes of Congreſbury, Yatton, Banwell, Winſ⸗ 
combe, Churchill, and Puxton, there are not leſs than three 


- thouſand acres ſubject to frequent inundation. All theſe 


lands diſcharge the greateſt part of their waters into the river 
Yeo, and are under the inſpection of the Commiſſioners of 
Water-Sewers; but the powers veſted in theſe commiſſi- 
oners by Parliament are not ſufficient to enable them to di- 
vert the courſe of the river, or to effect a radical cure. 
The tide lows nearly ſeven miles up the river Veo; and 
at ſix miles from the mouth of the river the ſpring-tides flow 
five feet above the level of the adjacent lands. | 
This would be effectually prevented by the dam before 
mentioned; and by cutting proper lateral drains, the whole 
_ diſtrict might be advanced in value 10s. or 15s. per acre: 
and all this might be done at an expence which two years 
profit would reimburſe. Nothing is neceſſary but effectual 
draining to make it as good land as any in the county, It 
requires no dung, or any extraneous manure, but may be 
kept in good heart by the contents of the ditches. _ 
© To the northward of this diſtrict lie the pariſhes of Kenn, 
Kingſton-Seymour, Cleveden, Nailſea, Chelvey, and Cla- 
verham, poſſeſſing near four thouſand acres, alike ſubject to 
inundation, | 
Theſe pariſhes are bent from the ſea by a wall built 
with ſtone and lime, and elevated ten feet above the level 
of the land within. High tides ſometimes overflow this 
wall, and when a ſtrong weſterly wind prevails, at the equi- 
noxes, the wall is frequently broken down by the impetuo= 
ſity of the waves, and large portions of the land are covered. 
Should this happen at the autumnal equinox, little injury 
is done; but if at the vernal, it kills the beſt graſs, and the 
crop of the enſuing ſummer is worth but little. Theſe lands 
diſcharge their n called the Little V cos. 
| 1.08 
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Ae ns rivers are ſluices, ae 
ſcribed, which prevent inundation from: the ſea; but being 
not made deep enough at their outlet, and the rivers, by 
which the waters are conveyed, not being properly bottomed, 
the country is ſubject to frequent /and-floods. This level i is 
ſuſceptible of the ſame improvement, by a complete drain- 
age, as the former. At the ſouth - weſt of this diviſion lie 
the pariſhes of Churchill, Hutton, Banwell, Locking, Weſ⸗ 
ton; ſuper-Mare, and Uphill, Theſe lands are for the moſt 
part occupied by dairy or grazing farmers, and are ſubject 
to frequent overflowings of the river, which runs through a 
dam or ſluice at Uphill. It is preſumed, that if the bed of 
the river at Uphill, and the ſluice through which the water 
is diſcharged, were deepened three feet, the evil would i in a 
great degree be removed. | 
Proceeding northward from hence you aſcend Leigh- 
down. This is a tract of elevated land, extending from 
Cleveden to the Hot-Wells, near Briſtol. It is principally 
fed with ſheep, and conſiſts of nearly three thouſand acres. 
A large portion of this down will not admit of cultivation, 
te lime-ſtone rock being within two or three inches of the 
ſurface, Tt is probable that this land will pay more as paſ- 
ture than any other way, But the chief inconvenience ariſes 
from the unlimited right of ſtocking, by which it is bur- 
thened with double the number it ought to have; the breed 
of neat cattle is greatly injured; and, in reſpect to ſheep, the 
quantity of wool leſſened. To illuſtrate this obſeryation, 
reſpecting over-ſtocking, I ſhall ſtate a caſe in point, A far 
mer of this diſtrict, ſome years fince, put twenty-five head 
of ſteers and heifers into a piece of commonable land: the 
ſpring being unfavourable to the purchaſe of cattle, and a 
conſiderable fatality having prevailed the preceding winter, 
the common was moderately ſtocked; in conſequence of 
C2 | which 
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* Others following his example, he, to his great mortification, 
found that, inſtead A gre he ere a loſs rege one 


incliſing and dividing of commons, even in caſes where the 


la wore by and by. 


water, that little can be done, and in all probability millions 
in value may remain concealed in the bowels of this moun- 


it by cutting a level, or audit, through its nnn 


Certainly ſmall, the advantage poſſibly great. But there are many con- 
ol Parliament, compenſation to the owners of pitches already made 


will alſo, moſt probably, be expected by the proprictors of land, that 


which a profit of two pounds per head was made between 

the months of April and November, Encouraged by this 
ſucceſs, and flattering himſelf with the proſpect of ſimilar 
profit, he purchaſed the next year one hundred head; but 


hundred pounds, 
From theſe premiſes, may it not be fairly inferred, that this 


plough cannot prudently be introduced, are beneficial both 
to the individual and the public; as the owner can then ap- 
portion his ſtock to the quantity and quality of his land, and 
can have them at all times under his _ But of this ſub- 


SECT. 5. Adnerals, &c. 


The Mendip hills are famous for their mines, particularly 
eee eee Ihe former are nearly ex- 
hauſted, or at leaſt the deep working is ſo incumbered witn 


tain, till ſpirit enough be found in the country to perforate 


RO Aran to n Hole.“ 


-* A . ſimilar to this has Wa talked of i in a eee way for fe- 
veral years paſt, but no regular ſyſtem has been formed. It might 
eventually prove highly productive to the adventurers ; and, whether 
taken in a provincial or national view, be of great utility. Theriſk is 


comitant circumſtances which call for mature deliberation and able di- 
geſtion ; ſuch as the conſent of the proprietors of land, the authority 


agreeable to the laws of the foreſt, the incorporation of a company, 
the appointment of a treaſurer, clerk, manager, committee, &c. It 


more 


The 
e about one hundred and fifty yards; ſuch a tunnel 


the ſinking of the ſhaft or perpendicular pits, might lead to a 
diſcovery of veins. of lead hitherto unexplored, and perhaps 
as valuable as that now at Weſt-Chewton, which, tradition 
ſays, yielded 100,000/. within the ſpace of an acre. What 


aſcertain; but, for argument ſake, let us ſuppoſe it to be 
ioo, ooo. A thouſand ſubſcribers, at 1004, each, would ſuf- 


than one hundred workmen, and in all p 


beneficial to the adyenturers, and to the publick; and, even 
under the worſt ſuppoſition, the only loſs wag be that of 


In times paſt many thouſands à year de been mm 
paid to the ſee of Wells for the lord's ſhare (that is, one 
tenth) of the lead dug on the foreſt within the pariſh of Wells 
only; and is it not more than probable, that lead, like coal, 
may be moſt valuable in the deep? On Broadfield- down 
there are alſo veins of lead; and in the pariſhes of Rowberrow, 
Shipham, and Winſcomb, there are valuable mines of lapis 
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benefit, - Such expectation appears reaſonable, and from the fmall 
number of workmen that can poſſibly be employed on a level at the 
ſame time, the intereſt of the capital will be tully ſufficient for carrying 
on, not only the principal one, but alſo two or more others, from dif- 
ferent points, to thoſe parts where, from the antient working, therg is 
good cauſe for "OY to meet with ore, R. PAGET. | 


* 
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ie is about five miles, and the depth from the 


would not only convey off all water, but the driving it, or 


the expence of ſuch an adventure might be, I cannot exattly 15 


ice; and as no great number of men can, for want of room, 
be employed at the ſame time, I would propoſe that the prin- 
cipal money be veſted in government ſecurities, and the i in- 
tereſt only expended ; this would keep in conſtant pay more 
obability, before 
10, oool. were expended, diſcoveries: would be made [highly 


the intereſt of 1001. to each individual. gh. 


een This mineral is | ſometimes "pune within a 
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more khan one level be driven, that all might hag an a-equal, chance of . 
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yard of the ſurface, and ſeldom worked deeper than thirty 


fathoms. Between four and five hundred miners are con- 


ſtantly employed in this buſineſs, and the average price is 
about five pounds per ton. In the pariſhes of Compton- 
Martin and Eaſt-Harptry are alſo many mines of a ſimilar 
nature, and a conſiderable homber of men are een 
employed therein. + 

The general method of diſcovering e nd di- 


| redtion of theſe ſeams of ore (which lie at various depths, 


from five to twenty fathoms, in a chaſm between two benches 
of folid rock) is, by the help of the divining-rod, vulgarly 


called hing; and a variety of ſtrong teſtimonies are adduced 


in ſapport of this doctrine. Moſt rational people, however, 
give bur little credit to it, and conſider the whole as a tricl. 


Should the fact be allowed, it is difficult to account for it; 


and the influence of the mines on the haſel- rod ſeems to 


partake ſo muchi of the marvellous, as almoſt entirely to ex- 


clude the operation of known and natural agents. So con- 
fident, however, are the common miners of its efficacy, that 
they ſcarce ever fink a ſhaft but by its direction; and thoſe 


who are dexterous in the uſe of it, will mark on the ſurface 


the courſe and breadth of the vein; and after geg the 


— — 
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#8 There mad and ict Pi of de tm theſe cine 
in the weſt, through the whole tract of Mendip to Mells At the eaſtern 


extremity. At Merchant's-hill, in the pariſh of Binegar, ſeveral tons 


were raiſed ſome years ago. Tt was of very good quality, and more 


would have been landed, had not the influx of the water put a ſtop to 
the works. At the ſame time a large quantity was raiſed at Mells, re- 
markably pure, free from heterogeneous mixture, and of excellent 


quality. It did not there deſcend, in regular courſes, between the 
lime · ſtone rocks, but was found in large maſſes or hulks, lying hori- 
zontally, at about four or five feet from the ſurface, on a thin ſcale of 


free-ſtone which covered the rock; and it i» kigbly Ione that much 


e ee eee N. F. 


aſſiſtance 
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aſſiſtance of the rod, vill follow the fats uſe twenty ae. 
EY ym cr „ 


Thel Kats 5 Ons of U the Masur „dete, 
commonly called Lonp Cnoxz's Laws. | 


1 that this is a true copy of the we 
the king's exchequer, in the time of king Edward the'I'Vths 
ol a debate that was in the county of Somerſet, between the 
Lord Benfield, and the Tenants of Chewton, and the Prior 
of Green-Oare: the ſaid prior complaining unto the king of 
great injuries and wrongs that he had upon Mendip ; being | 
the king's foreſt, the ſaid king Edward commanded the lord 
| Chock, the lord chief juſtice of England, to go down into 
the county of Somerſet, to Mendipp, and fit in concord and 
peace in the ſaid county concerning Mendipp, upon pain 
of high diſpleaſure, The ſaid lord Chock fate upon Men- 
dipp on a place of my lords of Bath, called the Forge: 
where (as he commanded all the commoners to appear, and 
eſpecially the four lords royals of Mendipp; that is to ſay, 
the biſhop of Bath, my lord of Glaſton, my lord Bei 
the earl of Chewton, and my lord of Richmond, with all the 
appearance, to the number of ten thouſand people) a pro- 
clamation was made, to enquire of all the company how 
they would be ordered; then they, with one conſent, made 
anſwer, that they would be ordered and tryed by the four 
lords of the royalties; arid then the four lords royal were 
agreed, that the comminers of Mendip ſhould turn out their 
| cattle at their out- lets, as much the ſummer as they be able 
to winter; without hounding or pounding, upon whoſe 
grounds ſoever they went to take their courſe and recourſe. 
To which the ſaid four lords royal did put their ſeals ; and 

were e ſhould break the faid borids 
| ſhould 


| 4 
ſhould forfeit to the king a thouſand marks, kl 
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comminers their bodys and goods to be at the king's plea- 
ſure or command that doth either hound or pound. 

The old ancient occupation of miners in and upon Men- 
dipp, being the king's foreſt of Mendipp, within the county 
of Somerſet, being one of the four ſtaples of England, which 
have been exerciſed, uſed, and continued, through the faid 
foreſt of Mendipp, from the time whereof no man living 
hath. not MEAT, 28 hereafter doth particularly enſue the 
order. 

K. Firh, That if any man, whatſoever, he be, that oth 
. to venture his life to be a workman in the ſaid occu- 
pation, he mult firſt of all crave licence of the lord of the 
ſoyle where he doth purpoſe to work, and in his abſence, of 
his officers, as the lead- reave or bailiffe, and the * neither 
his officers can deny him. 5 

2. Item. That after the firſt licence bad the workman 
ſhall never need to aſk leave again, but to be at his free will 
to pitch within the foreſt, and to brake the ground where 
and in what place it ſhall pleaſe him, to his behalf and profit, 
uſing himſelf truſtily and truly. . | 

3. Item. If any man that : doth begin to pitch or groof 
ſhall heave his hackes through. two ways after the rake, 


Note, that he that doth throw the hacke muſt ſtand to the 


girdle or waiſt in the ſame groof, and then no man ſhall or 
may work within his hackes throwe, provided always that 
no man ſhall-or can keep but his wet and dry groof and 
his mark. | 
4. Item. That when a e have landed his oar, 
he may carry the ſame to cleanſing or blowing to what mi- 
nery it ſhall pleaſe him, for the ſpeedy making out of the 
ſame, ſo that he doth truly pay the lord of the ſoyle where 
W ee thereof. 
uot! „„ 
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F. Item. That if any lord or officer hath once given 
licence to any man to build, or ſet-up any hearth or waſh- 
ing- houſe, to waſh, cleanſe, or blow oar, he that once hath 
leave ſhall keep it for ever, or give it to whom he will, ſo 
that he doth juſtly pay his lott lead, which is the tenth 
pound, which ſhall be blown at the hearth or hearths; and 
| alſo that he doth keep it W N as the cuſtom doth 
require. 

6. Item. That if any man of that occupation doth pick 
or ſteal any lead or oare to the value of thirteen-pence half- 
penny, the lord, or his officer, may arreſt all his lead-works, 
houſe, and hearth, with all his groofs and works, and keep 
them as ſafely to his own uſe; and: ſhall take the perſon that 
hath ſo offended, and bring him where his houſe i is, or his 
work, and all his tools or inſtruments to the occupation be- 
longs as he uſeth, and put him into the ſaid houſe, and ſet 
fire on all together about him, and baniſh him from that 

occupation before the miners for ever. 
7. Item. If that perſon doth pick or ſteal there any more, | 
| hs ſhall be tryed by the law, for this law and cuſtom hath 
no more to do with him. | 

8. Item. That every lord of. the ſoyle owl to keep two 


miner-courts by the year, and to ſwear twelve men of the 


ſame occupation for the regreſs of miſdemeanors touching 
the mineries, | 

9. Item. That the lord or lords may 3 8 grant | 
manner of arreſts, viz. Firſt, for ſtrife between man and man, - 
for their works under the ground or earth. Secondly, for his 
own dutys for lead or oare, whereſpever he findeth it upon 


| duke ſame foreſt, 


10, Item. That if any man, by means of misfortune, 
take his death, as by falling of the earth upon him, by draw- 
ing or ſtifeling, or otherwiſe, as in time paſt many have been, 
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the workmen of the ſame occupation are bound to fetch him 


own coſts and charges, although he be forty fathome under 
any officer at large, ſhall not have io do with him in any 


_ COAL, 


This diſtrict abounds with coal, and with reſpect . to this 
article is reducible to the ſeparate divifions of Northern and 
Southern. The former, including the pariſhes of High- 
Littleton, Timſbury, Paulton, (with Clutton and Sutton 
adjoining to the weſt, and Camerton and Dunkerton to the 
eaſt of the diſtrict) Radſtock, and the northern part of 
Midſummer- Norton. The latter, the ſouthern part of 
Midſummer- Norton, Stratton on the Foſs, (Halcombe and 
Aſhwick adjoining the diſtrict) pup ren np Os = 
Mells. 

Theſe, meaning the latter, are what were heretofore 
known by the name of Mendip collieries, and probably they 
were once within the verge of that extenſive foreſt, though 
now in the midſt of old incloſures. They being ill fre- 
quently deſcribed in ordinary books of topography by the 
fame name, (now obſolete in the neighbourhood) this 
remark] was thought neceſſary for the purpols ef en 
tification. 

In the Northern collieries the ſtrata of coal form an incli- 
nation of the plane of about nine inches in the yard: theſe 
are in number nineteen. In thickneſs variable, from ten 
inches to upwards of three feet. If leſs than fifteen inches, 
they are ſeldom worked. Coal is now working generally 
from ſeventy to eighty fathoms in depth: in a few places 
deeper; and by a late introduction of machinery to raiſe it 

| by 
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bythe feam-engin, = much en SO RI 
be obtained. | 
Profits of working in the aggregate, by no means dual 
to the extent and riſque of the adventure; to a few works 
conſiderable; to the majority very moderate. 


The coal is of prime quality; pure and durable in W 


ing; firm, large, and of a ſtrong grain; which enſures its 
conveyance to almoſt any diſtance, without injury to its ap- 
pearance or quality, which cannot be exceeded in any part 
of the kingdom. Bath is the principal market of con- 
ſumption; to which may be added, the weſtern parts of 
Wiltſhire, and the next adjacent parts of Somerſetſhire. 
The quantity now raiſed is from fifteen hundred to two 
thouſand tons weekly.. A much greater can be ſupplied, 
ſhould an increaſed demand require it. Boys and men, to 


the number of fifteen hundred, are employed in working it, 
with wages ſufficiently Fan to rom ne 7 com- | 


fortable ſubſiſtence. 

An application is intended to be made to cada at 
the enſuing ſeſſion, for leave to cut two branches of a canal 
for the accommodation of the collieries of this northern 
diſtrict, to communicate with the rivers Avon and Kennett.+ 
Should the bill paſs, a conſiderable extenſion of ſale may be 
gamers Hh: ROTO The mene of the een is 


KK44 ˙ „„ — — 1 ; 9 


» As it may be a matter of . to all ſuch coal · works whoſe . 


ſituation in regard to water will admit of it, it ought to be noticed, 
that at Welton, a work in the northern part of Midſummer · Norton, 
the coal has lately been drawn up by a water wheel on a new eonſtruc 
tion; the machinery appendant to which is ſo contrived as to anſwer 
the purpoſe in the moſt perfect and cheap manner; the uſe of horſes, 


_ as in the old way, being entirely ſuperſeded; and the conſumption of 


fuel, as in the new way by the ſteam-engine, altogether ſaved. R. P. 


+ This act has been obtained; and the canal is now (Jan. 1797) 
nearly half finiſhed. 


amply 


* 
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amply ſecured by various contrivances, in preventing me”. 
admiſſion of the ſprings into the deep working. 

The number of works twenty-ſix. The owners of the 
freehold from whence the coal is raiſed generally receive an 
eighth of the groſs receipt of ſale; but, to encourage the 
proprietors to greater depths of working, have occaſionally 
complied with a proportionable reduction of this quota, on 
account of the increaſed expences in working; whereby they 
| have derived a profit from coal, which otherwiſe would have 
been irrecoverably loſt, Some, through ignorance and ſtub- 
bornneſs, have withheld this conceſſion, and n incurred 
the loſs. 

Average price of coal eren, per buſhel at the pt, 
(nine gallons meaſure.) _ 

The Southern diſtrict is on a more kme ſcale of work 
ing. The ſtrata of coal form an inclination of the plane 
from eighteen to thirty inches in the yard; in ſome the 
plane is annihilated, and they deſcend in a perpendicular 
direction. There are in number twenty-five; -.in thickneſs 
from fix inches to ſeven feet; ſeldom worked under cighteen 
inches; in depth from thirty. to ſixty fathoms at the preſent 
working. By the ſteatg-engines, which are now erecting 
in this diſtrict, a much greater depth will be attained. Pro- 
fits in the aggregate of working very trifling, if any, owing 
to the conſumption of timber, and the expence of drawing 
water. The coal of various quality; ſome nearly equal to 
that of the northern diſtrict; but the greateſt part leſs. firm, 
of ſhorter grain, and leſs calculated for diſtant carriage; but 
free to burn, wholly diveſted of ſulphureous ſtench, and du- 
rable, "The ſmall coal excellent for the forge, and when 
reduced to a cinder, called coke, by a proceſs of very ancient 
uſage, it furniſhes a fuel for drying malt, which, from its 
purity and total exemption from ſmoke, cannot Xt be excelled, 

if 
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if eee The ſouth-weſtern parts of Wiltſhire, the 
northern of Dorſet, and the eaſt and d ee So- 

merſet, are the markets for conſumption. 

The quantity now raiſed is from eight hundred to a thou- 
ſand tons weekly, which, in the courſe of a few years, might 


be extended to two thouſand tons, if ſale could be found. 


Boys and men employed at preſent amount to from ſive to ſix 
hundred. An improved method of working has been lately 


adopted in ſome parts of this diſtrict, by which the ſprings 


are prevented from inundating the deep working; whereby 

its extent and duration will be conſiderably promoted. 

A canal to the works in this diſtrict, which might be 

cut at an eaſy expence, has been for ſome time in contempla- 
tion;* and which not only would benefit the proprietors of 


the works, by extending the conſumption, but” alſo reduce. 


the prlee to the more diſtant conſumers more than half. 


The average price of coal in this dit is hre-pnc 
three-farthings per buſhel. 5 


Should the works in the Northern diſtrict be oppad 5 
probable increaſe of the poor- rates would be 20001. per 


annum. In the Southern (much more burthened witn 


poor) to ſeven or eight ſhillings in the ne | 


At Clapton alſo, a village lying to the e of 


Leigh-Down, there is a coal-work which : the ad- 
vantage of a land- level of forty- four fathoms. At this pit 


are landed about 240 buſhels daily. The beſt coal is ſold 


at three · pence halfpenny per buſhel, and the ſmall is ſhipped 
at Portiſhead-point for Wales, where it is uſed for N 
ing lime. | * i ts ib x7 


id This i is now (Jan. 1797) in execution, and the tonnage, &c. of 


coal to Frome (nine miles) will not exceed 28. per ton. 


. South- 


* — 
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South-eaft of Leigh-Down is a vale of rich graſs land, 
extending from Bedminſter at the north; eaſt, to Brockley 
and Nailſea at the ſouth-weſt, 

Under this level are ſuppoſed to be inexhauſtible veins of 
coal. At preſent they land 2500 buſhels a day. The beſt 
coal is ſold at three-pence halfpenny, the middle fort at 
three-pence, and the ſmall at two-pence, per buſhel. One 
of · the works is under contract to ſerve the glaſs-houſes, 
ſome time ſince erected in the pariſh of en enen 
farthing per buſhel. 

Theſe glaſs-houſes conſume about 2000 buſhels weekly, 

The deepeſt work is forty-two fathoms. The principal vein 
is five feet thick; ſometimes more, The coal takes a ſouth 
pitch, or inclination, never exceeding two feet in a fathom. 
Little timber is uſed; but they are much incommoded with 
water; for the rock which lies above the coal ſc ahounds 
with fiſſures, that it is difficult to prevent the land water 
from pervading the bottom of the works. 

When the top veins are exhauſted, and the 8 
compelled to go deeper, it is a matter of doubt whether 
any power of a ſteam-engine meme 20 the wad 
of keeping them dry. 

Many people are under alarming apprebenſions leſt the 
coal mines may be exhauſted by the extra demand produced 
by the extenſion of ſale eſtabliſhed by the canals ;—but ſuch 
diſquieting ideas will vaniſh, when they are told that more 
than treble the preſent quantity could be raifed from the 
pits already in uſe, did the demand require it; and the in- 
creaſed quantity might be ſupplied for ſeveral hundred years, 
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| | CHAPTER II. 


STATE OF PROPERTY. 
Eftates and Tenures. © 


HERE are in this diſtrict many large. proprietors 
| from 20001, to 6000l. per annum; but ſtill the 
—_—_ part is poſſeſſed by the middle claſs, holding from 
Fol. to 500l per annum. Part is leaſed out on lives; part 
is in demeſne, and let out for ſhort terms; and no ſmall 
quantity is the fee of the occupiers, n a moſt re- 
ſpectable yeomanry. 
To thoſe who are ſenſible of the importanee of agen, 
ture to ſociety, a contemplation of the cauſes which have 
principally contributed to its advancement in this county 
cannot but be highly intereſting. And foremoſt, we may 
ſafely rank, the alienation of property, whereby lands, hereto- 
fore neglected and comparatiyely barren, have been advanced 
from ſuch their unproductive ſtate to a condition highly 
fertile and productive. Next, the increaſed population and 
extenſion of manufactures; together with the OY 
of the city of Bath. | 
Certain lends now held by , 
conſequently but little improved, preſent a lively portraiture 
of the former diſgraceful ſtate of the county, when contraſted 
with its preſent ſtate of comparative perfection. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER III. 
BUILDINGS. 


TI. RE are many ſplendid gentlemen's ſeats, orna- 
mented with extenſive plantations, in this diſtrict; and 
the farm-houſes and cottages are for the moſt part commo- 
dious and comfortable—but on all the dairy farms, a ſhame- 
ful inattention prevails, in reſpect to out-houſes and ſheds 
for their ſtock to retire to in the winter months. Cattle are 
almoſt univerſally ſerved with their provender in the field; 
and many a dairy farmer, with twenty cows, ſcarcely makes, 
in the whole winter, a quantity of dung fufficient to manure 
one acre of land. Corn being generally ftacked, the barns 
are ſmall, and principally thatehed with wheat-ſtraw un- 
broken by the flail, which gives to the roof a very neat ap- 
pearance, and renders the building perfectly ſecure from rain. 
It has been of late too much the practice for pariſh-officers 
to proſtrate cottages, and to leſſen as much as poſſible the 
number of inhabitants in their reſpective pariſhes; this ab- 
furd and narrow-minded ſyſtem has received vigour and 
extenſion from the prevailing cuſtom of making the tenant 
pay the poors levy. It is, however, a practice which cannot 
be too ſtrongly reprobated; and the ill effects of it have been 
fo maſterly depicted by Mr. Kent and other authors, that 1 
ſhall not fatigue the reader with a repetition of their argu- 
ments. On all the new incloſures (which for the moſt part 
are ſituated at a diſtance from the inhabited villages) the 
erection of cottages appears indiſpenſible, as without them, 
the waſte of time in going forward and backward to and 
from work amounts to nearly a quarter part of the day. 
It might alſo be added, that many of the cottages now in 
uſe are ot a ſcale, Few of them have more than 
* One 
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CHAPTER V. 
' MODE OF OCCUPATION. © 


Sect. 1.—Size of Farms, Charatter of Farmers. 


E Farms in this diſtri&t are not large, ſeldom exceed- 
ing 2001. per year, and accompanied with a ſmall propor- 
bon of arable. Some of the dairy farms are ſo ſmall, as not 
to exceed 601, or 70l. per year; and many inſtances can be 
produced of ſuch little farmers breeding up a large family in a 
very reſpectable way. In ſuch inſtances, it is generally found 
that the wife undertakes the whole management of the cows, 
and the huſband goes to daily labour. There are few trades 
in which a ſmall capital can be employed to greater advan- 
tage than this. As to the general character of farmers, 
truth compels to ſay (and I mention it with regret) that there 
is a great want of juſtice, candour, and liberality, in their 
conduct towards their landlords, and in their general ſyſtem 
of management. If not cloſely watched, they will impo- 
veriſh their eſtates by ſelling the little ſtraw they grow to 
the adjacent towns; and though dung of the bet kind may 
be bought, both in Briſtol and Bath, for 3s. or 4s. a wag- 
gon load, they ſcarcely ever take any back to their farms. 

They are alſo much bigotted to old cuſtoms; and I hope 
I am not uncharitably ſevere, if I add, that they are too 
juſtly chargeable with a diſregard of truth. This is the 
forerunner of all vice, and to the prevailing cuſtom of telling 
lies at fairs, may be attributed the looſe morality of farmers 
in this moſt eſſential part of human reſponſibility, 
It muſt be acknowledged that there are many arr oy 
to this general aan 
75 f Scr. 
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Ster. 2. 


Rent is univerſally paid in money ; and it is 5 cul. 7 
tomary to receive the Michaelmas rent at Lady-day, and 
the Lady-day $ rent at e No perſotial ſe ſervice 4 
is exacted., V 


. rue. e 


1 muſt beg leave to waye a diſcuſſion of this kn 
though important ſubject. Suffice it to ſay, that if they 
| "are a grievance, (which I believe few will diſpute) it is a 
grievance eſtabliſhed by the laws of the land, and no violent 
or harſh methods of relief can be juſtified. In reſpect to 
their influence on the agriculture of this diſtris, I ſee but 
little to complain of: both the clergy and the lay- impro- 
priator have been ſo moderate in their demands, and in ge- 
neral have agreed to ſo reaſonable a compoſition, that the 
progreſs of improvement has received but little check on 
this account, * 
There is one method by which I thick Wh ahaha I 
fairly and honourably got rid of, and that is by purchaſe. 
The unappropriated tithe- holder could have no juſt reaſon 
for complaint if he were paid a fair value for his property; 
and the clergy might at this time, from a fund eſtabliſhed. 
under the direction and controul of the legiſlature, and gus- 
ranteed by government, enjoy ſuch an increaſe of annual 
income as would be a ſufficient compenſation for any ſup-. 
poſed advance in the different aries of human * 
convenience, or comfort. | | 


Szer. 3 


in ra? us ou of Ser, the bt. 
mors alarming griewnncs than tithes | 
1 Many 
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Many pariſhes, which within „ 6% 


more than 50l. per annum to the poor, now pay 200l. and 


unleſs ſoine plan of prevention be adopted, the evil is not 
likely to abate, This increaſe of the poor's rate has been 


general, and may be attributed partly to an increaſed popu- 
lation, and partly to a growing diſſoluteneſs in the manners 


of the poor, which ever accompanies national improvement. 


Active exertions in this way cannot fail to produce a ſcar- 


city of labour; and to this, as naturally follows, an advance 
of wages; but the misfortune is, that ſuch an advance is 
not accompanied with a growing diſpoſition in the work- 


man to maintain, in a more comfortable way, his wife and 


family, or to Jay by againſt a time of need. No; if he can 
earn eight or nine ſhillings in four days of the week, the re 
maining #09 days are devoted to pleaſure, or luxury, and the 
wife and children are in a worſe fituation than when more 


moderate wages compelled him to conſtant work. 


1 have known many inſtances, where the wages of a 


collier and his family, not exceeding five perſons, have been 
twenty-five ſhillings per week, and their improvidence has 


been ſuch, that one week's illneſs has e them to ths 
pariſh for aſſiſtance. # 

"Tan alſo look back to the time, "when, a alen ble 
degree of pride operated on the minds of the lower claſs, 


aid withheld them from applications 0 the par lh for relief, 
unleſs in great diſtreſs, | 624 6 : 


This pride, I am forry to lay, is totally loſt, and the boon. 
is now adminiſtered by the pariſh-officer, with caution and 
reluance; and received by the poor, with diſſatisfattion and 


 tngratitude, From what I have ſaid, let it not be inferred, 


that I wiſh to depreſs the poor, or to debar them of that 
comfort, which their uſefulneſs in ſcciety intitles them to 
te No ſight can be W 


or SOMERSETSHIRE, © © 37 


mens cottager, returning from his daily laboury 
with a chearful countenance, and viewing his wife and chil- 

dren with complacency and delight; and I would contribute 
to their happineſs as much as in me lies, by humbly recom- 
mending to our legiſlators a ſerious peruſal of a pamphlet, 
publiſhed ſome years ago, entitled, Twenty minutes Advice 

on the Poor Laws. By the plan there ſuggeſted, I verily. 
think the ſituation of the induſtrious poor might be melio- 

rated, and the idle and diſſolute be made to contribute to- | 
wards their ſupport.“ All thoſe who are converſant with 
the ſtate of the lower claſs of ſociety, muſt know that the 
period of life in which a workman moſt ſuffers, is when he 


has five or fix ſmall children. Then it is that the ſupport _ 


of the whole family depends on the father's labour, and his 
utmoſt exertions is ſcarcely ſufficient to procure them bread; 
ſhould ſickneſs befall him, he muſt contract debts; and 
| ſhould this repeatedly happen, before he has extricated him- 
ſelf, his ſpirits are broken, and the love of freedom and in- 
dependence no longer exiſts. A degree of torpor and inac> 

tivity ſucceeds, from which he ſcarcely ever emerges. To 
the man in this fituation, I would, if poſſible, adminiſter 
relief; and the beſt method I can ſuggeſt is, that of encou- 
raging, by the authority of parliament, Priendly Societies, 
under the $a: of whe the batchelor _ be made 


The til 3 the poor ſeems to „ 
Iti is no leſs diſgraceful to the feelings of humanity than repugnant to 
the pureſt policy. To preſerve virtue, its native dignity ſhould be 

countenanced in every order of ſociety, and particularly in that claſy 
whoſe induſtry ſupplies ſuccour, and whoſe content promotes peace 
throughout the nation. But how can this be effected by rendering 
them dependent for ſubſiſtence upon one, who is appointed their pro. 
vider, only becauſe his terms for their ſupport are leſs burthenſome tq 
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to contribute to the ſupport of the married; this would i in 


| ſome degree check that diſpoſition to celibacy, which is but 


too apparent among the lower orders of mankind; and 


would add to the comfort of wedlock, and mm. 


tion of the realm, _ 

A progreſſive, and too liberal increaſe of wages for daily 
labour, will leſſen the quantum furniſhed, and will only tend 
to increaſe the diſſolute manners of the poor; whereas, the 
plan ſuggeſted by the author of the before - mentioned tract 
would, 1 humbly think, be attended with the happieſt conſe- 
quences, both in an individual and a national ſenſe; and I 
hope the time is not far diſtant, when this inſtitution, or 
ſomething ſimilar thereunto, may commence, and the poor 
be extricated from their preſent dependance on the ſcanty 
bounty of a pariſn- officer; and entitled to claim a ſupport 


from a fund to which they have contributed, and to part of 


which they will have a legal and incontrovertible right. 
_ The following are the leading features of Mr. Pzw's 
plan for the maintenance of the poor, as contained in 
Twenly Minutes Advice, before referred to, by which it is 
ſuppoſed that two millions per annum may be ſaved to the 
Now are: | 

Clauſe 1. That a proger officer be appointed for fach. an 
extent of diſtrict as he may be ſuppoſed conveniently to ſu- 
perintend, to take a liſt of the names and places of abode of 
all males above the age of eighteen, and of all females above 
the age of ſeventeen years, in the ſame manner as the liſt is 
made out for the milltia. 


24, That eyery ſuch male pay tmo-pence per week, and 


every ſuch female three-farthings or one penny per week, 
Into the hands of the above officer, for the purpoſes here- 


after to be ſpecified, 
34. The 
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3d. The above officer ſhall be empowered to furniſli em · 
ployment for all ſuch as are willing to work, en | 
not find it for themſelyes.. 
| Whether this officer ſhould be men et a e ä 
tion, after the manner of an overſeer, or whether he ſhould 
be a permament officer, upon an adequate ſalary, will be a 
matter of future conſideration; but if the latter, he ſhould 
be paid by the community, and not out of the fue. 
4th, All the poor being thus ſure of employment, the 
maſter or miſtreſs for whom they work ſhould be juſtified in 
retaining theſe ſums reſpectively out of their wages; and 
whether they do ſo or not, they ſhould (in default of the 


individual) be anſwerable to the officer for its payment: all 


maſters and miſtreſſes of families ſhould in like manner be 
anſwerable for their ſervants; and = Ar : 
houſes, &c. for their inmates. 

5th. Theſe ſums ſhould be carried weekly #0-the grackd 
treaſurer of the diviſion, who: Ros gre é 

| 6th. Out of this fund, every thaks/whis levulia dd 
of labour, ſhould (by virtue of a certificate from the above 
officer) have a right to demand from the treaſurer five ſhil- 
lings per week for the firſt ſix months, ſhould his illneſs 
| laſt ſo long; and four ſhillings per week after that period, 
until he again become capable of labour. 5 

Every female ſhould have a right to demand two ſhillings 5 
and fix-pence per week for the firſt ſix months, and after- 
wards two ſhillings per week until ſhe was again able to 
work; ſhe ſhould alſo be entitled 20/2009 Way n 
every lying · in. 

Erery'male. chore: the: 00 
capable of labour or not, ſhould be entitled to four ſhillings 
per week during life. Every female ſhould, after the ſame 
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age, be entitled to receive two ſhillings per week during life. 
tb. Any perſon having three children under nine years 
of age, ſhould be entitled to one ſhilling and ſix - pence per 
years; and if he has more than three under that age, he 
ſhould be entitled to one ſhilling and ſix-pence per week for 
each above. that number; and if any one or more of his 
children ſhould happen to be idiotick, infane, or otherwiſe ſo 
far'difabled, either in body or mind, as to be utterly i incapa- 
| ble of labour, each of them ſhould fill be conſidered as under 
ee ee mn, pap emma 1 
If a mother ſhould be left a widow, with three children 
een of age, ſhe ſhould be entitled to receive five 
ſhillings; if with two children, three ſhillings; and if with 
one child, one ſhilling and fix-pence per week; if with more 
than three, under that age, one ſhilling per week for each 
above that number: it being admitted that all her time is 
taken up by three, and allowance made for it, but that ſhe 
is capable of looking after and taking care of a greater num- 
ber. The wives of men ſerving in the militia, and in the 
army or navy, ſhould, during the abſence of their huſbands, 
be conſidered and provided for in all reſpects as widows. 
I a child ſhould be left an orphan, under nine years of 
age, two ſhillings per week ſhall be allowed from the fund 
for its maintenance; if more than one of the ſame family, 
done ſhilling and ſix - pence per week for each above that 
number. As there is probably no leſs friendſhip amorigſt 
the lower than amongſt the higher orders of ſociety, it would 
would gladly take charge of the children, provided they 
could do ſo without eſſential loſs to themſelves: this regu- 
lation would effectually prevent that loſs; and to compen- 
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pence per week more is allowed for the maintenance of an 
orphan, or a family of orphans, than for a child, or family 
of children, who till retain their mother. If, however, any 
beings ſhould be ſo uncommonly unfortunate as not to be thus 
adopted, the officer above-mentioned ſhould be obliged to 
provide a receptacle for them, ite eee, 
to do for the ſum or ſums above- mentioned. | 
8h. All children above nine years of age, if in health; 
ſhould, if they have no parents, or their parents are not 
able to provide for them, be __ out * roms 
pou apprentices. | 
9th. All perſons Ges or een to pay their con- 
| uche ſhould be committed to hard APY) in 1 the 1 5 
of correction, for the ſpace of ——=, _ 
10h. If the fund ſhould at any time fall ſhort of the | 
neceſſary demands upon it, the deficiency ſhould be made 
up by a par:h-rate, collected in the ſame manner as at pre- 
| ſent, but without any ſenſe of obligation on the part of the 
multitude, (for there would be ns poor) who thould in all 
caſes receive their relief in the nature of a demands. 
11). If the fund (as moſt probably would happen) ſhould 
increaſe beyond the neceſſary demands upon it, the ſurplus 
ſhould on no account be diverted to any other purpoſe than 
the benefit of the ſubſcribers. But when the price of grain 
exceeded that which brings it eaſily within the reach of the 
multitude, (ſuppoſe 6s. or 6s. Gd. the Wincheſter buſhel) - 
every perſon who had three children, or more, under nine 
years of age, ſhould have a right to demand ſuch'a ſum as, 
in proportion to the number of his family, would reduce the 
various neceſſary articles of life (taking wheat as a ſtandard) 
to a moderate price; and, indeed, I think, in all caſes when 
the price of grain exceeds that proportion at which the in- 
duſtrious labourer can afford to come to market, ſaund policy, 


as 
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as well as common humanity, requires that all large families 
ſhould be intitled to receive ſuch a ſum as above ſpecified, 
* it . be neceſſary to collect a rate for the Ab 


Sec. 3.—Laaſu. 


Many eſtates in this diſtri are held by lends e 
lives, with quit-rents and herriots, but the greateſt part is 
held for terms of years, viz. fourteen, ſeven, and three 
| years; and ſome from year to year. . 

Some gentlemen, from the beſt of motives, bare been : 
long in the habit of letting their eſtates at the old rents, 
Wanghanhs price of alto. auticlen.of profuce. lm, In/the courſe | 
ol thirty years, advanced one third at leaſt, 

How far ſuch acts of kindneſs-may be conſidered as juſt 8 
to a man's family, or conducive to the publick weal, I much 
doubt, From the experience which I have had in the agri- 
cultural world, I have invariably found lands ſo occupied in 
Rs Cn mcs-new. 7 
derately advanced. | 

An equitable partition of the a Abe from 
an increaſe of trade and population cannot by any reaſon- 
able tenant be objected to. The one ſyſtem produces care 
and exertion, and the other indolence and floth” 

TAW 


| CLAUSES IN LEASES, 
WY Not to convert into tillage any paſture or meadow 
land without leave: nor to have more than one half the 
eſtate in tillage at one time; and of that half, one third at 
eee bao emp omen 
crop, viz. turnips, Ke. 
2dh. —— — 
3aly. —. Reds . 
_ Not 
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4thhy. WA 1 
Sthly. To ſpend all the hay and ſtraw on the premiſes, 
and to leave all the dung and firay to the ſucceeding tenant, | 
without any acknowledgment. 
btb. Not to let any parcel of the land to any under. 
tenant without leave. | 
thy. To keep the malls. dwelling-houſe,. n 
ſtables, &c. in good repair, en being. enen 

and the labour of the thatche.. 

8:hly, To pay all eee e 3 

9thly. Not to cut down or log en een 
lards, without leave. | 
_ 10thly. To permit the lord, or his ans, 40 fucks tha | 
mines, and to hunt or ſhoot on the premiſes. i 
11th, If paſture land be converted into tillage, the ſame 
ſhall, the firſt or ſecond vear, be manured with not leſs than 
one hundred buſhels of lime per acre; and after ſuch ma- 
nuring to have two crops of corn only, and with the ſecond 
ep to be ſown; en | 
tificial graſſes. 
126 ly. At the concluſion of the leeſs ins laws a Bll 
quantity of tillage to the ſucceeding tenant, well fallowed, in 
a huſband-like manner, by proper ploughing, for which the 
in-coming tenant ſhall pay a proper acknowledgment. 
 13thly. To keep all the fences, gates, ſtiles, &c. in good 

repair, and to leave them ſo at the end of the term. | 
14thly. To proſecute, if called upon by the landlord, all 
| perſons treſpaſſing on the eſtate, by hunting, ſhooting, fiſh- 
ing, dec. compenſation being made to him by the landlord 
C OC 
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| Szer. 6, —Zxpencer and Profit of | ixty dures f Gra Lond. 


 DAIRY-FARM,—TWENTY COWS, _ 
A on nn i VR EG 


To rent of ſixty acres, at 30s. peracre — 90 0 © 
To tithe and taxes — — — 20.0 o 


To the labour of the family ſerving cattle, utenſils, * - 


ſalt, and all other articles, 30s.per cow — 30 © © 
eee ee &c. e — 10 0 0 
Jo manure — '— — 10.0 0 
To repair fences — — — 20 00 
To accidents with cows — % 1% % 
To intereſt of capital! — 10 0 0 
[182 o 0 

xfDroE, „ 

By 70 Ct. of cheeſe, at 21. ies. per Cx. 175, 0 0 
By butter — 20 0 0 
0 o 


+ 5, HT ͤœP—¶U Do RT 


» This charge rarely occurs. 


C: Though it is not generally praiſed, a brieding Rock of Trig muſt 
be conſidered as more profitable on a cow-farm than a /atting ſtock. 
The whey and ſkimmed-milk conſtitute a food well adapted to the 
rearing of a thriving flock ; and the writer has known many inſtances 
of a farmer's ſelling, at fix months old, a litter of pigs for more than 
thirty pounds; and this was done from the whey, &c. of ten cows, and 
without the aſſiſtance of corn, any farther than the run of the farm- 
yard, and when pig-meat was only 78. 6d. per ſcore. 


2 * * K — © 4 
* * gy 'Y F F BY N 7 * < 7 r £ 15 : 2 4 SS, 9 * > 7 
* re 5 - i * Fi ? * 
. p. * * 
2 * 
* 
fy * 8 7 
* 
4 = 
of 
z 6 
- ” 


The expences and profits of a corn farm, or a farm in mixed 
huſbandry, are ſo variable, that it would be difficult to fix a 


ſtandard. The old idea of the produce amounting to three 


rents would not do now, for the expences of living, of taxes, 
of wages, &c. are of late years ſo much increaſed, that the 
value of the produce muſt be augmented in p 

One remark, however, may be . — 17 7 | 
univerſally admitted by all ſtewards, that 
their rent more punctually than corn farmers. 835 140568 2473 
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IMPLEMENTS. 


Tree gee is are ial, compaA, an well 

made: narrow-wheeled weighing from 15 cwt. to 
20 cwt.; the ſix - inch wheels from 25 cwt. to 30 _— 
the latter drawn with fix horſes, in pairs, > 

Some years ago waggons of this — 
or 6 cwt. heavier than they are now. The reduction of 
the weight, particularly to thoſe who are common carriers, 
is highly advantageous, being not leſs than fifty pounds per 
year gained by each team conſtantly employed on the road; 
and if made with good materials, a light waggon will laſt as 
long as a heavy one. 

Price of a narrow-wheeled waggon twenty-ſix pounds: 
Six · inch wheel thirty-ſix pounds; axle-tree moſt commonly 
of wood. The carts generally uſed for the purpoſes of huſ- 
bandry run on broad wheels, and hold about four quarters, 
or thirty-two buſhels, Wincheſter; price about nine guineas: 
but for road uſe, light carts, drawn by one horſe, are coming 
into faſhion, and are found the moſt advantageous. Price 
about four guineas. 

The ploughs commonly uſed are ſtrong ſingle ones; ſome- 
times with one ſmall wheel, ſometimes with a foot only. 
The great length of the mould-board occafions too much 
friction, and it cannot be deemed a good implement; but 
prejudice is ſtrongly in its favour, notwithſtanding conſider- 
able pains have been taken to ſhew the ſuperiority of other 

There are many winnowing machines in uſe, but not a 
threſhing machine in the whole county. The harrows are 

5 | _ 
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no waye ſingular in their conſtruction, they are, by good 
farmers, linked three together, and drawn by three horſes 
nearly abreaſt, each horſe drawing a ſingle harrow,* If any _ 
particular tool be deſerving of notice, it is the ſpade, which is 
much narrower and longer than thoſe uſed in other counties, 
Its length is ſeldom leſs than eighteen inches, and its breadth 
about ſix inches, the back part being gently curved to pre- 
vent adheſion to the ſoil. 


Fae I Hegel Fac by the farmers in South Devon 
cannot be too ſtrongly recommended, 


This operation they perform with two EOS. and two horſes | 
abreaſt, a lad being mounted on the near horſe. The horſes are kept 
to a full trot, by which one turn of the harrow pulyerizes the ſoil as 
much as three or four in the common ſauntering method. | 
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= | CHAPTER NI 
INCLOSING FENCES, " 


HE fences are quick-hedges, with trees at unequal dif. 
tances. And where ſtones are eaſily got, and lie in a 
flat bed, ſtone walls, without cement, are built, two feet 
wide at the bottom, eighteen inches at the top, and five feet 
high; the total coſt of which walli is age one ere, per 
yard, running meaſure. 
I ſhall bring forward a comparatiye view of theſe . 
with quick - hedges, in treating of the ace © on 6 ee | 
hills, to wack 1 nan: now proceed. 


MENDIP mirs. 

This chain of mountainous land extended, according to 
the ancient boundary, from Cottle's-Oak, near the town of 
Frome, to a place called the Black-Rock, in the Briſtol | 
channel near Uphill, being a diſtance of more than thirty 
miles. A great portion of this land having been incloſed, 
divided, and cultivated, in the courſe of the laſt forty years, 
and nearly an equal portion till remaining in its open un- 
cultivated ſtate, I cannot forward the views of the reſpect- 
able Board, under whoſe auſpices this report will be brought 
forward to the publick, in a better way than by a minute 
deſcription of the origin, progreſs, and ſucceſs of thoſe un- 
dertakings. 

And firſt, let us wats ws a the objec- 
tions which have been ſtarted to this ſpecies of improve 
ment, and ſec if we cannot Fp 
part either falſe or frivolous. 

hos Invaſion of the rights and interelt of the ngen. he 

2dly, A 
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.2dhy. A ſuppoſed injury done to the breeding f lem 
3dly. The expences attending the act of 2 
thoſe of commiſſioners, and we eee 


barns, ſtables, ſtalls, and pools, for the purpoſe of creating 
diſtin farms, ſuperadded eee eee and 
fencing, altogether conſtituting an Wan * TO 
improved value will not reimburſe, oo 

_ 5thly, Injury done to the woollen-m 


DI Es y le 
ſening the number of ſheep, eee 
of the wool. t. 

- Gthly, Ae eee che rent of vue, 
to which ſuch commons were appertenant. 

The foremoſt of theſe objectior ee ee 
pearance of a humane attention to the comfort of the poor; 
but a brief inveſligation will ellen its ane OP 
refute it. 

| Than abut mo Gb tat we Firſt, 
By unanimous conſent of the parties claiming rights, Who 
delegate power to commiſſioners, choſen by themſelves, to 
aſcertain their validity, and divide accordingly, under cove- 
nants and agreements properly drawn and executed for the 
purpoſe. Or ſecondly, by act of parliament obtained by 
both in number and value, whereby a minority, ſanQioned 
only by ignorance, prejudice, or ſelfiſhneſs, is precluded 
In point of o&conomy, the firſt of theſe methods is the 
moſt eligible, as it ſaves the expence of an act of parliament, 
with equal ſecurity to the proprietors. But it is ſeldom 
practiſed, unleſs in commons on @ ſmall ſcale, from the dif- | 


* 
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_ ficulty of procuring the conſent of every individual Vine, 
without which it cannot be accompliſned. 

In either of theſe methods, it is manifeſt that the right 
of the cottager cannot be invaded; ſince, with reſpec to 
legal or equitable conſtruction, he ſtands - preciſely on the 
ſame ground with his more opulent neighbours; and as to 
his-intereſt, I can truly declare that, in all caſes which have 
fallen within my obſervation, incloſures have meliorated his 
condition, by exciting a ſpirit of activity and induſtry, 
whereby habits of ſloth have been by degrees overcome, 
aud ſupineneſs and inactivity have been exchanged for vi- 
gour and exertion. No ſtronger proof can be given of this 
than the reduction of the poor's-rate, in many of thoſe 
pariſhes, wherein ſuch incloſing has taken places 

Upland commons are principally depaſtured in the ſum- 
mer with ſheep; and if a cottager were able to ſtock ever ſo 


largely, the winter tecping, and his total inability to furniſh _ 


them with food between the fifth of April and the twelfth 
of May, (before which time theſe commons ought not to be 
ſtocked) would be ſuch a drawback as e to exclude 
every idea of profit. 
On the mers, cottagers within a e Almo from 
the common generally turned out a cow or two, perhaps a 
few geeſe, and I believe the latter were the only profitable 
_ ſtock. Not one in ten rented land to raiſe winter ſub- 
fiſtence, In ſummer, the moor commons were frequently 
inundated. - The cattle. muſt be removed, and temporary 
paſturage hired on extravagant terms. On the other hand, 


2 ————— — 


If in every bill of incloſure it were ſlipulated, that a certain num- 
ber of cottages ſhould be built, to which ſmall allotments ſhould be 
annexed for the benefit. of poor perſons, it would give a ſalutary ſanc · 

tion to the meaſure, and tend to leſſen the poor's-rate, W. F. 


ſhould 


; p ; 
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ſhould the ſeaſon be favourable, the redundancy of ſtock 
from an unlimited right of feeding, by reducing the produce 


of the cottager's cow ſo much below TY 1 5 
deprives him of every real advantage. | 


Proprietors or ocenpiers of large alin hy NN 
a common, by turning out great quantities of ſtock by day, 
and taking them home to feed by night, have derived 1 
only benefit which an overfed common could afford.-'- 

The cattle of the cottager, as well ee thp dec 
moner, under this competition, muſt unavoidably ſuffer.) 
The latter may be recruited by occaſional removal to better 
paſturage; the former, having none, mult hire, or leave them 
on the common either in a ſtunted or ſtarved condition. 
Theſe are facts of general notoriety, on which it will not 
be eaſy to deduce (communibus anms) any material benefit 
to the cottager from ſtocking; but when the expence of 
winter ſupport is added, the queſtion is decided, and the 
preſumed advantage is converted into a poſitive %. For 
ten or twelve ſhillings per annum, a common right might 
be rented. Nothing gives with greater accuracy the value 
of a thing, than fair and unreſtrained competition; if ſo, 
when the privilege of ſtocking a common for a year might 
be obtained for ten or twelve ſhillings, by a farmer in poſ- 
ſeſſion of means to accommodate ſtocking to every variety 


of ſeaſon, what can the value be to a cottager deprived of 


theſe? Inſtead of ten or twelve ſhillings, tho annual hett 


value of common rights inclſad has been from three pounds 
fact, eſtabliſhes, without ſcruple or heſitation, the private as 
well as publick importance of the incloſing ſyſtem, Moſt 
of the ſtocking cottagers have rights appendant to the cot- 
tages without land, under the denomination of auſter tene. 
ments. e allotments are made equal in en, 

| BE 2 | and 
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ductive by inundations and their conſequences, fix or ſeven 
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and quality, 2s to farms of the greateſt extent. Here, the 
cottage claimant, by relinquiſhing a privilege, injurious ra- 
ther than lucrative, is placed in a better ſituation than the 
proprietor of an extenſive farm, who ſurrenders every ad- 
vantage of ſtocking which capital, ſituation, and convenience, 


give him, for an equality of allotment with the former, who 
has no ſacrifice to make, but ignorance and prejudice, and 
who derives from his allotment a clear undiminiſhed profit. 
- Beſides, moral effects of an injurious tendency accrue to 
the cattager, from a reliance on the imaginary benefits of 
ſtocking a common. The poſſeſſion of a cow or two, with 
a hog, and a few geeſe, naturally exalts the peaſant, in his 
own conception, above his brethren in the ſame rank of 


fociety. It inſpires ſome degree of confidence in a property, 


inadequate to his ſupport. In fauntering after his cattle, 
he acquires a habit of indolence. Quarter, half, and occa- 


comes diſguſting; the averſion increaſes by indulgence; and 


at length the ſale of a half-fed calf, or hog, furniſhes the 
means of adding intemperance to idleneſs; The fale of the 
cow frequently ſucceeds, and its wretched and diſappointed 
poſſeſſor, unwilling to reſume the daily and regular courſe 
of labour, from whence he drew his former ſubſiſtence, by 
various modes of artifice and impoſition, exacts from the 
poor's-rate that relief to which he is in no degree intitled. - 

erated. The pariſh 
of Wedmore, which abounded with cottage commons, and 
luſtrate its truth and juſtice, Within twenty years there 
have been incloſed upwards of three thouſand acres of rich 


months in the year, and when paſcible for the remaining 
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| months, of little value from being overſtocked; which land 
is now ſet, with liberal allowance of profit to the occupier, 
from thirty to ſixty ſhillings per acre. Theſe incloſures are 
made by ditches, which, by annual cleanſing and ſpreading 
the contents over the ſurface, afford an excellent manure, 
with a new and extenſive ſource of labour of the moſt pro- 
ductive kind, whereby the poor's- rate has been reduced, or 
at leaſt has not exceeded its former eee 
cloſure had taken place. 
Dye ſecond objection to len is the fare r dou 
fo the breeding ſyſtem, © | 
Few obſervations will ſuffice on this hank Ciba 
a pyerſtocked, Young cattle abridged of their 
food become ſtunted in their growth, and injured in ſhape 
and form, To reſtore them in theſe reſpects, by better 
keeping, is ſometimes impraticable-—always expenſive. It 
is more than problematical with many intelligent farmers in 
the neighbourhood, whether, from the circumſtances before · 
mentioned, the breeding ſyſtem on an average of ſeaſons 
and years has yielded any profit. But this is undeniably 
certain, that the ſame land, when incloſed and improved, 
will maintain at leaſt three times the ſtock breeding, or any 
other, than it did in a ſtate of nature, Suppoſe every acre 
of waſte land in Great-Britain by ineloſure were improved 
_ threefold, what would be the conſequence? A declenſion of 
the breeding ſyſtem? The very contrary; an extention of 
It very probably in the ſame proportion, Without breeding, 
can you graze or make cheeſe and butter? Are not theſe 


1 may. be bere noted 20-3 fact, that in moſh of thoſe 1 
where no incloſure of the waſte lands had taken place, the poor s levy 
has been doubled, us wy I in 99 courſe of __ laſt 
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Vith, and. dependent on each other? Is not the ſame land 
ceonvertible to all and every of theſe purpoſes, ſubject to the 


controul and regulation of the market for each? Can young 
ſock be kept too well? Should the breeding of cattle ex- 


_ ceed the demand, and from a reduction of price no longer 
pay the rent of land, will the farmer repine, becauſe his land 
is ſuſceptible of other methods of application no leſs bene- 


ficial? Surely not. Could he heſitate what to do, when its 
high ſtate of culture would direct him either to dairy, or 
grazing, as attendant circumſtances might require? And 


ſhould the market be glutted with the produce of dairy and 


grazing farms, the farmer would naturally recur to breeding 
ſtock, or raiſing corn; ſo that all theſe articles would find 
their natural level, which the demand for each, whether 


' inadequate, moderate, or exceſſive, would inyariably regu- 


late, But waſte and uncultivated land, being ſolely appro- 


priated to the breeding of ſtock, and not convertible to any - 


other purpoſe, is without remedy, whenever the t is 
overcharged with its produce. 


The ſame reaſoning applies to hilly lands i in their. im- 


proved ſtate, by ſubſtituting corn inſtead of dairy or grazing. 


From the foregoing premiſes, I think it may be inferred, 
that ſince commons of every deſcription, when incloſed and 
cultivated, are capable of ſupporting at leaſt three times more 
ſtock than they did in a ſtate of nature, no ſerious appre- 
henſions ſhould prevail with reſpect to the diminution or 
injury of the breeding ſyſtem, I do not mean to deny that 

ſome local diſadvantages may occur; but theſe are too tri- 
fling and limited to merit attention, and ftill leſs to impede 


the progreſs of an improvement of the greateſt national 


importance. The preceding remarks more particularly 
apply to the moor, or low lands, In addition thereto I 
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have to obſerve, with heartfelt ſatisfaction, its happy effects 
on the health and comfort of the inhabitants of the adja- 
_ cent villages. Agues, and low fevers, from the humidity of 

the air, impregnated with exhalations from the ſtagnant 
contents of the marſhes, prevailed very generally during the 


vernal and autumnal ſeaſons; and theſe for the moſt part 


| were obſtinate and more frequently ſubdued by the drought 
and heat of ſummer, and froſt of winter, than by the moſt 
judicious medical treatment. Inclofing and draining have 
rendered theſe diſeaſes as ſcarce in the lou, as in the uplands, 
to the prevention whereof advance of wages (from four to 
ſix-pence per day) with conſtant employ ariſing from the 


ſame cauſe, have not a little contributed, by enabling the 


poor to live better, which is generally oP ONE with a 
growing taſte for comfort and cleanlineſs. 


The third objeftion to incloſing, 1s to the expences WR ug} 


the aft of parliament, with thoſe of IO" _ other 
uu nate agents employed in its execution. 
I do not mean to contend, that rigid ceconomy, and ex- 


pert management, have been prominent features in this line 


of publick buſineſs. I am ready to acknowledge, that in 
ſome inſtances it has been juſtly chargeable with profuſion, 
mismanagement, and unneceſſary delay. In ſeveral inſtances 
within my own cognizance, the moſt enormous expence 
has been wantonly incurred in obtaining the act, nay, double 


at leaſt beyond ene a fair and equi- | 


table charge. 

In theſe caſes the excels aol from the attendance of 
ſupernumeraries in London, under the pretence of ſecuring 
and expediting the bill, without rendering the leaſt ſervice 
in that or any other way, Charges of this ſort are not 


ſubject to the controul or regulation of the commiſſioners, 


n ee . 
ſhould 
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Mould they refuſe payment, a law-ſuit of 6 
might enſue, which, if unſucceſsful, would expoſe them to 
reproach from the proprietors, The blame therefore muſt 
attach to the latter, for not exerciſing more vigilance at the 
_ outſet of the buſineſs. After paſſing the bill, delay in the 
execution, ſo as to withhold the poſſeſſion of allotments from 
the proprietors for a year or two more than neceſſary, has 


been imputable, and with ſome colour of juſtice, to the = 


negligence and inattention of commiſſioners. It muſt be 
acknowledged ſuch conduct is truly reprehenſible; ſince, 
under many incloſures, eſpecially of low lands, of prime 
quality, the loſs of even a year's occupation, if the incloſure 
be of conſiderable extent, might be deemed nearly equiva- 
lent to a moiety of the expence. In this neighbourhood, 
for ſome years paſt, this defect has been in a great meaſure 
remedied ;-for unleſs their proceedings have been interrupted 
by iſſues at law, or the incloſure has been of great extent, 
the commiſſioners have given the proprietors poſſeſſion of 
their allotments within a year from paſſing the act. This 

diſpatch requires a conſiderable ſhare of judgment and ex- 
ertion on the part of the commiſſioners, as well as ſufficient 
leiſure and activity on the part of the ſurveyor. Another 
error in management relates to the expence of meetings, 
which heretofore was very improperly augmented by the 
attendance of ſome of the principal commoners for purpoſes 
of feſtivity, without being of the leaſt uſe; rather retarding 
than forwarding the buſineſs. This practice was general; 
but for ſome years paſt has been for the moſt part aboliſhed, 
by a very judicious regulation of allowing the commiſſioners 
and tow Sis amen ſum per GS compeniation 

The public will be eas 1 judge in wha des th 
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Vnder the firſt deſcription, the expence of obtaining the 
act amounted to upwards of 5ool. which, under proper 
management, would not have exceeded 300l. Near two 
miles of road; ſtones quarried and broken at ten-pence per 
load, (eight load to a rope of twenty feet) hallage, at leaſt 
one ſhilling per rope. Two bridges made; rhynes made 
for draining the. water and fences by ditching, for the ſub- 
diviſion and allotment of upwards of 800 acres. Com- 
miſſioners attendance, ſurveyors, ſolicitors, and clerks bills, 
with every other incidental charge, all of which did not 
much exceed three pounds per acre. The average value of 
the land, under a moderate computation, ney be reckoned 
at thirty pounds per acre. 

The latter is a Mendip incloſure; quantity of land nearly ; 
as the former; a mile of road more; fences partly quick-ſet, 
partly young living ſtock of hazel, black-thorn, &c. and 
dry wall. Allotments not numerous but large, which ma- 
terially curtailed the expence of - fencing; road materials 
cheaply got. Parliamentary charges reaſonable; commiſ- 
ſioners and agents as in the moor incloſure, all of which did 
not exceed two pounds ten ſhillings per acre. The average 

value of the land, as aſcertained by the portions ſold to 
defray expences, may be reckoned at twenty pounds 
Kia. 

If facts like theſe be inſufficient to appeaſe the le of 
ignorance and ſelfiſhneſs againſt the incloſing ſyſtem, or to 
enforce conviction on the unprejudiced mind, the effects of 
reaſon and argument muſt be altogether fruitleſs. 


— rt a | — rr 
N * 


® 1 never before knew an inſlance of Mendip land in its unculti- 
vated ſlate ſelling ſo high; the om price is from eight to twelve 
pounds per acre, 
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That the preſent mode of conducting the buſineſs is ſuſ- 
ceptible of further improvement, no one converſant with the 
ſubje& can deny. Yet to accompliſh this, many obſtacles _ 
are to be combated, and perhaps one of the moſt formidable 
is, that of its having been regarded, more or leſs, as a little | 
ſytem of patronage. The lord of the ſoil, the rector, and a 
few of the principal commoners, monopolize and diſtr 
the appointments. It is well known, that bills of this ſort 
have found their way through parliament without the inter- 
vention of a country ſolicitor. In caſes where no oppoſitio 
was meditated, the parliamentary ſolicitor, and a ſurveyor, 
have anſwered every purpoſe. By this, a ſaving was made 
of from ſixty to a hundred pounds; but this might exclude 
the friend of one or more of the governing party. In ſome 
acts, five commiſſioners have been appointed; in general there 
are three; but two would be ſufficient, with power to nomi- 
nate a third under the circumſtance of difference of opinion, 
which ſeldom happens; and in ſmall incloſures, perhaps one 
commiſſioner would anſwer every purpoſe. If a country 
ſolicitor be employed, he ſhould act as clerk to the commil- 
ſioners, and fave the expence of a ſupernumerary in that ca- 
pacity. Hereby another ſaving would be made, without any 
injury to the concern. The office of ſurveyor is by no means 
inconſiderable in the aggregate of expence. This might be 
diſpoſed of, under a fair competition, to the loweſt given ſum 
for executing the whole of the buſineſs, (after the act is 
obtained) by advertiſing for propoſals to ſuch effect; taking 
care that the contracting party be competent to the under- 
taking. This alteration, it is probable, would fave one- 
third, and in E 8 71 out by 


charges in detail. 
In the choice of commiſſione „be 
ff ³˙ mw 
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well inſtructed from experience in accounts, and in the prices 
gates, &c. of general and comprehenſive knowledge of agri- 
culture, both practical and ſpeculative, and of genius to ſug- 
geſt ſuch modern improvements a are beſt adapted to the 
ſituation and ſoil. Iwo perſons, thus qualified, are fully 
competent to execute the ow with credit to themſelves, 
und juſtice to the proprietors. But ſhould the concern 
ſuffer by the abſence — through ſickneſs, private 
buſineſs, or any other cauſe, a clauſe in the act might be 
inſerted, impowering them, or the proprietors, to chooſe a 
third for the purpoſe of avoiding delay. Commiſſioners, 
whoſe reſidence is at a great diſtance, ſhould (on account 
of the extra charges of time and travelling expences) only 
pe reſorted to as an alternative, from the impoſſibility of 


1 r qualified near home. 


be the a in 
conſequence and authority, under an incloſing act, but with 
reſpect to emolument the very loweſt, Even the clerk's bill 
of charges, not as a ſolicitor acting in that capacity, but as 
any other indifferent perſon did in times paſt, exceed twice, 
eee eee AI s nga e hp tes 
mer. The publick have been not a little miſled in their 
en The real fact is, that the whole 
ef the reſponſibility attaches to the office of commiſſioner, 
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\which, in pecuniary naonrenes i by far the ag . 


int. - Vet 16 ee 


Thus have Limpartally Maps defelts'of: the n 


ſyſtera, with their cor nt remedies. In its moſt im- 
proved ſt A eee eee, 
perhaps © cannot be entirely obviated. 
zum e pints vert tu ths 
rhood of Wells, an incloſure was farmed by an 
e extenſive practice, and well known reſpectability, 
at a ſum conſiderably; leſs mne, Tire eee 
in the uſual way. The com ners were ed by 
the proprietors; the buſineſs nr. mas diſpatch, 
and all parties intereſted: perfectiy yen oo a eng 
&c. were made by the proprietors. .” . 
When the incloſing ſyſtem Wee r | 0 
tendency to increaſe the produce of land, ind ug demand 
for labour, to augment the rate of wages to the huſband- 
man, and to leſſen the amount of the poor's"rate,/ it is 4 
as ent. me ſtoniſhment, that ſo few-means have 
its progreſs. How much is to be done this way, a general 
incloſure act, unfettered by tedious and expenſive forma- 
lities, would ſpeedily manifeſt. From the very great nun- 
ber of private acts which have paſſed within the laſt twenty 
years, ſuch general principles might be ſelected for its baſis, 
as to Wer ae CTY of wp oo | 
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commiſſioner, after deducting daily expences, horſe - hire, &c. does not 
exceed twenty-four ſhillings; and where x ſervant is kept, eighteen 
ſhillings per day. This is no extravagant compenſation, particularly- 
when we reflect that the «vear and tear of confitiu nun 
left out of the calculation, hits 7 i: 4 aha 
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ſcale of land than 100 acres, The expence to accommo- 
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and property. An act thus conſtituted might, without 
hazard, or injury, be entruſted to a given number of juſtices 
at the quarter-ſeſſions, to diſpenſe its powers, and controul 
its execution; and ſuch juſtices, I ſhould conceive, perfectly 
competent to determine een e, ond eee of 


any propoſed incloſure. 
. ee 5 


encourage incloſing on the ſmalleſt ſcale, and, with advantages 
not to be deſpiſed, would accommodate the moſt extenſive. 
This meaſure, however conſonant to the principles of 
individual benefit, and national policy, would notwithſtand- 
ing have a hoſt of adverſaries to encounter. | 
Fourth 1hjeflion, — The expence of cultivation and buildings | 


ſuch as farm-houſe, barn, flable, falling, pools, &c. _ the 


purpoſe of creating a diftinft farm, &c. &c. 

The low land, or moor incloſures, being principally ap- 
propriated to grazing, dairy, or feeding young and ee 
ſtock, are not within the limits of this objection. It is 
therefore confined to the upland or Mendip incloſures. 

The nature of Mendip ſoil, 5 — 
cropping, the neceſſity of ſpending thereon the whole of its 
produce, of hay, ſtraw, &c. will be ſeverally noticed hereafter, 
ly will not be attended to in this place. 

By a reference to theſe particulars, the neceſſity and ad- 
buting to the ſoil its utmoſt latitude of improvement, but 
alſo, when obtained, the means of preſervation therein. 
Without a barn, ſtalling, convenient farm-yard, and erer 
neither one nor the other can be accompliſhed. 

But it may be aſked, are buildings to be rites for 
every allotment? By no means. I do not think they are 
admiſſible, with the addition of a farm-houſe, on a ſmaller 


date 
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date this quantity with a farm - houſe, barn, ſable, ſtalling, 
barton, oo * pig-liye, een not exceed owe equa 5 
pounds. | 
"teas is 1 additional age | 
munigated to the land by buildings. Should this be an- 
ſwerable to the expence incurred, the whole of the objection 
muſt fall to the ground, patwithſtanding eee 
ſibility... 2120 163 
Let us FO Fania land cloſed, 
and divided into four pieces of prime quality, but deſtitute 
of buildings; grant a leaſe of it to a farmer of property and 
judgment for twenty-one years, (a ſhorter term would be 
injurious to the landlord) and I may venture to ſay, that 
more than twenty ſhillings per acre could not be got for it, 
accompanied with the uſual covenants and reſtrictions to 
guard againſt yilful impoveriſhment. With equal confi- 
_ dence, I may aſſert, . the ſame land, 1with ſuitable buildings, | 
would let to the ſame farmer, for a like term, at twenty-five 
ſhillings per acre; with a ſubdiviſion of the four pieces into 
lix. Ihe increaſe of rent in the latter, caſe will be twenty=, 
five pounds per annum. Allow an intereſt of ſeven and 
half per cent. on the capital of three. hundred. pounds ex. 
pended on the buildings, which amounts to twenty-two - 
pounds ten ſhillings, and there will remain two pounds ten, 
ſhillings as intereſt on the money laid out to make fences. 


under a ſubdiviſion, and if quick-ſet, to rear them when. Thy 


made, Under this plan, you do juſtice to the native qua- 
lities of the ſoil, by giving it a ſeparate and independent. 
exiſtence as a farm; and with a leaſe of proper com „ 
neee 1 
A ſpeculative farmer will ee to. erclals KO. poſ-. | 
ſible that the want of buildings can create a difference of 
Ore ings pe enen occupier? Moſt aſſuredly it is; 
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grain, would ſcarcely return the ſeed, Feed during the two 
| hiſt years of reſt, not worth more than nine ſhillings per 


_ © Painful and diſguſting as this repreſentatio 
every judicious farmer, it is nevertheleſs ſtriftly conformable 
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as will be evident by even a very general ſtatement of the 
comparative effects of a twenty-one year's occupation, with 


and without buildings. To begin with the latter; here lime 
muſt be chiefly, if not altogether depended on, as a manure. 


This, even with ſucceſſive cropping with corn, will main- 


tain its ground tolerably well during the firſt ſeven years. 
Its ſecond application is attended with conſiderable diminu- 
tion of its efficacy. From this period, the degeneracy of 
eee — W 


ful. ——— 5 — 
recruit its vigour ſufficiently to produce even a moderate 


crop of oats, which, if followed by a ſecond of the ſame 


acre.” No turnips for want of dung; no fold, becauſe the 
land is too much impoveriſhed to maintain it; ſtraw carried 


. v pee ag 


by reaſon of the expoſed ſituation. In this 


[Rik Wind tail ve We this hi Ann ed uf e 


term, reduced to the value of ten or wann ee 
acre, and with little proſpect of melio . 


tion nt bl is; 


to fact; and many inſtanoes might be adduced to eſtabliſh 
its veracity in every point. Such has been, and moſt pro- 
bably ever will be, the ſitustion of Mendip incloſures, 
without waa _ more ago eng oy of Crops. . With 


. term e e in the 


proportion of twenty quarters per acre, will ſuſtain the land, 
With little abatement of its fertility, for the firſt fix or ſeven 


years. * Tae 0 
_  tifully 
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-rifully ſupplied, ang may be devoted to , — | 
either for e e e | 
be appropriated to turnips and clover, aſſiſted by the fold, 

| . which a feed of clover and ray-graſs of he leu year will 


| ſufficiently maintain. Should theſe reſources be thought _ 


| inadequate to ſupport the whole of the land, from the ninth 
or tenth year, piece after piece in ſucceſſion might be broken 
up, and limed afreſh, with an effect very little, if at all, in- 
ferior to that of its firſt application; as dung and the fold 
manure. By the alternate uſe of lime, dung, and the _ 
together with the following rotation of pets 1 A ee 

iſt year, Oats on the Lay ] s am 


; at Win tt Sg Ved ile fwd er 
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ſuggeſted, and which is gradually extending to the mutual 
intereſt and ſatisfaction of landlord and tenant; it muſt be 


; evident, that the land under a term of fourteen or twenty- 


one years cannot ſuſtain the leaſt injury, but muſt be na 
ſtate of melioration and improvement. By the preceding 
obſervations, I truſt the propriety and advantage of build- . 


ings, erected on a ſcale of Mendip incloſure of one hundred - 


acres and upwards, are fully eſtabliſhed to the conviction of 
every unbiaſſed mind. Under this ſtatement, what plan of 
management ſhould be adopted for ſmaller ineloſures? Se- 
parate occupation at a diſtance from the farm- yard, by the 
expence of carting, ſo as to preclude the return of produce 
in dung, muſt neceſſarily impoveriſh. Muſt ineloſures of 
this deſcription then be abandoned to the fate of a wretched 


e if not wholly effectual, eee Ts * 
greater part of Mendip incloſures, either by allotment. or 
purchaſe, or both, a ſufficient portion of land has been veſted 
in an individual, to induce the neceſſity. of building, with 
local reſidence and occupation of the farmer. The ſmaller 
incloſures ſhould be let to the tenant or tenants of theſe 
farms, for the ſame term, and ſubject to the ſame covenants 
andi reſtrictions, under which ſuch farms are reſpectively 
held with, however, a proportionate abatement of rent, by 
. way of an equivalent for the want of buildings. If the lands 
with the latter be rented at one pound per acre, the former 
ſhould be rented at fifteen ſhillings, or at moſt at ſixteen ſhil- 
lings; and if either price be obtained, ſmaller incloſures 
would be provided for, on a footing, without buildings, 
_ equally, if not more advantageous than larger, with them. 
Perhaps it may be objected to this plan, that by ſuch addi- 
tions Mendip farms would become too extenſive and un- 
wieldy for, general occupation. Under an improved ſyſtem 
7 ement, it is now well known that the moſt profitable 
_ deſtination. of theſe farms muſt be, with little variation, to 
corn and ſheep , and for. theſe purpoſes, i it is no leſs obvious 
that farms cannot be well too large, provided tenants can 
be found of ſufficient ability and capital to occupy. This, 
at firſt, may create ſome. difficulty and inconvenience, in 
letting to farmers in a neighbourhood where the largeſt 
farms ſeldom exceed two hundred pounds per annum.— 
This, however, can only be temporary; ſince the quality of 
the ſoil and the ſituation are favourable to corn and ſheep, 
and begin to attract the notice of farmers, who have been 
accuſtomed in other counties to occupy farms of this de- 
ſeription on a very large ſcale. Theſe, by a ſyſtem of ma- 
nagement adapted to the 1. en, founded on 
n. 
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; Havit 7 po ane . pore Hangs. 
accommodate one hundred acres of land, I would obſerve, 
that 400l. would accommodate two hundred acres; 5001. 
four hundred acres; and 600l. five hundred acres; ſo that 
this exp ce decreaſes by an inverſe ratio as the farm is aug- 
mented: and in like manner that of fencing, as a large 
farm requires leſs fubdivifion ny a nal} one. Both theſe 
Hake +. | | 
1 ſhall e 3 
exemplify the neceſſity and importance of rang Mendip, 
incloſures to ſeparate and diſtinct farms. 15 | 
About twenty years ſince, Wag Aha 
Mendip land were incloſed, the property of a gentleman of 
large landed eſtate in the neighbourhood, For ſituation. 
and quality, it could not be ſurpaſſed by any land of this ſort. 
The contiguity to markets with good roads was another „ 
privilege; the quantity was equal to a reſpectable farm; TE. 
and 600l. was judged ſufficient to provide the neceſſary. 
buildings, in the opinion of thoſe who recommended the 
meaſure. A gentleman far er from Norfolk, of conſider- 6, 
able, property, was ſo much ſtruck with the ſoil, it | 
L 5 25 (0 axe e 
ings wer embed, he would give fifteen ſhillings an acre for 
a term of twenty-one. years; this was refuſed, nor have any 
buildings been erefted-fince. The land was let to the pro- 
prietor's tenants of the adjacent farms in different propor- 
nen a a than twelve ſhillings per acre for the firſt 
F 2 nine 
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1 


vine or ten years, but fince, for not more 


5 e ee we- Ye prunes of 


all farm, by the produce of the new incloſure being en- | 
tirely conſumed thereon. Theſe, however, are not realized, 
for the ſtraw was for the moſt part ſold to the adjacent towns, 
and during the firſt ſeven years of tillage, it was no unuſual 


yet ſuch was the fertility of ſoil, and its aptitude for this 
ſpecies of grain, that the produce in favourable ſeaſons, with 

a ſingle ploughing, has been occaſionally fix quarters per 
acre. The conſequences of this wretched huſbandry, with 
regard to the ſoil, are too apparent to particularize, and too 
abſurd and ruinous to need any further comment. TI ſhall 
only ſubjoin, had a diſtint farm been made in this caſe, 


| ſeven per cent. would have been paid for the buildings, ex- 


cluſively of an increaſe of rent of upwards of one hundred 
pounds per annum, and the land under a proper leaſe, inſtead 
of its preſent reduced rent of ten ſhillings or twelve ſhillings 
per acre, would ove nn eee value of a eng 
oe are.” 

The fifth objeAion in wintves two diſtin relations: 

_ 1ſt, Deterioration of the quality of. wool, e 
_ 2dly. hoon eprom ot its a aro " e f ma number 
of ſheep.” 

With ae to the firſt, by way of a it may 
be neceſſary to enquire, to what degree has this deterioration 
of quality manifeſted itſelf by a reduction of price on woot 
from ſheep of the /ame ſpecies, fed on improved and culti- 
vated lands, or on common ard waſte lands ? Was this point, 
ſo eſſential to the preſent difcuſſion, ever aſcertained by faic 
and accurate experiment? If not, the objection is wholly 
hypothetical. If it have, the reſult ought not only to be 
known but eſtabliſhed as data to argue from. Nothing of 


or $0MERSETSHIRE. | 6g 


this kind, however, has fallen within my obſervation. — 
therefore proceed aſſumptively, and grant, for the ſake f 
inveſtigation, a deterioration of quality as far as ſix- pence 
Engliſh wool on <u/tivated land, inſtead of waſte or barren. 
I the conceſſion as to price be ſufficiently liberal, let us en- 
injury therefrom. The clothier may mix ſomewhat leſs of 
this ſort.of wot with hard dre better to diſguiſe the al- 
teration in quality; or if uſed by itſelf, ſome difference in 
the texture or feel of the cloth might be the c . 
But if the alteration be uniuerſal, in point of view 
could any particular clothier, nor the trade collectively, be 

affected by it; and it is at leaſt probable, the publick at 
manufacture to detect it, or if they did, would regard it as 
too frivolous to merit notice. Allow for a moment the 
fmeſt Engliſn wool to be worth two ſhillings per pound, 
from ſheep fed on commons or waſte land, and one'ſhilling 
and ſix- pence if fed on cultivated land. In the former caſe 
the manufacturer of eloth would be a gainer, by having four 
pounds of wool — OR and he 
could not complain of a proportional reduction of price; a 
benefit might therefore, but no poſſible injury could necrue, 


to this party in the buſineſs. Let us now advert to the 


farmer, who not only repreſents himſelf, but the nation at 
land, not only in this, but in every poſſible variety of its ap- 
land in common, and this too with an undoubted augmen- 


turing ſheep, which afford the fineſt ; 


nation of the manufact 
and e eee ee ede pur to pe W eee e 
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gecces and four ca 3 lnftesd: of one; with a m lifeſt im- 
provement in the value of each. Muſt he then, from a 
mere phantom of a grievance which bewilders the imagi- 
XY, relinquiſh advantages of decided 


Surely not. 1 #4, Ke 

— 1 hs fn 
breed of ſheep; but this ſort is apparently on the decline in 
Favour of the improved breeds of Dorſetſhire, South-down, 
and other larger ſorts, as being more productive in wool, 
(quality and quantity conſidered) in fize of carcaſe, and in 
requiring a leſs given time to graze. Let it be admitted 
from theſe conſiderations, that in courſe of time the former 
' breed ſhould become extindt. What then? Should a real 
degeneracy of the quality of wool, magnified by the fears 
of the manufacturer, be permitted to militate againſt the 
ſolid benefit enumerated as above? The quality of cloth as 


to ſineneſt is comparative.” Diſtinction would vaniſh, pride 


and vanity would ceaſe to murmur, if the wool deſtined to 
the manufacture of cloth were of the ſame quality, how- 
ever coarſe. Ihe more opulent claſſes of ſociety might ſtill 
be gratified with cloth made entirely of Spaniſh wool; the 
middle with a mixture of Spaniſh and Engliſh; and the lower 
with that wholly” manufactured of Engliſh wool. But all 
-evidently calculated to advance national proſperity, as well 
as individual advantage, em eee, m 
tificatiom or diſguſt. Let us contemplate the ſubject 
the ſtill more intereſting claims of humanity. Can the little 


farmer and the artificer, the labouring manufacturer and the 


-huſbajglman, be ſed with the fleece? Suppoſe this valuable 
ſpecies of animal food were confined to the ſmall breed, 
vould there not be a diminution of its quantity ſo conſider- 
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four- pence to.ſix-pence per pound? Let it be remembered; 
too, that in proportion to the increaſed value of the fletee, ts 
farmer will be enabled to reduce the price of the carenſas , 
for his profit is derived from the whole animal, not as en e 
rated into parts. Therefore the more value the ſieece, tus 
cheaper he can afford to ſell the carcaſ ee. 
The next article under this objection, is the diminutan 
of the produce of wool: by leſſening the number of aſneep .. 
This takes for granted what ſtill remains to be proved, 
namely, that the incloſing of commons, fed principally by 
ſheep, has a tendency to leſſen the breed. I ſhall conſider 
any particular deſcription or ſpecies. Here I have not only-- 
me eee . 
to think that the number of ſneep will be incraqſad thereby, 
eee conſiderable degree. For perhaps, 
four years after inclofing, an exception may he. pleaded, 
ſince this portion of time | muſt! he allowed to a couiſe -; 
tillage manſarih ne 0 tha n-, ! eee 
not in the leaſt operas 8 « deduction from the vain of, 7 


| dn bree eee e eas F 
| Recurring to a former obſervation, that Mendip or up- 
land incloſures were moſt profitably applied as corn and 
_ farms, I vil —ͤ 
1 — ——„—-— | 
when in common, and a leſs proportion of land than this 
will ſcarcely be allowed for ſheep: feed. If this be admitted, 
let me aſk what becomes of the futile apprehenſoms of 1% 
lain the am h Wann 


repine, 


AL SURVEY 


dad row x fourth portion ef land as was before de. 


voted to the purpoſe, and the latter will have the conſolation 
to reflect that the other three-fourths are raiſed, from a ſtate 
totally unproductive, to a capacity of ppi! its owner 
with corn, and paſturage for cattle. 
I have ſome reaſon to believe, eee . 
ſions habe been made on the minds of both houſes of par- 
manufacture being the /aple trade of the nation, to which 
ſubordinate under every kind of parliamentary regulation. 
A little en- ede heres mme the ger * 
2 42 een N 
| — hs on denden acres, wy 8 
pole ne hundred and iy . | 
number by the Chien cee es ye Perhaps this propor- 
tion of ſheep-food'is much nearer to the ſtandard of _ 
tice than the former; if ſo, in any ratio, the manufacturer, 
inſtead of being abridged of his ſupply of wool by Wa 
. ee, bee, dein un i 
price. mm... ee ee eee e e ee . 
bah are the fuſs relive to'Wool: the concluſions are 
too much diſpoſed! to countenance,” may reſt ſatisfied that 
he cat receive no lee eee eee 
OY m—_ 
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vale of efates, to which commons are appertenant. 

In theory, this may appear in eee 
cauſe an increaſed produce, — 
tion, would more or leſs: countenance-ſuch an inference. 
But admitting the premiſes, it induces the neceſſity of 1. 
Let us ſuppoſe a farm with common appertenances to be 
worth one hundred pounds per year, and that by a depri 
vation of the common its value be reduced five pounds per 
year. If the common incigſed be worth ten pounds per 
year, the objection muſt give way. | 

"This ſtatement, bowever, beſtows a-degree of importaris 
on the objection which it ſcarce deſerves; for in fact, the 
incloſing both of the low and up- lands has been uniformly 
accompanied with an inereaſed produce from both; and it is 
no leſs true, that ſcarce an inſtance can be produced of ' the 
leaſt abatement in rent on the old efates, in conſequence of 
the tenants being deprived of their commons by incloſing... 

I ſhall now proceed to a minute delineation of the general 

Rice of farmers occupying land in this foreſt; and en- 
deavour to ſhew how far the general end of improvement 
has been kept in view, how far it has been deviated from, 
and r ĩ˙ •v— 

R — that the entwigen 
of the act of parliament, commiſſioners fees, roads, dividing 
and allotting, fencing, drawing and enrolling the award, and 
all other incidental expences, ought not to exceed two pounds 
ten ſhillings per acre; to this muſt be added. twenty ſhillings 
per acre for raiſing the quick-ſet hedges to maturity; and 
to avoid objections, uma 
ee pools, Ke. 
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copid not be eſtimated at eee 9 1 
indeed it is a matter of doubt, all circumſtances conſidered, 


ſlate, and previous to its cultivation, it might be let for 
eight ſhillings per acre; and when cultivated and manured 


Let us ſtate the account both ways, 
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From which muſww- | per ner, 25 years 0 15 0 
be deducted the chaſe 

value of the firſtF 
FL excluſive of 8.8 12 75 


intereſt .of 


eres wage e or f ahh 
employed to greater advantage than this, or in which the 
publick good can be more promoted; and yet T have fre- 
quently heard men, in other reſpects of ſound underſtand- 
ing, ridicule ſuch er; 2s Ar viſionary, and 
abſurd. 
Mere it even init,” that the adventurers in theſe 
ſchemes are for the moſt part ſufferers, yet it cannot be de- 
nied that the community is benefited, inaſmuch as the land 
is made to produce ten times as much as it did in its primi- 
tive ſtate; and the amount of labour is nothing but an ad- 
JR 
Notwith- 
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Notwithſtanding theſe improvements, on the foreſt of 
which we are now treating, have been carried on with un- 
abating ardour and activity, yet it qe wf ren e 
ing ſtatement, that much is + e 1 


INCLOSED. | | 
Pariſbes Acres 
Leigh — 100 
Aſhwick  — 350 
Ubly _— 0; 
Bleadon — 1000. 
Doulton and Stoke 800 
Shepton — $00 
Shuters Bottom 1 60 
Weſtbury . 
Weſt- Harptr — goo. 
Compton -Martin — 700 
Blagdon — 800 


Old-Down — 30 
Dinder and Croſcomb 890 
Chilcot and Horrington 800 

Wells 


| Berrington 


— 2800 


8 UNINCLOSED, . 
Pariſhes _ Acres 
Chewtoen — 2000 
; Eaſt-Harptry — 1100 
Priddy and n — 1200 
Axbridge' 3 - 300 | 


| Compton-Biſhop, — 300 


Winſcomb & Shipham 800 


; Rowboro'& Churchill 1000 


— 1000 


Charter-Houſe — 359 


Banwell, Lockſtone, 
_  Curſton, Locking, 


800 


This account was taken in 1794, fince which acts bave been oh- 
tained for the inclofing of Eaſt-Harptry, Cheddar, Banwell, ten, 


and Winſcomb. W e e , cul 


wy 
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Ene ſoil of theſe bills is for the dad e n loamy, 
and of a good conſiſtenoe; and were the climate more ge- 
nial, could not fail of being highly productive in all ſeaſons. 
Occaſionally are to be found ſpots of land Teſs valuable, 
being of a light ſpungy nature, black in colour, 3 1 
hs ee e of corn on firſt cultivation. 

Nature, however, has wiſely provided a manure within 
itſelf ; for under the ſurface, at the depth of a foot, is gene- 
rally found a ſtrong clay, which, being ſpread after the rate 
of thirty or forty cart - loads per acre, gives ſuch a tenacity to 
the ſoil as enables it to nen corn or auß e, in great 
end 9 777 
And WES let me adviſe a 93 inveſtigation of the fab= | 
ſtrata of all ſoils about to be improved; for I verily believe, 
that in moſt inſtances a manure may there be found near at 
hand, and congenial thereunto. Do we not frequently find 
clay under ſand, and fand under clay; under flint, chall; 
under white - lias or ſtone-braſh, marli; under red earth, 
lime; ſione; under peat - bogs, ſea mud or clay? Are not theſe 
circumſtances ſufficient indication to the wary huſbandman, | 
to examine minutely the interior quality of his land pre- 
vious to wilt extraneous $ and ha me nen of 


* An incontrovertible * of the juſtneſs of this e was | 
exhibited about twenty-four years ago at Eaſt-Cranmore, one of the firſt | 
commons on Mendip incloſed by act of parliament. On making the 
banks round a field of twelve acres, of which almoſt the whole was 
black ſpongy earth, a great part of the ditches, conſiſting of a yellowiſn 

red tenacious earth ſtrongly verging to clay, was thrown by their ſides 
to make room for what was thought better mould for the plants to 
grow in. The field was ploughed and ſown on one earth with oats, 
previous to which the malm, as it is called, by the fide of the ditches 
was ſpread and levelled. The conſequence was, that on the black 
earth there was a very thin crop not equal to the ſeed ſown, whilſt 


round the ditches, where the malm was OG Ow was a fine luxu- 
tant N RP. 


The 
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The climate of theſe hills is cold, moiſt, 8 
during the winter ſeaſon, and frequently immerſed in fogs; 
but in ſummer, the air is clear, ſalubrious, and invigorating, 


+ And it frequently happens that potatoes, French beans, and 


other ſpring crops, are deſtroyed in the vale by froſt in April 
or May, when thoſe on the hill are in no degree injured. 
The favourite corn crop is oats, which are produced in 
great abundance, and of good quality. The wheat and 
barley are inferior, being thick in the. ſkin, and of a dark 


colour; however, the defect in quality is amply made up by 


the quantity; for it is no unuſual thing, after the land is ma- 
nured with lime, to get from twenty to thirty buſhels (Win- 
cheſter) of wheat, and: forty or fifty buſhels of barley per 
acre, e e e be e e 
buſhels. 

But the moſt eligible mode of conducting a hom on \ lands 


of this deſcription, is to grow comparatively but little corn, 


and that little in the higheſt perfection. To have a great 
breadth of turnips, cabbages, potatoes,  vetches, artificial- 
graſſes, and conſequently' to maintain a great ſtock. To 


provide all neceſſary buildings for ſhelter in the winter, and 


for the purpoſes of making mountains of dung, which the 
large produce of ſtraw will enable the occupier to do. If 
ſheep be kept, let the choice be of wedders, (a breeding 


Seen fuck em Enuations handene) and let them 


de folded every night in the year. 
By theſe means, lands of this deſeription may be carried 
on in a progreſſive ſtate of improvement; and if the pre- 
ant price of the different articles of produce be not greatly 
reduced, neither the proprietor nor the tenant vt have "my 
reaſon to complain. | i | 


FENCES, 


or sounrer Tams 1 
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Let us now proceed to a deſcription of the fences; bald 
ings, reſervoirs or pools, limekilns, roads, and all Geller the 
needful appendages to ſuch undertakings. ws 
| There are various modes of fencing, and each has its ad- 
vocates, * 0 two eee walls and quickſet balken. 


3 WALL FENCE. | 
for e the outſide bounds are a wall fence, five 
feet ſix inches high, two feet and a half wide at bottom, and 
fifteen inches at the top, which is covered with a turf of 


= fix inches put on in the form of an arch, making together 


an height of ſix feet, This wall is partly dry and partly 
cemented with mortar, or what is commonly called a I/- 


wall, In ſome inſtances, where a flat bed of ſtone can be 
procured, it is made without cement, and if well built ſuch a 
wall is very durable. When the ground is level, the foun, 
dation of the wall is laid on the turf, and this is to be pre- 
ferred, as it will not be ſo apt to fink as when a trench i is 
dug. The expence of a liſt-wall may be thus calculated 
per rope of twenty feet running length: ; 
ROT / 
To ede coat . 
(25 ct. each) at 3d. — 0 2 „ 
To halling the hi ſuppoſing the diſtance . 
a mile, at 6d. — — 8 
Te bullding"pir hope, (ent ft) 35. 64. o 
To ſeven buſhels of lime, at 3zd. — 0 
To covering with rr (i done very well) — 


.o 11. wy 


VE " * 


1 „ of the „ wages and of coal, about 
fifteen per cent. muſt be added to theſe calculations 1797. J. B. 
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To halling ditto 


Fa ; 1 * 
8 | 1,6 * OY 8s 5 
- F I 
To building, at 
— 3 ; 885 3 d 2; 8 8 ? Z 3 
* « 
J 8 ; 1 
3 a 1 
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To turſing 


When ſiones can be got within a wheeling diſtance, or 


about ſixty or ſeventy yards, the coſt will be reduced about 


two ſhillings per rope, and if. the wall be wholly made with 
cement, it will be enhanced about two ſhillings and ſix- pence 


per rope. 


_ making of POR ſtone walls, two maſons ſhould work 
oppoſite each other, ſo that the ſurface of their work may 


be always level. Stones alſo ſhould be occaſionally ſelected 


of a ſufficient length to reach the whole breadth of the wall; 
this precaution will bind the work e and n 
durable. 


auckskr HEDGES. 


Fe badges, if ny monegatiand.ettended. in w 


young, are in themſelves great advantage and profit; they 
afford good ſhelter for the cattle, and they furniſh fuel and 


OR ee for the neceſſary ne ofthe OC- 


The firſt thing to be done, is ae the ramefo. of 
the ditch. The dimenſions of the bank on which the quick- 


eee, ſix feet at the bottom, three and 


wal. 
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. On dich fe i 
a ditch three feet wide and two feet deep; the ſides being 
made ſloping, and the bottom not wider than fix inches; 
this is to prevent the cattle from walking in the ditch and 
cropping the young ſhoots. In making the ditch, the men 
ſhould be particularly careful not to throw any bad earth 
from the bottom of the ditches into the centre of the bank. 
If this be done, the growth of the quick will be greatly re- 
tarded. Tho mee WE e OE 
rope (twenty feet. 
Let the ſets be Aken feos — 
ſoil; let them be ſtraight in their growth, having been once 
tranſplanted from the ſeed- bed, and four or five years old. 
The ſhoots ſhould alſo be ſmooth on the bark, and well 
rooted. That fete are worth ou one lg 
be Ut e quick ready, let 
a trench be cut in the middle of the bank, and let the ſets 
be cut off and laid with the head inclining a little at the diſ- 
tance of about three inches from plant to plant. Let the 
roots be then covered with a little of the beſt mould, after 
which fill up the whole trench with rotten dung, or compoſt, 


the trench and planting will coſt two-pence per rope. 
Nothing more is neceſſary than to ſecure them from in- 
jury. For their defence therefore, and ſhelter, two dead 
hedges muſt be made about four inches diſtant 1 che 


eb thine 6 ls the l (6 foie 
ſide being worked off to a ſlope; Wm NOT IEN 
e Ge Born ore PR Oe. X 
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outſide edges of the bank. ? Theſe. hedges are about two 
feet and half high, and compoſed of wreath or buſh wood, 


with a proper number of ſtakes; the expence of materials 


and labour is about two ſhillings and ten-pence per rope. 


"Time of planting the quick either in the months of October, 


February, or March. It is the practice of ſome to plant 


tuo rows of quick inſtead of one, but I have not found this 
plan ſucceed well. Some alſo recommend the planting at 
a a greater diſtance than three inches, under an idea that thick 


planting retards the growth; bur I have invariably found 
th-+ the hedges planted ici thrive the beſt. 

SC ©: adviſe the planting of timber trees an 
but I think it a bad practice, as the dripping from them fre- 
quently kills the e de gn e 
hedge. 

After this, the young quick 5 be ay weeded nd 
hoed twice'a year, and particular care muſt be taken to pre- 
yent their being cropped either by cattle or ſheep, both of 
which are very fond of the tender buds; and if by any ac- 
cident they have gained acceſs to them, and gnawed them, 
they muſt be cut down within an inch and half of the ground. 
In cold expoſed ſituations, two: /ets of dead fences are requi- 
ſite to > ale hd weg the bers eg ene 


5 . eee e eee ank Sl pk 


tes and in ſome inflances has exceeded the value of the land fo 


Incloſed—beſides, the young quicks are not ſo well ſheltered as by a 


| VVV | 


WOOL 


mm" e * Aa oe; 7 ! $7 a; * 7 
Planting and dunging ie 7 {10 anna 0 
Two dead hedges — ell - 
(NB. One 'waggon-load of ROPE vil cot 
178. 6d. and make: e GI _ 5 bris 4% 


ſingle hedge.) C0 zue © yy ward of bs 
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N.B. The old wood will pay for nag rp of he 
hedges injured by ſportſmen, &c. y 1 
In many counties it is the . n tba ub b. ; 

the face of the bank, nme 
this method generally prevaiis. i 

Having now ſtated the different wes 4 4 ne eit 
lift wall, a dry wall, and alſo of raiſing a bank, and planting 
quick, it may not be amiſs to enumerate me OO 
advantages and diſadvantages. | 1 196116, Lol s wt Vern - 

A wall is certainly the | beſt ſec for « given number of | 
years. It covers leſs 22 does leſs injury to the cropss 
if part by accident fal it is eakily en cattle are kept 


0 8 eee eee 
r J. B. 
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. K. 
want of ſhelter and durability, and in moſt inſtances where 
ſtone can eaſily be got, and I think in all caſes where land 
is poor and expoſed to violent and decline winda, it is 
the preferable fence. = 

On the other hand, ankle Sedans ave beantifil 0 the 
eye; and if the climate, quality, and depth of ſoil, be ſuch 
as to throw out a vigorous ſhoot, and minute attention be 
paid to them in their infancy, they are leſs expenſive, and at 
the end of fourteen years will yield a ſufficient produce 
when cut down and plaſhed to pay all the expences incurred 
by the firſt making; and this cutting may be repeated every 
twelve or fourteen-years without injury to the ſtocks. And 
here let me remind the farmer, that the proper time to cut 
and plaſh his hedges is, when the ground is to be ploughed, 
or if it be paſture, when the crop is to ſtand for hay; for 
cattle are very fond of the young branches, and by cropping 
them in the ſummer, will greatly injure the ſhoots. _ 
But may not theſe two modes be ſo combined as to reap 
the advantage of both, that is, by making both a wall and a 
hedge? To this there can be no objection but the expence. 
A dry ftone-wall, four feet and half high, with fix inches 
| turf on the top, may be built on a ſimilar calculation with 
the foregoing, for fix ſhillings per rope; and a low bank 
may be raiſed under it, on which quick may be planted. The 
growth, encouraged by ſhelter and warmth; will be rapid, 
and in four or five years time the wall may be taken away, 
roads, or for any other purpoſe. If this fence be made at the 
time when the land is converted into tillage, one dead fence 
Ip uns the planes on the wnlios will be 0 ner Lara 
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--Fits Tidat's icew lights dere 
of the preceding, but ſtill there is another method which I 
zaman fuch as that on which we 
This is making n ee 
it full grown flee or black-thorn, ſetting them very thick, and 
cutting off the top to the height of three feet. The prin - 
cipal objection that can be ſtarted to this plant is, the run» 
ning of its roots, which are ſaid to obſtruct the plough; but 
I can declare from long experience, that in banks ſuch as I 
preat quantities of this black-thorn might be found in cop» 
flow, wen ü, 


„Mende hte bs 6 f e tb." 


be obliged by your is them up; one good waggon- | 
load of theſe plants will be ſufficient for twelve rope, and 


the cot may be thus eſtimated: 


VVB. 18 alt yay cg the 
diſtance. A 
It may be adviſeable to mix with the a ſome 
hazer or withy ſtocks, together with the /arge brier, and to 
lay the loppings of the ſloe along the ſummit of the bank, 
ſecuring them by ſmall fakes fo as to prevent ſheep from 
making a paſſage through the ſtocks, - This fence requires 
but little repair; the floe will throw out ſo many ſhoots 
from its root, and the briar will ſo intwine its branches with 
the hedge, as to make it in a few years impervious to cattle 
of any kind. And though it cannot be expected to grow 
to a great height, yet it will be as clole and thick as the 
farmer can wiſh; and, together with the bank, will conſti- 
| tute excellent ſhelter and defence, and withal will be made 
at the leaſt poſſible expence. _ , 
ufter incloſing and dividing, the next ut objets of attention 
are ſuitable buildings, ſuch as a dwelling-houſe, barns, ſta- 
bles, ſtallings, &c. &c. Theſe are placed as near as poſlible 
to the centre of the farm, and though not elegant. are for the 
moſt part uſeful and commodious. They are built with 
ſtone, ald generally thatched, ihe, inconvenience of which is 
ſeverely felt; for . noiſture of the air, and the powerful 
ig ME On ts effects 
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effe@ts of the wind, render ene et en A 
roof will require coating every eight or ten years; it is a 
harbour for vermin; is more dangerous in reſpect to fire; 
and, every thing conſidered, is more expenſive than tile, to 
encourage the uſe of which, our rulers would do well, were 
they to repeal the preſent tax upon that article, (or at leaſt 
to allow a drawback on ſuch as may be uſed on farm-hauſes, 
barns, &c.) for I think it would not be difficult to prove that 
the injury done to the kingdom in reſpect to its agriculture, 
is five times greater than the produce of the tax. Exempt 
from duty, the uſe of tile muſt, I think, be general, by 
which means all the ſtraw would be devoted to the purpoſe 
of ſubſiſtence for cattle, or manure. The expence of a 
comfortable farm-houſe, with its neceſſary appendages, is 
eſtimated at about two hundred and fifty pounds. That 
of a barn, roomy enough for four threſhers, and capacious 
enough to hold twenty or thirty loads of corn, one hundred 
and fifty pounds. Stables, ſtalling, pig-ſtyes, &c. one hun- 
dred and fifty pounds more, making in the whole five hun- 
dred and fifty pounds. This expenditure will be ſufficient 
for a farm of five hundred acres. The practice lately in- 
troduced of placing the barns on a declivity cannot be too 
much commended; a warm and commodious ſtall for oxen, 
covered by one roof, is thereby gained. The barn-floor, 
thus elevated, is rendered more durable, and leſs ſubject to 
vermin; the corn is kept more dry and ſweet than on a 
ground floor; nor can it ſlip through the barn-floor without 
diſcovery; and I know of no poſſible inconvenience that 
can accompany this plan. Barns, ſuch as theſe, are placed 


* Repair (if poſſible) thatched buildings in the ſummer ſeaſon. A 
covering put on then, will SIO longer than one put on in the 
winter. J. B. 


: | 
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that way. Annexed thereto is a capacious yard, with pro- 
per cribs for hay and ſtraw, where the animals feed, and re- 
n 
e 

( ( fas. ia 
ee eee water; and as the ſituation is on a de- 
ſcent, ſuch pond is ſoon filled by the common current of 
| ny bs pred eee the roof of the | 

barn, 

On one farm, Met bf eee 

the proprietor has made a ſemicireular farm-yard, and. by 
building a wall on the o»t/ide, and round pillars on the inſide, 
at the diſtance of about fourteen feet from each other, and 
covering the ſame with ſtrong lugs or poles, has made an 
excellent /ftaddle for corn. To ſecure it from vermin, he 
has placed a row of flat ſtones at a foot diſtance from the 
top both of the wall and pillars inſide and outſide. This 
row of ſtones projects about eight inches, and ſhuts ſo 
cloſe together that no vermin can gain acceſs to the corn, 
On this ſtaddle (as it is here called) he places the whole of 
his wheat crop, except that portion which he intends to 
threſh for ſeed; for the moiſture of the air in winter renders 
the wheat on theſe hills ſo damp and cold, that the ſale at 
that ſeaſon is very ſlack, and ſhould in moſt inſtances be 
avoided. In all my farming excurſions, I never ſaw a more 
comfortable covering for cattle, nor a better foundation for 
a corn mow ; and under the ſuppoſition of its being threſhed 
in the ſummer months, no poſſible inconvenience can attend 
Int "Ou FO wy aver 0p ge 
cyt e 


* 
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1 POOLS, . 


The next, and not the.leaſt important appendage of theſs - 
farms, are pools or reſervoirs of water; for on hills ſo ele- 
vated few ſprings can be expected. Nothing more ſtrongly 
verifies the truth of the old adage, « Neceſlity is the mo- 
ther of invention,” than the ſkill exhibited by the maſons 
of this diftri&t in buildings of this nature. Scarcely ever do 
theſe pools let through the water, and the coſt, ſuppoſing it 
to be of the following dimenſions, 40 feet e you 
and 6 feet deep in the middle, may be thus tated: At 

O62 21,25 He 4 
Digging out for foundation | — 2 2 0 
N. B. In moſt inſtances this will furniſh a ſuffi- 


cient quantity of (ona: n ee, +75 
Maſon's labour — —— 10 10 0 
nn — 3 0 o 
Ten loads of clay and carriage 1 0 © 
eee ede e 2 1 0 


18 0 0 


A pool of thels dicariicns, i ywopuity Sela, WL 
ply eighty or one hundred acres with a ſufficiency of water 
for the ſtock throughout the year; and if well made, may be 
kept in repair for ſix- pence a year. | 5 


®* Some cautious people go to a conſiderable diſtance for lime made 
from the white-lyas ſtone, which is certainly a ſtronger cement under 
„F men e 


LIMEKILNS, 
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LIMEEKILNS. 


As Lime is the grand manure of this diſtrict, by which 
the improvements of cultivation are in a great meaſure 
brought about, kilns for burning it are numerous, and ge- 
nerally thought well conſtructed; their form is that of a 
French bottle, the height ſeventeen feet, the length of the 
neck, in which the calcination is wholly effected, ſeven feet; 
its diameter four feet, and the diameter of the belly in the 
largeſt part twelve feet. They are built on the fide of a 
hill, by which means the top is on a level with the adjacent 


WW and the coſt is as follows; 5 
Digging out the concavity — 0 
(This will 2 building) | 
Building — — 440 
Lime and * — 1135 o 
a ſhelf-houſe for the kiln to pott the ; 
lime, and covering the ame  ——— 3 0 0 
| 5 ies 0 0. 


In ſuch a kiln, may be burnt four hundred and eighty 

| buſhels of lime per week, and this will conſume fifteen. 
quarters, or one hundred and twenty buſhels of refuſe coal, 
ſuch as is not commonly uſed for any houthold purpoſes, 
The coal coſts at the pit two-pence per buſhel, and the diſ- 


In conſequence of the advance of lime, coal, and wages, lime- 
kilns row coſt about thirteen pounds; and from the fame cauſes, tho 


. “VVV 1 


J. B. 1797. 
tance 


tance being ſix miles, the carriage is three · pence, the prime 
coſt of the lime eee ee 
" the-following anculnwen Map an: 4 


mull ere. - 4 rab —_ 
Fifteen quarters of coal, alt 
35. 4c. ˙ 2 IO eee 
Limeburner 4d. per quarter, at 18. 2d. 
eee 1 0 0 „ 


4 3 10 . ie © 


The lime produced by one of. theſe kilns will amply 
manure three acres per week; and I leave my readers to 
determine, whether kilns of this conſtruction are or are not 
to be preferred to thoſe in ſhape of an inverted cone. The 
largeneſs of the ſurface in the laſt-mentioned muſt, I ſhould 
think, require coal of a better quality, and conſumea greater 


ROADS, | | 


Leg. let us take a view of the publick Roads, "They 
are left forty feet wide, and are ſtoned twelve feet, 7p 

It is uſual to ſtone theſe roads one foot thick in the mid- 
dle, and nine inches at the ſides, making thereby a gentle 
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eee ee, 0 be 
eee of ona comet dro ae ad 
cut. each) — 20 
Wheeling or halling ditto — 3 0 
60 RE — 3 


Me, e ad on , to th 


MoDE or CULTIVATION. 


PP 


| pools made, and publick roads formed, let us now take a 


ſurvey of the expence of cultivating theſe lands, under the 
following heads: ploughing, manuring, cropping, and har- 
veſting. In this, I ſhall endeavour to draw information 
from reaſon and experience, and ſhew upon what grounds 
the practices are founded, fo that my readers may then take 


or refuſe them, according to their own judgments. 


I have before ſtated, that the ſoil of Mendip hills is a fine 


mellow mould, intermixed occaſionally with Jeſs tertile in- 


gredients, ſuch as ſtone, gravel, clay, and the like; and ac- 
cording as theſe are greater or leſſer in quantity, the ſoil is 
worſe or better. In all caſes the * diſtin- 


I muſt here reprobate the Hs ae ye} 7 rap 


been too guilty, viz. that of ſtoning the roads only twelve fect wide. 


In conſequence of its narrowneſs, one track only is formed by wheel- 


carriages, and the repairs are endleſs. On all accounts, expericnce 
direQs me to recommend ſixteen feet at leaſt. J. B. 1797. 5 
: : puiſh 5 
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| — eee whe 
great luxuriance, there he is ſure to find deep good land; 
but weak low furze, ruſhes, or WEEN a 
of poverty at 

The object to nate A | 
may be deemed the moſt important and intereſting, being 
nothing leſs than the proceſs by which this comparatively 
barren ſoil is converted into fertile and productive land: 
and on a nearer inſpection, it will probably be allowed, that 
to individuals, or more beneficial to community. This ſoil 
does not pour forth its vegetable productions ſpontaneouſly, 

| but its qualities and ſtrength are ſuch as to produce great 
returns, if properly cultivated and manured; and were an 
ancient inhabitant of theſe regions to return to life,” he 
would be at a loſs'to know the — ——_ 
| new country. ©: 

The months n or Oktober en bits. 
commence the tillage. The inſtrument” made uſe of, is a 
ſtrong foot plough, without wheels; coſt two guineas, *'The 
breadth of the plit about ten, and the depth four inches. 
Four horſes, or ſix oxen, will turn about'three-fourths of an 
acre in eight hours. A man is employed to go after the 
plough with a ſpade, to repair balles, to dig up ſtones, and to 
lay the plit flat: this ploughing may be valued from twelve 
to twenty ſhillings per acre. In this ſtate it remains to be 
mellowed by the winter froſts till March, when black oats 
harrowed in by four turns of the harrow on the ſame ground. 
A few farmers, previous to this ſowing, have lately adopted 
me plan of hacking the ſurface, at the expence of five ſhil> 
tai . leſs ſeed will do, and be 
fame 


ſnillings; and in April the liming is begun. Four horſes 
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ſame is more regularly diſtributed and better covered; be- 
fide, the hacking and harrowing is not more expenſive than ; 
the troubleſome dragging before · mentioned: the expence of 
ee ati Wanna ature 
per acre. 
Aſter this, it is alete expence of ons hlling per 
aere. Nothing more is done till harveſt,” and the average 
hh may be ſet at twenty-five buſhels per acre; the ſtraw 
of which will pay for harveſting and threſhing (that e | 


eight ſhillings per acre.) 


Soon after harveſt, or ade e neee witter; 


Y the ground is croſz-ploughed with the double-furrow plough, 


value fx thillings per acre. Harrowed in March, value two 


and two men, with two carts holding thirty-two buſhels of 
lime each, (if the kiln be not at a greater diſtance than one 
mile) will cover one acre and half per day, at the rate of 


| „ e 0 ALY RO per acre. 


+ The Sine is Sa Hs th a | 


ide eee "feet! de hang very mays net mine 
(value of lime included) thirty-five ſhillings. - ' 


. Covering theſo heaps with earth, and bene ſptead- 
ing them, (which ſhould. NY MONO? 
folved) are worth one ſhilling and ſix- pence per acre. 
After this the ground is well harrowed, two — 
acre; then ploughed very thin or raftered, five ſhillings; 
harrowed again two ſhillings, and in this ſtate remains for 
the ſeed earth. It is found highly advantageous to expedite 
the liming, and fo finiſh all the work previous to the ſeed 


earth by the middle of July; ſo that all the ſtock, ſuch as 


cows, ſheep, horſes, &c. may have free acceſs to the fallow, 


4 or may be frequently driven over it, for the purpoſe of ma- 


yg 


ak \ SOMERSETSHIRE, oo - 
e begnningof the month of Robe ery i the time for fon 


row, e harrow in ihe ſeed; ; the latter I think preferable, © 


as the uncorrupted ſward, furze, &c. are by harrowing 
brought to the ſurface, and are a great defence to the infant 


plant during winter; whereas, if buried, they keep the 


ground hollow, and expoſe the roots to injury. Which 
ever way it be done, the laſt ploughing, ſowing, and harrow- 
ing, will coſt about ſeven ſhillings per acre, to which add 


two buſhels and half of ſeed, value fifteen ſhillings, and the 
whole expence has been enumerated. No weeding is ne- 
ceſſary, nor is there any other diſburſement, fave rolling in 


April, which ſhould be performed with a very . roller, 


at the expence of two ſhillings per acre. 
T { 
* 
13 
5 PI 
Fs 
3 F 
8 
e 


: 7 RR” 
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7 * ** 
„ fan SW LESS 
4 


* 


ä To lat ploughing, bene 
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— anghats, on fate the ave- 
rage produce per gcre,” 
. I args 5 "Bf year, 


Dr. 2. 3 | 33 Cr. 


To ben ploughing — o 160 e 
To hacking and ſowing oats o 7 0 „ 
To fix buſhels of ſeed — 0 15 o By 25 buſhels 


To rolling — 010 oats 28. 6d. 3 26 


To one year's rent — o 8 | 
Second year. © Sud year. BE 


To croſs ploughing — o 6 o By 25 buſhels _ 
To harrowing _ — 0 20 * AAP + 


To liming (160 buſhels _ 
per acre) — 1 150 
To covering and ſpreading o 1 6 
To harrowing L 0 20 
To ploughing -— 0 5 o 
To harrowing | 9 20 


and harrowing — o 70 
To two buſhels and half 

of ſeed ww O10. 
To rolling — 0 20 
To two years rent — 0160 
7.06 
Profit 3 12 © 

10 14 6 10 12 6 

— __-_Mr, 


N. B. The firaw in both inſtances will pay for reaping, 


— 


_ HARVESTING 
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HARVESTING AND THRESHING. 


The reaping of wheat is generally performed by the acrez 
ang, as the ripening is a fortnight later on theſe hills than 
in the vale, there is no want of hands. The price from five 
to ſeven ſhillings and ſix- pence per acre, including cutting, 
binding, and mowing. It is always hand- griped as it is 
called, that is, collected within the palm of the hand be- 
fore the hook or ſickle is applied. All the corn, wheat, 
barley, and oats, are bound into ſheaves and mowed in the 
field. The price for barley and oats from three to five ' 
ſhillings ; beſides theſe prices, the men are allowed for wheat 
two gallons of beer, and for barley and oats one galloa'and 
half, per acre; ' | 
In ſituations ſubject to ſudden and Alen rain, this cuſ- 
tom of mowing in the field cannot be condemned, as, in re- 
ſpect to wheat, the day's cutting is ſecured every evening, 
and the lent corn can be put together and ſecured much 
ſooner than in the common method. _. _ 

The principal objections are, the bringing mice with the 
ſheaves into the barn, or large mow; and the want of ſuffi- 
cient dryneſs in the corn for winter threſhing, | 

The men of this country are very dextrous in making 
_ theſe mows, ſo as to prevent rain from injuring the corn; 

and they frequently remain five or ſix weeks in the 1 
without ſuffering any damage. | 

Wheat is ſeldom threſhed with the ſunw, but W are. 
cut off, and the ſtraw bound in ſheaves tied very tight; the 
circumference of the ſheaf at the bond ſhould be fix feet; 
this coſts five-pence per ſheaf, including the threſhing of 
the cars. A good acre of wheat will produce three dozen 
n _. __"thave, 


. 
h * 
= 4 - 
E 
E | 
4 
2 


than withre/hed. J. B. 
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ſheaves, value eight ſhillings and ſix- pence per dozen, & and 
each ſheaf ſhould weigh fifty - ſix pounds. By this method, 
the firmneſs of the ſtalk is preſerved, and rendered more va- 
luable for the purpoſes of thatching buildings, f Ke. 
Barley and oats are threſhed by the quarter. Price from 
one ſhilling to one ſhilling and ſix-pence per quarter. 
A good acre of oats will produce two, waggon-loads of 
ſtraw, 
The land is now conſidered in its higheſt ſtate of ſtrength 


_ and vigour; and it is thought by moſt farmers, that every 


ſucceeding year reduces its value; nor can this be wondered 


at, when the ſubſequent courſe of cropping is ſtated. 


It is no unuſual thing to have three or four ſucceſſive 
crops of corn, nay, ſometimes five or ſix without an inter- 
vening fallow, or fallow crop ; greateſt part of the ſtraw is 
ſold, nor is the land ſown with artificial gralſes tilt it 2s, no 
ts ene cs 


Ear · pitching is the provincial term for this management, and the 
ſheaves thus prepared are called reed-ſheaves. They are in general 
uſe for the purpoſe of thatching, for which, indeed, they are ſolely in- 


| tended, The practice is not confined to Mendip, but is in common 


uſe through great part of the diſtrict. The workmen are very dex- 
trous in making, and the thatchers no leſs expert in uſing it; and at 
the ſame time that it makes a covering more durable than any other 


af ſtraw, it is of ſuch ſuperior neatneſs, that the thatched buildings of 


this neighbourhood excite the admiration of many ſtrangers coming 
from other parts where this practice is not known. 
A dozen ſheaves. will cover a ſquare of one hundred feet. Price | 


of laying them up (new work) three ſhillings per dozen, A ſecond or 


any ſucceeding coat, two ſhillings Bo. agen. Mending, four-pence | 
per ſheaf, R. P. 


+ Some people diſpute this point, and ſay, that the hollow tube of 
the wheat-ſfiraw admits the air, and that its decay is thereby accele- 
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3 together with the coldneſs of 
the climate, has hitherto operated as an effectual bar to the 
ſettlement of opulent and more enlightened farmers; but TT 
am well perſuaded, than if even one of that deſcri | 
to ſettle here on a farm of a proper ſize, viz. "os. or ** 
hundred acres, he would, according to the farmer's phraſe, 
4 find himſelf at home,“ and his example would ſoon be 

followed by many others. 

| Cabbages, turnips, potatoes, carrots, LEFT" vetches, 
flax, oats, clover, and all artificial graſſes, may be ſong in 
the higheſt abundance and perfection. 

The land is never glutted with rain, nor iel to 
| drought, and the fogs (of which ſo much is ſaid) are pre- 
valent only in the winter ſeaſon,® 
It cannot be denied, but that a cold wet bone, ſuch : 25 | 
that of 1792, is peculiarly unfavourable to the ripening of 
corn on lands of ſuch elevation, but in ſummers like the laſt, 
ey countries could vie with it. - 
Though I am no advocate for farms of an a ex- 
tent, yet I think, that on ſoils, and in ſituations ſuch as 
Mendip hills, they ſhould not be leſs than four or five hun- 
dred acres. I mean ſufficient to keep a flock of ſheep for 
the purpoſes of folding, which ſhould be unremittingly pur- 
ſued through both winter and ſummer months. On the 
fallows in the ſummer, and on the graſs land or in the farm- 
yard in the winter, A wether flock would be beſt calcu- 
lated for the purpoſe; and it is a matter of doubt with many 
judicious farmers, whether ſheep of that kind are not equally 
. with the breeding ſtock, even in ſituations more 


e The incoovenience of fogs i greatly abated by te icing an 
inaining of the low moor lands in the vicinity of Mendip. 
"mA mild 
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mild and temperate. By ſuch a ſyſtem of management, 

one hundred acres might be manured every year with the 
fold, which, joined with occaſional liming and the applica- 
tion of the farm-yard dung, would keep the land in a pro- 
greſſi ve ſtate of improvement, and at the. leaſt poſſible 


DOVBLE-FURROW PLOUGR. 


F ormerly the a uſed here were the m6ſt 3 | 
and ill-contrived, that could be conceived, but they have in 
a great meaſure given place to the double-furrowed plough, 

which was introduced to this neighbourhood by a ſpeculative 
gs earned firmer a PING, Ao and de- 
ſpiſed by all practical huſpandmen. 

Though common farmers are for the moſt part ben 
in adopting new plans, yet 1 never knew any valuable diſ- 
covery that they did not ſooner or later fall into. $0 it 
happened with the double ploughs. For ten years, did the 
perſon above alluded to uſe this inſtrument, and was con- 

ſtant in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, in recommending it to 
others; (for they who have a true taſte fqr agriculture, en- 
Joy themſelves in the communication of every uſeful diſco- 
very) but all in vain, the more warm he was in enforcing 
its utility, the more reluctant were the common renters in 
adopting the uſe of it; and in all probability it would have 
remained to the preſent day, undiſtinguiſhcd for its ſuperi- 
ority, had not the ſame been manifeſted at the different 
trials of ploughs exhibited under the direction of the Bath 
Agricultural Society. | 

At preſent, ſcarce any other plough is uſed after the firſt 

breaking; and, I believe, I may truly aſſert, that in compa- 
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riſon with the old ploughs of the diſtrict, 1 
pounds per year is ſaved. on a farm of five hundred acres, 
Another mode of management has been for many years 
paſt introduced by the perſon, before alluded to, dn 
ploughing by the acre inſtead of the day. r 
The contract is thus conducted; the W oxen | 
and food, and the ploughman labour and driver. The lats 
ter is alſo bound to attend the cattle at all times, even when 
debarred from work by rain, ſnow, froſt, or any other cauſe. 
The price is two ſhillings and two-pence per acre for 
the ploughing of the rough Mendip lands when firſt in 
cloſed, (this is done with a ſingle plough) and one ſhilling 
and two-pence for all other e of d W e 
with the double plough, - 

By this ſyſtem of management be has ——_ had. more 
ground ploughed by one team, than his neighbours by 7woz 
and it has been no unuſual thing for his man and boy to 
earn regularly per week ſeventeen ſhillings and ſix · pence, 
that is, for two acres and half per day on an average. Nay, 
his man has repeatedly ploughed with fix oxen (in yokes) 
twenty acres of land, ſtatute meaſure, in forty-eight hours 
I mean in fix ſucceſſive days, reckoning eight hours per day: 
the breadth of the plit according to agreement not exceed- ' 
ing nine inches, nor the depth dan thay nin hes {hen 

the ſoil was deep enough to admit thereof.) - 
Let us pauſe here, and ſeriouſly conſider Rl eee 
of contract in compariſon with daily labour.“ The Engliſh - 


Many ſenſible and well-meaning men have objected to contra 
| labour, under the idea of its being injurious to the health and longe- 
vity of the labourer ;—but though I have been in the habit of letting 
my work by the job or taſk for twenty years paſt, I neyer perceived 
FFP Where great 
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— Ai add arr 
couraged thereto, e ee eee Fark hoes 
exhilarating influence of good cheer. | 
Do we not ſee in times of harveſt a degree of activity 
exhibited, unknown. at other times of the year? and this at 


2 ſeaſon when the heat of the e, nn induces 


fatigue. 

ſn Db toe t the „eher 41 artiſan, almoſt of every 
deſcription, have recourſe to contract labour? And though 
their workmen earn from ten to thirty ſhillings per week, 


do they not find their account in ſo doing, from the emu- 


lation which it excites, and the nen of eee 
which it produces ? | 

Muſt it not be ak that in / thats countries 
where daily labour is the prevailing mode, a flow and indo- | 
lent habit is generated, which neither promiſes nor threats 
can entirely overcome, to the great injury of the common- 
wealth, as well as of the farmer. Suppoſe we allow the 
average rate of daily labour to be fixteen-pence, and admit 
that by contract, men will be excited to earn twenty-pence, 
what an addition of uſeful labour would abe taking 


RET e eee 


But I muſt not enter too widely into this field of diſcuſ- 
fon, and ſhall only add, that in reſpect to the operation of 
ploughing, the method now ſuggeſted can only be ſubject to 


ay a | 
t; hitter © 


exertion and exceſs of wages are forerunners to drunkenneſs and de- 


| bauchery, ſuch conſequences may follow;—but no practical man will 


deny, that where daily labour prevails, a conſiderable portion of the 
day is waſted in ſauntering, holding tales, and in a ſluggiſh uſe of thoſe 
limbs which are capable of more lively motion. | 
At any rate, ploughing by the acre cannot poſſibly be — with 
W227 . 
Firft, 


Firſt, the poſſibility of cattle velng injured win 
exertion; and ſecondly, imperfection in the execution. 
Both theſe are eaſily obviated by. ſtating, that the eye of 
the maſter may ſee, and his judgment may direct, fo as to 
preclude the poſſibility of impoſition, without detection. 
| Diſpatch at particular ſeaſons of the year may be conſi- 
fummer crops. A dry and favourable ſeaſon for ſowing 
occurs in March; by contract labour, and improved inftru- 
ments, you are enabled to plough and ſow double the ufual 
quantity. The increaſed produce in compariſon with a 
ſowing in April, may be fairly calculated at more than the 
rent of the land, excluſive of the comparative cheapneſs. 
The fame argument will hold good, in reſpect to flax, hemp, 
—_— potatoes, N ſummer-fallows, &c. &c. 


COMPARISON BETWEEN HORSES 
AND OXEN, | | 


i e ee of ies in this d — 
oxen are preferable to horſes, for the purpoſe of ploughing, - 
but for harrowing and all other purpoſes, the contrary. 


The expences of keeping a team of each for the pur- 


poſes of farming may be thus ſtated, and it will appear, that 
Tm IS 


HORSE 
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HORSE TEAM, (4). 


The firſt coſt, including harneſs, cannot be efimated a 
leſs than one hundred pounds. F 
To go weeks keepin at hay a ihe? 24 0 © 


Corn throughout the year 25 o o 
To 09100095 agg weeks keeping at graſs, at 38. 6d. al 
L. 76 o o 


OX TEAM, (6) 


The firſt coſt of theſe, ſuppoſing them to ba the beſt ' 
North-Devon breed, and four or five years old, yokes, 
bows, and chains included,“ 7ol. 
To twenty-ſix weeks at hay, twenty- -four tons, 


4 0 0 


at 406. — 
Twenty-ſix ditto at graſs, - 28. 6d. per — 5 
each ox 19 10 0 
Repairs of yokes and bows, and chains — 0 10 © 
F | : (© | . 68 8 p 


Some farmers think that three horſes are robes in exer- 
tion to ſix oxen; if that be admitted, the expences of the 
horſe team will be leſs than thoſe of the oxen. 

If an accident ſhould happen whereby a horſe is lamed, 
ene is noch wore Jedfoped than in en of an en: 


| on ae ow dune 2799) pr ent. c. 1. 3. 


II RE. 105 


| horſes, if purchaſed at the age of four or ſive years, are im- 
proving in value for two or three years, as much or more 
than oxen. And every intelligent farmer muſt be ſenſible 
of the folly of keeping a horſe after he is fix or ſeven years 
old; they ſhould then be transferred to common carriers, 
&c. and agriculture ſhould only be the medium whereby a 
young horſe OP 80 9 labour, 1 to more 
e 


9 - e 
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l 7s LIMING. 


| Heng pe flere ee ler hap 
dern improvement of theſe hills, I ſhall only add, that in- 
ſtances might be produced of lands letting at this time for 
thirty ſhillings per acre, which forty years ago were not 
worth four ſhillings; and the beginning of all theſe improve- 
ments has been by lime, whereby the acidity of the ſoil, 
_ impregnated with mineral exhalation, has been corrected, 
and crops raiſed on them as good as thoſe on improved 
fields; and it is no, leſs wonderful than true, that thirty 
cart - loads of rotten dung per acre, previous to liming, have 
had no ſenſible effect; but after the land has been once 
limed, the operation of dung is as perceptible here as on 
other lands, Surely this circumſtance will prove, that theſe 
hills come under the deſcription of barren land, as referred 
to in the ſtatute of Edward VI. and as ſuch be exempt 
from the payment of tithes for ſeven years. 5 | 
Before we leave the ſubject of liming, it may be right to 
inform my readers, that ſome have e their old paſtures 


is RS thee e in that at is not 
done ny by a new bill explanatory of its meaning. | 
A wich 
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with hot lime; by which the moſs has been de 
à fine herbage produced, ——— — all 
forts of ſtock; The lime, after the rate of one hundred 
and ſixty buſhels per acre, is put on the land ſoon after it 
is mown, and its effects are very durable; being perceptible 
for fifteen or twenty years, and it quite alters the nature of 
the coarſe ſour graſs, to which old layers are very ſubject. 
I confeſs I am ignorant of the whole cauſe, whereby lime 
produces ſuch happy effects; but, however unknown the 
cauſe, all agree that it is the moſt cheap and efficacious 
manure that the huſbandman on theſe hills can have re- 
cours to. | | | F 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER. VI 
ARABLE LAND, 


| An little attended to, he RI of 
| this diſtrict, the mode of tillage is very defective. The 
ſtubbles are ſcarce ever ploughed till near Chriſtmas; and 
as it is the common practice to have at leaſt two crops of 
lent corn after wheat, the ground i is on, in a proper ſtate 
to receive graſs ſeeds. 5 
Few turnips are grown; and the land intended for ſum- 
mer fallow, preparatory to wheat, is not ploughed till the 
ſowing of the ſpring- corn is finiſhed, from theſe cauſes the 
land abounds with — coltsfaot, &cc. * can we 
ee the 


i [ROTATION or CROPS, 3 

+ e ee ee ! g bet Ae 20 
2 I 25 8 3d, be ae 5 
4th. Oats 13 wang Thi will oe 
Sth. Oats and graſs-ſeed 


% N well - 
” Or, iſt, 8 | 


od; Wh bot int 
3d. Beans This.1s -pretty; good. cone 


An acre of good turnips will (between the months of November 
and March) maintain one hundred ſheep fix weeks, and an acre of 
cabbages two months. An acre alſo of good turnip-rooted cabbages, 


or an acre of Swediſh turnip, will maintain one acts up 
the trying month of March. | | 


i that a little hay be given with the roots. 


* 
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On the Red Earth, 


1ſt, Oats on the ly 4th. O 
2d. Summer-fallow th. Oats. 
34. Wheat tz. Oats andgraſs-ſeed | 


"Files Sie the graſs ſeeds are ſown in the ſecond crop of 
Lk after a winter fallow. I . | 


| On the Stone- Braſh, | 
oe That i is, the land abounding with marl. 1 


r ene Ath. Barley and clover. 5 
20. Wheat 40561 85 te ads CIOvers | = = 
ide VV Beat: |) 15 

Of this ſoil and its. a 1 hal . more ly 

hereafter. 


Fallowing is only pradtiſed i in all thoſe foils; for as 
turnips are little known, the farmers are obliged to have 
occaſional recourſe thereunto to clean their _ made Foul 
wan luccelbve corn 1 


CROPS. COMMONLY. CULTIVATED. 


WurAr generally ſown after a ſummer fallow, FRY 


times after beans; but in conſequence. of inattention to the 


hoeing and cleaning the bean crops, the wheat is ſo choaked 
with weeds, that this rotation is on the decline. It is the 
general practice to manure for wheat cither with lime, dung, 
or the ſheep-fold. 

The laſt produces the beſt corn. V ſorts of wheat 
are ſown, and each has its advocates. In the vales, and on 
ſtrong clay land, the cone or bearded wheat takes the lead ;— 


next to that, the white and red hoar or velvet wheat—the 
brazil—the white Holland, and red lammas. On the hills, 
and on all expoſed ſituations, the red raw, which differs 


Pl from 
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from the red lammas, inaſmuch as every bloſſom is of a 
purple colour. Moſt attentive farmers prepare their ſeed by 
ſteeping it in water, mixed with a ſufficient quantity of ſalt 
or brine to ſwim an egg, ſtirring it well and ſkimming'off 
the light and defective grains, and afterwards drying it with 
hot lime; this is found a never-failing preventative of the 
ſmut. The ſeed is always ſown broadcaſt, after the rate of 
two and half or three Wincheſter buſhels per acre, and moſt 
commonly under furrow, on ſix-feet ridges. It is weeded 
in the ſpring, and but ſeldom has any top-drefſing 
The method of harrowing and threſhing has been already 
explained. The produce varies from twelve to thirty, buſhels 
per acre. | 
| BanLey.—Excepting the one. rant 6 or marl ſoil, chers 
is very little land in this Giſtrict ned me to the culture of 
barley. | 
Oars may be conſidered as the prindpdl CR crop, 
and, though ſown on a corn ſtubble, is generally productive. 
The quantity of ſeed ſix buſhels.  _ 
The time of ſowing March and April, * and the produce 
from thirty to E buſhels 22 , 


= — 


a „ 
p * 


* 
S — — 
i 85 
4 ; 5 


Few farmers Is in opinion . early or late ſowing, and 
perhaps no fixed time can with propriety be eſtabliſhed, The ſucceſs, 
or otherwiſe, depends ſo much on fortuitous circumſtances, ſuch a8, 
the wetneſs or dryneſs of the ſeaſon, the temperature of the air, 
both at the time of ſowing and after, that what ann 
is quite the contrary the next. 

The following rules may, I think, be ſafely followed: not to "xk 


wheat before the month of a erer nor later than the beginaing of 
November. 


Not to fow till the ed eaten ct and made cloſe 
| and firm by rain. 
After the middle of February, whenever the land devoted to ſpring 

_ crops is dry and healthy, begin planting beans, and ſowing oats; and 

under the ſame circumſtances let all your barley wh in the ground be- 

fore the middle of April, J. B. 
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- Rye ah Buck-Wuzar ſcarcely known. - 
Bx Axs and PRASRE are ſometimes ſown hat py 


1 eee are the latter is conſidered as the beſt method, 


ane. are not cultivated ſo much as N * 


1 | 


og the picithes of Wrington, Blagdon, Ubly, Compton- 
| Martin, and Harptry, teaſels are much cultivated. The head 
of this plant, which is compoſed of well-turned vegetable 
hooks, is uſed in dreſſing of cloth; and the manufacturers 
of this county and Wilts are, for the moſt part, ſupplied from 
theſe pariſhes. Large quantities are alſo ſent (by water con- 
veyance from Briſtol) into Yorkſhire, _ | 

As this is a plant not generally Ot, I will dab its 
culture. 

7 1 ich clay, or what is 
generally denominated good wheat land. 

Sometimes an old ley is broke up, and ſometimes a wheat- 
ſtubble; the ſeed is ſown, after the rate of two pecks pet 
acre, in the month of April. During the ſummer the land 
is worked over three or four times with long narrow __ N 
to deſtroy the weeds. 

In the month of November, if the plants are too thick, 
they are drawn out to fill up vacancies, and the plants are 
ſet at a foot diſtance. If, after this thinning, too many 


plants remain, another field is prepared, into which they are 
tranſplanted; but thoſe plants wineht are never removed pro- 


| duce the beſt heads. 


At the next ſpring and enſuing ſummer the land is worked 13 
over three or four times with the narrow ſpades, by which 
it is kept thorough clean, nme N 
is called e N | 


HCL 
& 
WF Z 
- X * 
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CW begin to bloſ- 


fora, and 26: feion-insi:che E em delle they are ripe. The 


gathering is performed at three different times. A man, 
with a knife made for the purpoſe, cuts the heads which are 
ripe, and ties them up in handfuls. After a fortnight he 
goes over the ground again, and at a third cutting the buſi- 
neſs is compleated. On the day of cutting they are carried 
into a houſe, and if the air be clear, they are taken out daily 
and expoſed to the fun till they are compleatly dry; but t 
preat care muſt be taken that no rin fals on them, © 9 

The crop is very hazardous. 4 E e al 
rene is moch r, at * r 9 
In ths year 1792 there were few. * i The 
crop this year is but indifferent. When dry they are ſe- 
parated into three different parts, called kings, middlings, 
and ſcrubs; and are, after that, made into packs, contain - 

ing of kings nine thouſand heads, and of middling twenty 
thouſand. The ſcrubs are but of little value. The average 


price is forty ſhillings per pack; and ſometimes the produce. 


is fifteen or ſixteen packs an acre, at other times a total blank. 
There is an amazing inequality in the produce of different 
plants; ſome Rocks will nden others 
not more than three or four. _ | 
Should not great attention „ 
tion of ſeed, namely, by taking it from thoſe plants whick 
appear to be moſt prolifick? This, however, is not done, 
but the ſeed is taken indiſcriminately from the whole crop. 
As the goodneſs of the crop chiefly depends on the care 
taken to keep the land free from weeds, leaving the plants at 
proper diſtances, and earthing them up well; and as moſt of 
the common workmen will pay more attention to their own 
enn ene 4 
5 nn | 
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a partnerſhip is formed between maſter and man. The ſor- 
eee and ploughing, 1 On n 
labour. 

At; hare en cp i ande and exc pry tes a 
moiety. 

The expenceand produce of tal may be thus 


per Acre. 


To two years m — 6s oo ly 1 N | 0 0 
To ploughing Fr 
To workmen's about.. 315 © 


To making out in bundles, tying is an FT Peet 
. — — 0 14 05 


„ 8 
e ee 
'BY AVERAGE PRODUCE. WE on 
Seven packs, at 40s. — 53355 — 14 0 0 


Tithe and taxes excepted: the firſt of which is generally 
compounded for at 58. per acre. 4 
The working with the ſpade can only be done to ad- 
vantage by the men accuſtomed to it, who are become, by 
habit, ſo dexterous in the uſe of this ryan that they 
will even thin out a crop of carrots, 1 
The common hoe has been tried, and Wand "tis hand 
of a compleat turnip- hoer, it was not found to anſwer. 
Atſter the crop wheat is ſown, on one ploughing, and ſel- 
dom fails of a good produce; ſo that it may not be Oo 
fair to charge the teaſels with two years' rent. 
Few ſoils will bear frequent repetitions of this crop; al 
the farmer finds it his intereſt to devore newly broken-up 
land to this culture. Woan. 
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WOAD. | 


This is an article of cultivation, which, n 
as it relates to the woollen manufactory, muſt not be omit-, 
ted. It is raiſed principally in the neighbourhood of Keyn- 
ſham, and its quality is much eſteemed. _ 

The farmers who raiſe it have an opinion that ihe pariſh 
of Keynſham is particularly favourable to the growth. and 
perfection of it; but this is molt likely a yulgar error, for 
experiments are atteſted of as good crops elſewhere. The 
ſoil muſt be ſtrong and good where it flouriſhes; it delights 
moſt in a deep fat loam, of a dark colour, which muſt have 
ſo much ſand as to admit of eaſy pulverization. As the ex- 
cellence of woad conſiſts in its ſize, and the ſucculency of 
its leaf, it requires careful management as well as a rich ſoil. 
It is moſt commonly ſown on land freſh broken up, and on 
narrow ridges. 

The firſt ploughing ſhould be againſt winter; the ſecond 
in the ſpring, when the ridges ſhould be formed; a third in 
April; and the laſt in May or June, juſt before the ſowing 
of the ſeed. In the intervals Dee | 
ſhould take place, to deſtroy all weeds. 


The ſeed is ſometimes ſown by the beſt farmers in drills, 15 


for which purpoſe the ſurface ſhould be harrowed very fine 
and level. The plants, in a moiſt ſeaſon, appear in a fort- 


night, and in two or three weeks after are fit to hoe; they - 


ſhould be hoed out clean, to the diſtance of about ſix inches 
at leaſt; ſome prefer a greater diſtance. In this neighbour- 
hood, hand-weeding and thinning are generally uſed; and at 


the employ, women and children earn very high wages, elpe- 
ny ſince a cotton manufactory has been ae in the 


————ů ů 2 Tg II — — — 


» Drs Laid e on i ground and en one loghing the . 


i” | pariſh, 


ſurface being well harrowed. 
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- pariſh. The ſucceſs of the, crops depends much on the | 
| hoeing and weeding, ſo as to keep the ground freſh and clean, 
Thus managed, three or four crops or gatherings will be 
produced in ſucceſſion; but the firſt two are the beſt. The 
time of gathering is determined by the full growth of the 
leaves, and the firſt appearance of change of colour at the 
extremities; and this rule of courſe, governs the ſucceeding 
crops. 
Tube leaves are Cut by! hand, and gathered into baſkets by 
women and children, who carry them to a very deep large 
cart at the edge of the field. After two cuttings, the crop is 
ſuffered to go to ſeed for the next year, if ſeed be wanted; 
but if only one crop be taken, the ſeed will be the finer. 
When the pods turn of a dark colour, the ſeed is deemed 
ripe, The ſtalks ſhould then be reaped like wheat, and 
ſpread abroad; and if the weather be favourable, the _ 
will be fit for threſhing in four or five days. 
When the green crops are carted home, the plant is 
thrown into a mill, conſtructed with a heavy iron ribbed 
roller, ſomething like that which is uſed for bruiſing bark 
and other ſubſtances; by this proceſs it is cut and bruiſed 
to a pulp. It is then laid in ſmall heaps, preſſed cloſe and 
" ſmooth; and as the cruſt formed on the outlide cracks, it is 
cloſed again to preſerve the ſtrength of the ſubſtance. After 
lying about a fortnight in this ſtate, the heaps are broken 
up, the outſide worked into the maſs, and the whole formed 
by the hand, and ſometimes by wooden moulds, into oval 
balls, which are then dried on hurdles, under A ſhed expoſed 
to the fun. _ 


They turn black, or of a dark-brown, on the outſide, 


0 I when well manufactured, and are valued i in proportion to 


their ſpecific weight and a purpliſh caſt in the inſide. Thus 
they are fold to the dyer; and it is ſcarcely neceſlary to add 


* 
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further, dias o u af this. d ies he ont 
ing the ground of the indigo blue. The crop is generally 
a profitable one. The quantity per acre near a ton and half, 
The nett profit of courſe muſt be governed by the good- 
neſs and price of the article. But it ſeems, on an average, 
to be ſo lucrative a culture, that few farmers who can raiſe it 
ever diſcontinue the practice. It however exhauſts: the 
land exceedingly, and more than two years crops muſt not in 
ITE CO TE eee 


FE POTATOES. PSS 

The rapid extenſion of the cultivation-of this root can 
only be equalled by its general utility as a food both for man 
and beaſt, Thirty or forty years ago it was an extraordinary 
thing to ſee an acre of potatoes in one ſpot, and in one man's 
poſſeſſion ; now there are many pariſhes in this diſtrict which 
can produce fifty acres. Nay, the writer of this report has 
grown thirty or forty acres per year, for a ſucceſſion of years; 
artd once he had upwards of one hundred acres in one year. | 


| » About forty yours ago ond wen inddinct in — 
of Mells; and there was in the pariſh a horſe - mill for grinding, and 

ſheds for drying it, the property of one HARVEY, who was more ge- 

nerally known by the appellation of the Woadman, than his own furs 
name. Since his death it has been entirely diſcontinued, 

From whence this man originally came is unknown, but moſt pro- 
bably from ſome part where this plant was in uſual culture. Small 
plots of teazels, hops, &c. are ſometimes ſeen in villages far diſtant from 
thoſe parts where they are raiſed on a large ſcale. Hence one is led to 
obſerve the attachment which moſt men have to the local huſbandry of 
the diſtrict in which they are born and brought up, and the conſequent 
difficulty of introducing a new ſyſtem of agriculture into any place. 
The perſon migrating carries his attachments and habits with him, 

_ whilſt the neighbours, where he ſettles, are unconcerned, or perhaps 
contemptuous ſpectators of his proceedings; and though they ſee him 
flouriſh and do well, are ſcarce ever induced to relinquiſh their old 5 

vo and imitate his example. R. P. | | 
12 5 The 
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Tue ſoil moſt favourable is a rich ſandy loam, newly 
broke up, and of a looſe texture. The ſorts cultivated are, 
the kidney, white Scotch, magpie, rough red, purple, and ſiluer- 
ſein. Rotten horſe-dung is conſidered as the beſt manure ; 
next to that, hog's dung; and after that, us facts 6 rm 
. "Tl. mar], bee ei rags, wake the 1 
ſcabby. The ſeaſon of planting is April or May, and the 
quantity planted per acre. from five to eight ſacks, (240lb.) 
The ſeed ſhould be changed every two years, and large cut- 
tings uſed from your largeſt and fine/! potatoes. Whole po- 
tatoes have been tried, and found not to anſwer. There are 
various methods of planting, but they may be reduced to 
two, viz. the drill and the promiſcuous. 

If labourers are plenty, the promiſcuous method is FOR ' 
poſed to be the beſt. In this way the land is thrown into 
beds, five feet wide; intervals or alleys three _ wines 
are dug and thrown on to the beds. 


The ſets are placed one foot apart. Let the ſeaſon be 
ever ſo wet, the potatoes in this way lie dry. In hoeing* 
alſo, acceſs is had to the plants without treading on them. 
They are not ſo liable to be injured by rooks; and ſuch a 
putrid fermentation is excited by the cloſe thick ſhade of the 
haulm, that the land is mgre meliorated, and the weeds 
more compleatly ſuffocated and deſtroyed than in any other 
method. In regard to expence there is no great difference, 
for in this way it may be done for a guinea an acre, and in 
the drill method it will coſt at leaſt twelve ſhillings. The 
fame reaſoning weighs ſtill ſtronger in reſpect to taking up: 
dexterous labourers, hiſs their 8 under be 


” in hoeing, be particularly careful to cut out all ones which ap- 
OR curled in the leaf. | 


| tatoes, 
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ee the roots. They alſo, in digging, ſe- 


parate the ſmall from the large. They pulverize the foil 


more: they can dig clean, though the land be wet: and, on 


the whole, the expence of digging will not exceed that of 
ploughing out, more than ten fillings an acre. If the erop 
be a good one, the ſeparating the ſmall potatoes from the 


an acre; and the general price, as human food, is from four 


ſhillings to ſeven ſhillings per ſack; worn quan 
fions they have been ſold at ten ſhillings. - | 


When dug, they arg fected in e if tines 
and uttention'be beſtowed, they are preſerved in this way 


through the moſt ſevere winter, without injury; but they 

will ſhrink in reſpe& to meaſure about one ſack in twenty. 

From a ſeries of experiments made by the writer of this 
report, and communicated through the'channel of the Bath 


Society's Papers, it appears that their value, when applied T 


to the fatting of hogs, could not be made to exceed two 


ſhillings and fix-pence, or three ſhillings, per ſack, of 24olb.: 


and from other experiments ſince made, it is probable, that 


no greater value can be affixed to them if applied tothe ſuſ- 


tenance of any other ſtock. However, this- ſhould be no 


diſcouragement, for on good land,' and with good m: £3 


ment, they may be grown for one ſhilling and ſix-pence per 


ſack, and will furniſh the farmer with a certain ſupply of 


food in thoſe months wherein he is moſt diſtreſſed, 
Many object to the cultivation of this root on @ /arge 


ſcale, conſidering it in the light of a great exhauſter. If the 


produce of any crop, ſo productive as this is, be ſold from 


the farm, and conſumed at ſo great a diſtance that no return 


can be made, I will acknowledge that ſuch muſt be the effect; 


but if potatoes are conſumed on the premiſes, the return of 
manure, 
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Aenne fron the-confamption of ov dere, will be fuflient 
for tiuo or three; and as the potatoe crop ought always to 
be highly manured, no deficiency need be feared in the ſub- 
ſequent crops of corn, graſſes, &c. particularly if wheat be 
FFP 
ee e . 

e inſtead of boiling, wal 
"plead Foun) ad by ſo doing, the quality is rendered 
eee cer ee ee e 196 


The reaſon why 418 frequently fails after potatoes, is becauſe 
the frequent hoeings and digging render the land ſo light and porous, 
it is more ſuhject to the ravages of the grub, earth-worm, &c.; 

efide, i in cold and expoſed ſituations, the ſowing i is generally protracted 
till che month of November, which alone i is ſufficient to check the 

VN. B. The writer has known thirty-two ſucceſſive crops of potatoes 
from the ſame field, and the produce as good at the latter part of the 
term as at the beginning. "This will puzzle the Ee with his pe- 
euliar ſubſlances of nutrition. © 

A large cow, tied up a month after ring as 2cwt. and 18lb. of 
hay i in one week, and on the enſuing week, being given four buſhels 
(Wincheſter) of potatoes, the conſumption of hay was reduced to 
3qrs. and 261b, It appears, therefore, that a fack of potatoes is equal 


to x ct. of hay. The quantity of milk was OP * the e, 
but it was 33 : | 
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3 2 4 1 8 * ih * k 8 SW) 4 & 33 PD 3 2 L285 4 0 - ; 7 9 11 
CEE $4 : * . | 
„„ i 


or /SOMERSETSHIRE.'/ Tg 


# bY . - 2 * £ P 1# 4 * ; 4 7 1 5 4 ey 4 ; : 
F ff 6 : : $29 82 4 7 « 15 . S 2 £ 4 2 7 3 8 . Fas © 5s 11 ; 
N £20 5 . 3 i 1 WED SAYS SE 3 I ES $a A 
. ***... 4 2 : L DF 4 „ Her 


« 38 7 8 — & 9 1 os oo Wor FOES . NN 3 23 110 2 
1 Hog CHARTER) vur 1. i ob: Mo ele 


"IB * 8 2 
$ . N 
Ws. 44 75 


* , tha * 3 land of .chiy- 


2 greatly preponderates 
by too much — it mx boaſt of almoſt a þ | 


© *ut 5 + * 
8 
4 T * 67 J 1271 i 414 ri E SES 


144 


1 rich ay PPh nes Briſtol: C 


grazing ſyſtem. prevails. In the vicinity of Briſtol and Ink 


the ſeythe is in 


t uſe; and at a greater di 


thing is ſcarcely ſeen but the mill ing-pail, 'To —— 5 


of theſe purpoſes the land is devoted, its 20Uunties, 3 
niggardly diſpenſed. If we view them wine ens the 
hay em! is pe the wal nende land, and the 


pounds per ung and if Bein the. ik in. wt the. 


expence of carriage, the bean 
clining value of the eſtate ſo occupied, few argument. 
wanted to prove the impolicy of the ſyſtem. «lars 1 
never 10 7 6 hey leg ſomes get rie... nt 


Sxer. 2. Artificial Graſſi." 1 Ar N 


On TOP ſtone- braſn and freeſtone-grit ſoil, Lie takes 
the lead; and though the ſeed is very expenſive, the quantity | 
and quality of its produce, together with its durability, 
make an ample return of. profit, particularly if ſown when | 
the land i is clean. . ee a ne Ana r 


280 to. aden. eee marl ere and whits Dutch 
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„ The eee Body-i is moch indebted to hir. erte of 


werde, Glouceſterſhire, for his careful ſelection vr difſernination | 


"of 


and if it be not. chilled 
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_ remain ſome years in graſs; but when it is intended to be 
ploughed again in the courſe of a year or two, bread-clever 
is preferred to all other artificial graſſes. 1; 
Perhaps there are few things in buſbandry more difficult 
to be a ed than that of reſtoring worn-out arable 
(0's good paſture. a ed eee eee n creat pre 


Tue fiſt flep-is to. extirpate from the land all noxious 
| weeds: This may be done by a compleat winter and ſum- 
| mer-fallow; or, in place of the ſummer-fallow, by a crop of 
toes, well manured, and kept perfectly clean, . 
lowed by winter vetches, fed off in the ſpring. 
At the latter end of May, or beginning of June, ſow one 
buſhel of buck-wheat per acre, and when that is up, and in 
rough leaf, harrow in (chooſing, if poſſible, moiſt weather) 
two buſhels of hay ſeed, collected from the beſt meadow 
hay, half a buſhel of 'rye-graſs, four pounds of marl g 85 
and four pounds of white Dutch clover. ee e 
tended principally as a ſcreen to the graſs ſeeds. 
I, thetefore, the harrowing ſhould pull eee 
plants, ſo much the better. A thick crop is not deſirable. 
After the buck- Wheat is harveſted, which will be ſome time 
in September, let the field be hayned, or ſhut up for the 
winter; and let it be fed the next ſummer with ſheep, or 
any kind of cattle, OO e eee | 
PRI On wh Mayors, | 


of the true perennial rye-graſs, gta dads, 
perior to the common rye-graſs, ſold by ſeedſmen, as to juſtify the 
warmeſt recommendation to the practical and diſcriminating huſband+ 
men. Some people have objected to this graſs, under an idea that it 
| is not ſo p#latable as the common rye-graſs. Stock it whilſt young, 

o and thig 


Should 
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which is frequently the caſe, give it a top · dreſſing of lime, 
or lime mixed with pond or ditch earth, or the ſcraping of a 
road made with lime · ſtone, or mar]; and if neither of theſe 
can be procured, with coal or ſoapers* aſhes, or any kind of 
e and two can after either of the above manures 

ſtered, ſerve out ſome good meadow hay on it in 
eee January and l e tap "RO I 


compleat covering of rotten dung. 


By this method a good ee 3 may Nn | 
tained. If the ground ſo laid down be intended for pleaſure 
e, e e, | 


Secr. 3, Hay „MH 


„ Rd of nr 6. | 
jatubitans of this diſtrict, particularly in thoſe parts where 
it is intended for fale, are very attentive. _ 


Women or children are employed to ſpread the graſs 
after the mower, About the middle of the day it is turned, 
and in the afternoon put into ſmall cocks, - Next day it is 
again ſpread with great care, ſhaking it high up in the air, 
and ſeparating as much as. poſſible every blade. In the 
courſe of the ſecond day, it is twice turned; and early in the 
afternoon, whilſt the ſun's rays are flrong and powerful, and 
the hay warm, it is again cocked in heaps, about double as 
large as thoſe of the preceding evening. On the third day 
it undergoes a ſimilar proceſs in regard to the ſpreading and 
turning; and if the weather be very fine, and the crop not 
exceeding thirty cwt. per acre, it will be fit for ſtackingz—if 
otherwiſe, it ſhould be put into large cocks, and left till the 
fourth MOrmings avoiding, on all ocalions ſtacking late in the 
1 evening, 
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evening, or in a ſtrong dew. Should the weather be difi- 


cult, and the hay-making be interrupted by frequent ſhowers, 
or by ſome days rain, make a point of drying it thoroughly, 
and then ſalt it after the rate of a peck of ſalt to a ton of 
hay; this will make it palatable to the cattle. On all ac- 
counts, avoid making a chimney in the ſtack, for this will 
oy make the hay mouldy and unwholſome. 1 
Should it heat too much, and be in danger of taking fire, 
e eee before the heat is too far advanced. The 
en of en varies from eight to rows RIG 
* Jnmakind-antificial hays the fall ack into Which it is 
got the ſecond day, are frequently turned and ſhook up, but 
not ſpread; and it requires two or three days more * na- 
tural hay before it is fit for the large mow. 
N. B. One cubic yard of hay, in a mow well made and 
not — will WO ws HE whole : mow 


3 Srcr. og 3 1445 wi 5 tb * . 
The . paſtures of this diſtrict have duden 2 cuff 
| clent bide:of:graſs-t till May-day. FF 


IJ wo acres, worth thirty —ͤ— 
eee and one acre and half for her winter 


provender. As it is the general practice to ſerve their cows 
during the winter with hay in the fields, the land is fre- 
quently in wet ſeaſons fo e e 1 iy. de, e 
great part of the ſummer. 12 
In ſummer feeding, attentive W un Sid which 
falls from the animal ſcraped up and wheeled into n | 
and the thiſtles and rough ſpots frequently mown. . 
They alſo make a point of excluding horſes and 2255 : 
from their cow paſtures. And when their mown ground is 


: 
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fit to be ſtocked, they hayn their ſummer leaze, ſo as to 
have a good ſupply of rough graſs or rowen in the winter, 

They alſo mow and feed alternately, by which means the 
ol ſorts of graſſes are preſerved and ———_ 


A RECEIPT for making HAY-TEA, 


BOIL — a handful of hay i in three gallons. of » water, 


(and ſo in proportion for a greater or ſmaller quantity) or 
if the water be poured boiling, * on the bay, it will anſwer 
nearly as well. 


ive it to the W horſes to drink when cold; or if ; 
the cattle and horſes are any, ways ill, and under cover, give 


it them blood warm. This drink is ſo extremely nutritive, 


that it nouriſhes the cattle aſtoniſhingly, repleniſnes the 


udders of the cow with a prodigious quantity. of milk, 


makes the horſes ſtale plentifully, and keeps them healthy and 


ſtrong; and by this method one truſs or hundred of hay 
will go as far as eight or ten otherwiſe would do, 
The cattle and horſes do not ſeem to like it at firſt ; but if 


they are kept till they are very mY they will drink freely 


of it ever afterwards. 
The hay, after being uſa a8 e and dried, 


may be uſed as litter for horſes and cattle, make very good 
manure, and ſave ſtraw, which will be a conſiderable advan- | 


tage, eſpecially where there is a ſcarcity of ſtraw. . 


N. B. By a handful of hay, is meant as much as a per- 


ſon can graſp in his hand from a parcel of looſe hay. 


” And it is preſumed and wiſhed, as the above method is 


ſo very ealy and ſafe, that no perſon who Hay Gly ern 
horſes, or ſheep will 9 to * it. 540 
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CHAPTER IX, | 
GARDENS AND ORCHARDS. 


T horticulture of this diſtri is fufficiently . 
ſtood and practiſed, to ſupply the cities of Briſtol and 


Bath with a great variety and abundance of culinary pro- 
duc tions; but there are no remarkable inſtances of Mill in 


the exhibition of early field crops. 
In reſpect to nurſeries, the Rev, J. Brookss, & Cold- 


Hinton, takes the lead; he has eight or ten acres under a 


very regular ſyſtem of management. The annual expence 
of labour i in a A amounts to about twenty-five pounds 


Acre, 
The whole diſtri ! is full of orchards, which let from 


three pounds to ſix pounds per acre; and the fruit produced 


at the northern baſe of Mendip hills, viz. at Langford, 


Burrington, Rickford, Blagdon, Ubly, Compton-Martin, 
and Harptry, affords a cyder ſtrong, palatable, and highly 
efieemed as a wholeſome table liquor. Many of theſe 
orchards have a northern aſpect, and are ſheltered from 
the violence of the weſterly winds; and it is noticed, that 
orchards, ſo e are the moſt regular and uniform 
bearers. 

The favourite apple, both as a table and cyder fruit, is the 
Court of Wick Pippin; taking its name from the ſpot where 
it way firſt produced. It originated from the pip or ſeed of 
the golden pippin, and may be conſidered as a beautiful va- 


 riety of that fruit. In ſhape, colour, and flavour, it has not 
1. 8 the tree is large, Se and ſpreading, and 
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a very luxuriant bearer,* | On the whole, it einhidt 26309 
ſtrongly recommended, _ -— 0 

Mr. Goop, who. ere e * 8 5 
method of making cyder, which it may not be amiſs to de- 
ſeribe. The apples are ground by a horſe - mill. The pum+ 
mice is then wrung in hair bags; after which it is put into 

a tub and chopped. ae ora, = 
into a cheeſe, which ſtands in the preſs all night. - - 

In db penis eps Grad dh 
by a lever or cap- ſtaff; by theſe means, the cheeſe is made 
fo dry, that it is cut into narrow ſtrips, tied up in faggots, 
and burnt. He can make one hogſhead upon eight more 


than by the common method. Two men make and tun 


five hogſheads in a day, —_—_ nn, — 

in three hours. 
Query. Is not the quality o of the Ger mine! by ſuch 
cloſe expreſſion ? 5 
The grinding apples by a horſe-mil faves nd —_ 
labour, and expedites the buſineſs of cyder-making. But 
whether Mr. Goop's method may be the beſt, or moſi 
lucrative, is a matter of queſtion, for what is gained in quan- 
tity is loſt in quality; the liquor procured by the ſecond 
forcible expreſſion being certainly weaker than the firſt, and 
being mixed with it, muſt reduce the whole to a lower ſtaple. 
No water-cyder can be made after ſo ſtrong a preſſure of 
' the pummice; and as, in the common way, two hogſheads 
of good water-cyder can be made after ſeven of the bell, 
the loſs ſeems more than the gain. 


* Grafts from this tree may be had by application to the reporter; 


E OT 
ſervation of the curious in 1 this article. - 


"Neri | 
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- Notwithſtanding the apparent utility of extenſive and 
productive orchards, many conſiderate and ſenſible men have 
heſitated in giving their unqualified aſſent to this ſentiment ; 
alledging, that a plenty of cyder is the forerunner of idle- 
neſs, drunkenneſs, and debauchery, not only among the 
lower claſs, but alſo among the yeomanry themſelves, who 
at theſe times ſpend ſucceſſive days and nights in toping and 

- guzzling at each others' houſes. We ought not, however, 
to confound the abuſe of a thing with its intrinſick value. 


CHAPTER 


. 
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(CHAPTER X. 1 = | 


woops AND PLANTATIONS. 


T*. country is but cnn votes i on account 5 

the demand from the collieries, the wood is but very 
irregularly cut. Syſtematic plantation is but little ſtudied. 
| » Kingſwood covers about two hundred and thirty acres. 
The timber is chiefly oak, but does not get to any large 
ſize; the woods being, for the moſt part, ſituate at the de- 
clivity of the hills, where there is but little depth of earth. 
The underwood is cut for wreaths or faggots. The valleys 
are in general richly laden with elm, which grows ſponta- 


neouſly in the hedge-rows, and gets to a good ſize, The 
method practiſed here of lopping off the ſide branches, to 


what is called a beſom-head, cannot be too much execrated. 
It is deſtructive to the growth of timber, and by leſſening 
theagitation produced by winds, deprives if of what may be 
_ deemed its ſalutary exerciſe. The effect of cutting off the 


1 lower branches is a premature delay, which firſt takes place 


in the top of the tree, a general check is given to the eir- 


culation of the ſap, and it reduces mms: 


of a pollard,* “ 
On the-northern declivity.of Mendip hills as. fone way 


good coppice woods; the principal are, 2 1 2 
vo HSA in the whole about 150 acres. | 


— HOI Oe” AE EE” A be APO FR . Oo 1 I ET OA 1 ee 
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* This is not the worſt conſequence of the beſom-head. Philoſo- 
phers are now agreed, that trees in full verdure receive a great portion 
of their nouriſhment from the atmoſphere, by the abſorbent veſſels of 
their leaves; hence appears the impolicy of depriving a tree of that 
head which nature intended ou aſſiſt in bringing the wy? to pow” 
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FLY 


Theſe w. — 5 are very romantick and pictureſque, and 


deing ſecured from the ſouth-weſt breezes, the growth is 
very rapid, and the profit greater than any will believe who 


be made annual, and are in themſelves more certain than 


any other produce. You have only to divide a coppice of 


+ forty-eight acres into twelve parts, that is, four acres per 
year, twelve years growth. The more aſh in theſe coppices 


the more valuable, as the poles are very ſaleable at the coal - 

pits; and I have known many inſtances of an acre produ- 
cing in value ſixteen pounds net after the expences of cutting, 

carriage, &c. have been deducted. This is nearly twenty- 
eight ſhillings per acre per annum, for the whole forty-eight 
acres, beſides the accumulating value of timber-trees. It is 
more profitable to cut coppice-wood every twelve years, 


than to let it remain longer. On the ſouthern declivity of 


Mendip hills, there are alſo ſome coppice woods, Stoke ꝛuood 
the principal; but thele being expoled to the weſtern breezes, 


are not ſo productive. 


In the eaſtern part of this diſtri there ao als. 
large and productive woods, ſuch as Mells, Leigh, Edford, 
Harwich, Compton, Camely, &c. theſe being near the coal- 
works are very valuable; interſperſed alſo are many beautiful 
plantations, which are not only an ornament to the reſpective 


| feats to which they belong, but are in ane a fertile 
ſource of annual profit, 


On land properly ſituated, no en can be more 
profitable or more pleaſing than planting; the only objec- 
tion is, the length of time required to bring it to perfection; 


but ſurely this ought not to have much weight, as the be- 


nefit muſt accrue either to the planter or his heirs; and cer- 
tainly there is no way ſo eaſy of raiſing fortunes for ans . 


children as by planting. 
The 
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The ancient foreſt of Selwood (on the very of which 
the town of Frome. ſtinds) appears to have compriſed 2 
woody vale of about twenty thouſand acres, about eighteen 
thouſand of which are now cleanſed and converted into 
paſture and arable land, with a ſmall portion of meadow ; - 
the remainder continuing in a ſtate of coppice-waod. The 
chief ſorts of timber in theſe coppices are oak and aſh, 
which, thougl not of large growth, are 1 
kinds, and find profitable markets in the neigh 
the oak ſelling from fifty ſhillings to three pounds fixteen 
ſhillings per ton, and aſh from forty-five ſhillings to three 
pounds, The underwood is chiefly hazel, aſh, alder, withy, 
and birch; ſome of Which, at eighteeri or twenty years 
growth, ſell as high as ſixteen pounds per acre, To ſtate 
the profit, of theſe coppices in a clearer light, I would re- 
mark, that the annual value per -acre, in timber and-unders 
wood, (I ſpeak of thoſe coppices which lie towards "the 
northern end of Selwood) is from fifteen to thirty ſhillings: 
Much of the open land within the limits of this ancient 
foreſt does not net more than ten or twelve ſhillings per 


1 Digging holes one foot and half ſquare and 2s Ache deep, for | 
pd ns young trees, may be done for two-pence per ſcore, if t 

land be not very ſtony; but the beſt method of planting trees is on 
1 covering the roots with other ſods inverted, that is, graſs to 


* . 


; 88 
a 
* £ « 


130 AGRICULTURAL SURVEY 


ik, 1 CHAPTER XI. 
WASTE LANDS. 


1 this Hifirict there are many commons neee the 


principal of which are, Broadfield-Down near Wring- 
ton, and Lanſdown near Bath. The former contains two 
thouſand five hundred acres, and is for the moſt part a 


good ſoil, deep in earth, and eaſily ploughed, 


- Surely. the incloſing and cultivating a tract like this, ſituate | 


| only eight miles diſtant from the city of Briſtol, could not 
fail of being a great advantage to the proprietors; particu- 


larly as it abounds with excellent WN and the coal- 
pits are only a few miles diſtant. | | 

_ Lanſdown comprehends nearly one thouſand acres; but 
as the ſoil is thin, and the ſurface perfectly ſmooth, and re- 
markable for its excellence in feeding ſheep, to which it 


imparts a delicate flavour, it might not be prudent to break 


it up, eſpecially as it affords a luxutious and beautiful ride 


to the ſojourners in Batu. 5 b 


Incloſing has been of long ſtanding in pe 4 theſe arts; 


many have exemplified an advance of rent more than two- 


thirds. The produce in many inſtances has been, of wheat 


thirty buſhels, barley Ys oats 1 and denne from 5 — 


to forty per acre. 
' Increaſe of population in proportion. 
Beſides the above, there are ſeveral thouſind acres of 


moor- land in what is called the North-Marſh, the preſent 


condition of which is diſgraceful to the owners. Moſt of 
theſe moors conſiſt of a rich fertile paſture, overcharged 


with ſtagnant water many months in the year, which in- 
convenience ak eaſily be removed by the methods before 


CHAPTER 
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criarrun xi. ; 
IMPROVE MENTS. iq e of 


S xor. 2. Hanne e 

Or . attention 1 Seb been weld to the draining 
of land as the object undoubtedly requires; but in 
ſome. caſes, where incloſures have been accompanied with a 
weeping ſurface, great improvements have been made by 
ſtone - draining. The acelivities from the vales are for the 
moſt part of this quality and complexion ; and if the ſprings, 


which iſſue from the ſides. of the hills, were taken off at 


their head by judicious drains, and diverted into a proper 


channel, the value of the land would be advanced at leaſt | 


one-third, 8 
Main drains to fort ad hall deop a 


a heavy ſtrong clay ſoil, may be dug for one ſhilling and ſic- 


pence per rope, (twenty feet) viz. nine-pence per rope dig- 
ging the drain and placing the ſtones, three-pence per cart- 
load quarring the ſtones, and three-pence per load halling, 
Each rope will require one cart-load and half of ſtones. 
Small drains, leading to the main n. muy be executed 


bes HO ver rope ( ace 


1 2. Pari _ Wett 


Burn-baiting, that is, cutting off the turf, drying it, and 
. piling it in heaps, and afterwards burning it to aſhes, has 


been tried, but no ſenſible good effect, either immediate or 


diſtant, having been experienced, the practice is relinquiſhed 
92205 „„ | and 
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and. I rather think this proceſs is beſt calculated for cold, 
ruſhy, and heathy grounds, of little or no value, 

The effect of burn-baiting, even on lands beſt adapted 
to this proceſs, does not laſt more than three or four years; 
and if followed up with ſucceſſive corn crops, the ſtrength 
of the land is ſo exhauſted by the forced fertility, that a reſt 
of eight or ten years is neceſſary to prepare for its repetition. 
If burn-baiting be practiſed, it ſhould be for turnips, after 
which only one crop of barley or oats ſhould be taken, and 
artificial graſſes own! therewith. If this rotation of crops | 
be adopted, 1 ſee no reaſon why lands to which the manure 
is congenital, ſhould be vholly defied the mne of the 
prafice. wor 
A great deal in theſe inſtances geld. upon the ſkill and 

judgment of the farmer. Tf he be wantonly debarred from 
the uſe of a valuable manure, he is injured; and if, on 
the other hand, he vſes it without diſcretion, his landlord - 
fuffers, and the moſt indefatigable induſtry will not fave 
gore ultimately 2 loſs, and perhaps ruin. es a 


E IS 


-xit-blen dun ser. 3. A N ph e 
The pariſhes r eee chen bl be- 


Foſs, Kilmerſdon, Radftock, Timſbury, High-Littleton, 
 Farmborough, Pauſton, 'Ston-Fafton, Binegar, and Chil- 
compton, comprehend a diſtrict of land, part of which is 
rendered remarkably fertile by the application of marl.* _ 

The foil conſiſts of an earth more or leſs loamy, of a 

a pag GL PO DO AO ef 


| * Mart alſo ber be bubd at . eee eee 
and Burnett. © EF 56 4d n It] „ 13 f 8 ST 113 


; 3 5 
BEES Kh one 
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uſually denominated corn grit, and naturally ſo barren, that 
when in common field, at the beginning of the preſent cen- 
tury, the lands were not ſet at more than three e and 
ſix-pence per ſtatute acre. 

By moderate computation, an be ſaid to 0c- 
cupy, in the pariſhes before enumerated, an average propor- 
tion of at leaſt one-third. - At a variable depth from the 
ſurface an inexhauſtible ſtore. of black mar} is conſtantly 
found, which, from properties equally ſingular as to fertility 
and duration, has advanced the lands from three ſhillings 
and fix-pence to one pound eleven ſhillings and fix-pence, 
and ſome to two pounds per ſtatute acre; and this too with 
a very liberal allowance of profit to the occupier. 
This valuable manure is raiſed in the ſummer at the ave= 
rage depth of about ſeven or eight fathom, by ſinking a pit 
or ſhaft of four feet diameter, the ſides whereof are ſecured 
by timber props, interſperſed with wreathings of bruſh» 


wood, and it is drawn to the ſurface ** means of a windlaſs 


and buckets. 
Tue firſt bed of marl perforated i is + how two Goat thick, 
of a ſtiff conſiſtence, and on repeated trials found in a.com» 
parative degree uſeleſs. | Below this lies a ſtratum of ſtone, 
nine inches thick, and of a blue colour; next to which is 
found a bed of mar], from three to four feet in thickneſs, 
nearly horizontal, of a colour approaching to black, and, 
towards the lower part, of a ſhelly ſubſtance; the greater 
predominance whereof is found eee to ne | 
its fertilizing property. _- 

The expence of raiſing, it, including that of ſinking the 
ſhaft, is from eight-pence to one ſhilling per cart-load of 
_ twenty-four buſhels. That, and carting out, ſpreading and 
bruſhing in, eighteen ſhillings per ſtatute acre, 


Forty 
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Forty load is an ample dreſſing for a ſtatute acre, which, 
; at one ſhilling per load, amounts to i £24 5051-0 
"mw endings be. 1 0 18 © 


The whole 2 18 © 


For which a manure is obtained that ſecures a luxuriant 
undiminiſhed vegetation, not requiring any further aſſiſt- 
ance for fifteen or twenty years. The generation of moſs 
manifeſts the declining effects of this manure. It is con- 
ſidered as an indication for breaking up the old ſward, which 
is generally done. This developes a very curious and ſin- 
gular phcenomenon ; ; namely, the marl fpread on the ſurface 
forty or fifty years before, has only obtained the depth of 
between five and fix inthes, where it forms a regular, uni- 
form, conſolidated bed. Even at this depth its effects, al- 
though not exhauſted, are nevertheleſs ſo much impaired as 
to demand its renewal, Will not this fact tend, in. ſome 
degree, to elucidate its modus operandi? 

While it remains within two or three inches of the fur- 
face, which is the caſe in ſome inſtances perhaps for twenty 
years or more, it may be ſuppoſed to form a kind of pan 
or reſervoir for the nutritious and fructifying influences de- 
poſited by the atmoſphere; which being there retained, and 
in contact with the roots of the graſſes, form ſuch combi- 
nations in the laboratory of nature as are beſt adapted to 
give vigour and permanence to the elementary principles of 
vegetation. Theſe are evidently weakened when the marl, 
by its deſcent, gets below the roots of the graſſes, and 
thereby deprives them of the matrix, which ſeems to pre- 
ferve the means of their nutrition and ſupport. This may 
account for the production and increaſe of moſs on the ſur . 
face, and the neceſſity of marling afreſh, not one to impede 
ns by g 1 

It 
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It is obſervable that when mart is laid on this moſſy fur- 


face, which accompanies an old ſward, to avoid a courſe of 


tillage, the improvement is not ann 1 
e en sg the f tated ans rea hb CO | 
ſowing: is 1 
e e portion of theſe lands + ploy in en, 
tillage under the following courſe of cropping: Th 
Iſt year, Old ſward ploughed up in Auguſt. 
Wheat —harrowed in October and the gn 
November on one earth. | ; 
Produce—from EY to tiny buſhels (og 6 
Jous) per ,L 27: 77 
2d year. Wheat-—fingle itn 00 0 as before. 
Produce from thirty to e buſhels. 
3d year. Wheat again. 5 8 
Produce, from twenty-five to thirty buſhels. eee 
Sometimes barley with or without fallow. e 
Produce fifty- ſix buſhels. rin 
4th year, Peaſe with two or three clouglins/: 
Produce, from twenty to twenty-five buſhels. 
Then winter-fallow as a preparation for next year. 
5th year. Barley and clover or marl-graſs. 
| Produce, forty-eight buſhels, 
6th year, Clover or marl-grafs. „„ 
When mowed, produce from thirty to forty ewt. per 
are. 


7th year. Clover or marl-graf fed. 


Defective and ruinous to the land as the firſt three years? 
rotation of crops may appear, it is nevertheleſs with little 


variation uniformly purſued; and, with little abatement of - 


produce, is renewed for another ſeven years ſucceſſion, 
Even a third is carried through by many farmers, accom- 


386 


paed with (allowing for ſome of the wheat crops, and 
aſſiſting the land with a ſprinkling of farm- yard manure, 
Even a fourth ſueceſſion, with leſs wheat and more barley, 
| is carried on by a few confiderable farmers in the diſtrict; 
but from the lightneſs of the ſoil, and the difficulty of keep- 
ing weeds under, the crops mw vip pena ee 
liberal uſe of manur. 

A ſyſtem. of cropping, fo very . as erroneous, 
carried to ſuch a length on land rented at thirty or forty 
ſhillings per acre, muſt in. the end involve the farmer in a 
yearly loſs, and cannot but aſtoniſh every one; more eſpe- 
cially if it be recollected, that this very land is ſuſceptible of 
reſtoration to its former vigour and fertility at the moderate 
expence of two pounds eighteen ſhillings per acre. + 
_  Marl graſs“ is the ſpontaneous production of the marl 
land. It was firſt noticed and collected fifty or ſixty years 
ago by a Mr, James, who lived on a farm belonging to the 
Marquis of Barn, in the pariſh of Chilcompton. By his 
aſſiduity in preſerving and propagating the ſeed, in the courſe 
of a few years it became common, and has been conſidered 
ever ſince as a valuable ſubſtitute for red or broad clover, 


I As every acre of land improved by marl gives a permanent ad- 

dition to the national ſtock, premiurns for the diſcovery of it, where 
it has not yet been fourid, and for the application of it, where it is 
known to exiſt, but has not been uſed, might very probably be attended 
with more real and durable benefit to the community, than a multitude 
of others which are annually propoſed by the different Agricultural 
Societies eſtabliſhed in various parts of the kingdom. Covenants 
might alſo be inſerted in leaſes, obliging the leſſor and leſſee, on proper 
conſiderations, the former to be at the expence of raiſing, the latter 
of carting and ſpreading the marl owany given 1 number of acres that 
wy be RF on. R. P. | 


to 
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ame rather a firiking analogy" e 5 


eee nen ee 


4 


- When th del later bal deem be en neil 5 


white Dutch clover is ſown in the proportion of ſeven 


pounds to twenty pounds of marl-graſs or broad-clover, 


which enriches, diverſifies, and by its early vegetation and 
bloſſoming, produces a carpet the mg nas 11 pic 
u that can well be imagined. 0 

Marl has been repeatedly tried on the looſer _ $i 
lands, and on freeſtone grit ſoil, in different parts of the 


diſtrict, without producing any good effect. It has alſo 


been carried ſome miles out of the diſtrict, and applied to 


the light red earth of the lime-ſtone lands, with no better 


OG £2. 


The contiguity of Saints to Bath ed Briftol-not 


exceeding a mean diſtance of nine miles, acceſſible by good 


roads, and which afford markets of almoſt unlimited con- 


ſumption; the luxuriance of the paſturage, the early ve- 
getation in the ſpring, all concur to render dairies a very 
eligible, as it is a general mode of occupation; yet notwith- 
ſtanding on the larger farms, if a greater proportion were 
devoted to tillage, ſince they produce wheat and barley of 
excellent quality, and require, under a judicious routine of 
crops, little manure but the firſt marling for fifteen or twenty 
years, both landlord and tenant een Oe neee 
advantage therefrom. _ 


The landlord might levy an additional rent rer ten mul 


lings per acre on the lands ſo converted to arable, under a 


leaſe of twenty-one years, compelling the tenants to dreſs 
with marl four years previous to the expiration of the term, 


by which means they would be left in a very good ſtate of 


proof. 
7 

# * 
F - 
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not only by the general certainty and ſuperabundance of his 
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crops, but by the application of the farm-yard manure, ari- 


ſing therefrom, to his red earth lands; which he may well 
do without injury to the former, and thereby find an equi- 


_ valent, in their improved ſtate, for the advanced rent. 


Rational and well-founded as this change of management 


| muſt appear to every intelligent and unprejudiced man, it 


has nevertheleſs many formidable obſtacles to encounter. 
The landlord's groundleſs apprehenſions of injury to his 
lands, under even a well-regulated courſe of tillage; his pre- 


| poſſeſſion in favour of dairies and grazing, neither of which 
tend in any great degree to impoveriſh: or exhauſt the ſoil; 


the rich and beautiful completion of the ſurface ſo gratify- 
ing to the eye during the greateſt part of the year; his re- 


luctance to build or enlarge barns, ſtalls, &c.; the frequency 


of moduſes for tithe of cows; the eaſy rate of agiſtment, 
and other vicarial tithes ; with his rooted averſion to the 
payment of corn tithes, however moderately levied; the 

ſmallneſs of many of the farms; and laſtly, his dread of in- 

novation on the accuſtomed practice of his neighbourhood, = 
all concur to diminiſh the quantity of arable land. It muſt 
be admitted, that farms under one hundred pounds per ann, 
might not bear the expence of ſuitable buildings, to accom- 


modate the plan here ſuggeſted; but ſince this, on every 
ſeale, would be proportioned to the ſize of the farm, the 


advance of the rent, excluſive of intereſt on money expended 
thereon, would ſecure to the landlord an augmentation of 
income deſerving his notice. 

With reſpect to tithes, the tenant would readily ſubmit 
to the increaſed amount, and would find more than an ade- 
quate compenſation in the abundance of his crops, and the 
moderate expences of tillage, Yet ſo revolting is tithe, 

though 
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though unaccompanied with ſeverity in its application, as to 
induce the land-owner and tenant to forego a poſitive 1 
vantage rather than comply with its demands. 5 
In the pariſh of Kikwertdog' d „ HON 
uſually called a freeſtone-grit, of a light brown colour, ſtiff; 
clayey, and abounding in ſtone. - Underneath, at various 
depths, is to be found a blue marl, which, on repeated trials, 
has not hitherto been known to communicate any improve- 
ment. This marl is not readily ſoluble when expoſed to 
the air; but retains its clay-like quality, which renders it 
unfit either to pervade, or incorporate with the ſoil. Theſe . 
lands are ſometimes devoted to tillage; but are ſoon ex- 
hauſted, and left to poverty and reſt for ſeven or eight years, 
when a ſimilar courſe of management is reſumed. "Preſent | 
MI eee, mf | 


COURSE or CROPS, 


iſt year. Lay broke up in the ſpring. Summer fallow, 
| 2d year. Wheat ſown-early in October. 
Produce, twelve buſhels per acre.. 
3d year. Oats, | 
Produce, fixteen or twenty buſhels. per acre. . 
No clover; the ſoil will not ſupport it. If ſown, it _ 
dually declines through want of ſuſtenance, 
Here ends the cropping without manure, Mr. Was 
of Kilmerſdon paxiſn, fourteen or fifteen years ago tried 
fainfoin in this ſoil, The produce, from mowing four or five 
years ſucceſſively, averaged twenty cwt. per acre. It fo far 
exiſts now in ſome of theſe lands, as to keep up their value 
to twelve or fourteen ſhillings per acre. Where totally ex- 
tinct, on breaking up afreſh, the ſoil is found in better proof 
t in its. priſtine * n, this experiment, 
ren 
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-ompanied with effects ſo obviouſly beneficial, yet the ex- 
ample has been but very little, if at all, followed in the neigh- 
bourhood, although ſurrounded by ſeveral hundred acres of 
a ſimilar quality. However, a gentleman of large fortune, 
and proprietor of the greateſt part of this barren diſtrict in 
the ſame pariſh, has for two or three years paſt attempted 
its melioration, by ſummer fallowing and turnips, to ſome 
parts of which he gives four or five ploughings and har- 
rowings. Its texture is already conſiderably looſened. 
Barns, ſtalling, and farm-yards, are provided on a large 
ſcale, in a ſituation to command the whole. Within a rea- 
ſonable diſtance he can procure a ſupply of ſand and coal- 
aſhes; a reſource too valuable to be overlooked. With a 
reliſh for agricultural improvement, a practical attention to 
its progreſs, and the conveniencies before mentioned, there 
is little doubt, but that in the courſe of time he will be en- 


E abled, in no trifling degree, by a judicious ſyſtem of w_— 
ping, t to _— hey 1 intractable en 


IIME. 


The - lining ſyſtem of improvement- has hone fully PR 
tailed in the account given of Mendip hills. Green crops 
are ſeldom ploughed in as a manure, nor are the drainings 
of the farm-yard collected into reſervoirs as they ought to be. 

Bones, rags, night-ſoil, horn ſhavings, ſoot, &c. which in 
ſome countries are highly eſteemed, are here little regarded, 
In ſhort, too much confidence is Ae in the natural rich- 

neſs nd Ry of the ſoil. 


$zor, 4. Wading, | 


Some attention is paid to the weeding of the wheat crop, 
any ores bee This branch of rural | 


e peer is too much On | 
5 ser. | 
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SecT. 5. Watering. 


The watering of paſtures is not much las” though 
the advantage reſulting rom. that e in 9 
—_— is not queſtioned, © 

' The intermixture of lands DEA: the operation of 
individuals in that reſpect, and this ſeems likely to prevent 
a practice from becoming more general, which numerous 
ſprings and rivulets would otherwiſe favour, 

The water iſſuing from Mendip hills i is 


poſe, carrying with i it noxious mineral F K J | 


to vegetation. 5 
More will be faid of watering when. we come to the 


ſouthweſt d diſtrict of the county. 
43 1 AF 
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CHAPTER XIII. 
Uxx STOCK. 
sxer. 1. Cows. 


A $ the cows are all devoted. to the der, 3 is 
given to that ſort which gives the moſt milk and of 


| the beſt quality; or, in the farmer's language, to that ſtock. 
which makes the moſt goods, whether it be butter, or cheeſe, 


or both; hence it follows, that in point of carcaſe they are 
very deficient. They are moſtly of the ſhort-horned breed; 
and though the fine long-horned cows of North-Wiltſhire 
have been tried, and ſtrongly recommended by ſome, yet the 
general run of wars grad are ſtrongly attached to their own. 
breed. 

As this is a ſubje of lems magnitude, et us beſtow on 


it a few moments attention. 


In the choice of ſtock, the buyer ſhould PP attend 


to the purpoſes for which that ſtock is deſigned, and to the 


nature and quality of his land. 
If his principal object be rearing, either with a view to 
fat himſelf or to ſell to others, the form or ſhape of the 125 


rent ſtock ſhould firſt be regarded. 


That frame of body, which is accompanied with the 
greateſt portion of valuable fleſh, and the leaſt offal, is to 


be preferred. 


An aptitude to fat in youth is alſo an \ object of great im- 
portance. By an attention to theſe points, the farmers of 
Leiceſterſhire and other counties have ſo attracted the no- 
tice of emulous breeders, as to ſell their ſtock at a price 
; ſcarcely 
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cj credible to a plain old-faſhioned farmer. But, how- 
ever we may admire their care and ingenuity, does it follow 
that we are to be led aſtray by the extravagant ideas which 
ſome people entertain of their ſuperiority?” A heifer of 

« three or four years old, which diſcovers a diſpoſition to fat, 

- ſeldom proves a good milker, and is by our farmers turned 
out of the dairy. Beſide, I have been informed that the 
great breeders are frequently obliged to have the aſſiſtance 
of Welch nurſes for their calves, through-a deficiency of 
milk in the parent animal. duties RIO of 
them to the dairyman? _—-_ 

As a confirmation of the idea that ne W 
ſeldom good milkers, I ſhall advert to the North-Devon 
breed, and I believe in all —_— 
valuable in the kingdom. | 

- In that part of the kingdom, Henke denn inp 
cheeſe or butter; but if a cow produce handſome ſtock, it is 
all that is required of her; and it frequently happens that a 
farmer, with ten or twelve cows, has but little moreof _ 
articles than is ſufficient to ſupply his family. 

The Somerſetſhire dairymen generally a hikes yy | 
cows till they are ten or twelve: years old, at which time 
their value is reduced to four or five pounds each. A long- 
horned cow, at that age, might be worth eight or ten pounds; 
(I mean of the middling breed) here is then an apparent 
deficiency of four or five pounds; but when we reflect that 
the keeping of one is worth ten ſhillings a year more than 
the other, the loſs is not ſo apparent; and if we admit, that 
the ſhort-horned will make half a hundred of cheeſe more 
per year than the long- horned, the balance of profit is then 
in favour of the former, 

Il do not mean by what I have fad to detent Bidar the 
merit of Mr. BAKEWELL, or other great breeders of the 

7 Non. 


LY 


— cutaneous 
e e eee e eee founded! in expe nce, 
and to which he has been long accuſtomed. - | 

I may be here told, that the foregoing premiſes, from 


1 which concluſions are drawn unfavourable: to the long- 


horned cow, are deluſive; that a North-country breeder 
would laugh at the idea of keeping a cow till ſhe is ten years 
old; that at fix years, or at the fartheſt at ſeven, e 
to be in the poſſeſſion of the butcher. 

But, coolly and calmly, aſł a practical mee at whas 
period of life a cow makes the moſt goods, and he will tell 
you between the age of ſix and twelve years old. I have 
eee e eee 
twentieth year.“ 

rica dy ih apa the annual produce per com. | 
is from three to four ewt. T 

Many dairy farmers, in tha-vicinkey of Baity and Briſtol, 
Ae butter and half · ſæimmed cheeſe; in either way, the 
ee ern be engen errungen gpg 
— p__- 

Fon treo four acres of tad wil keep aw . 
out th year, e ee 


»The diſcriminating A recommended, i is a very ry neceſſary” 
one, and deſerves particular attention. Tt may here be obſerved in 
general, that in many parts there is a ſort of cattle, as it were provin- | 
cial, hardy, thriving, and well adapted to the ſoil on which it is bred. 
Let the cautious farmer. furniſh himſelf with the beſt of this ſort which 
he can ſelect, and if he muſt impraye, as it is called, let him not loſe 
ſight of the diſcriminating principle, but do it with warineſs-and dif- 


cernment. And as very little of the dairyman's profit is expected 
from ſale of the carcaſe, if his cows are well kept, and yield him 


2 A* quantity of rich productive milk, it will be immaterial whes 


ther they have long horns, ſhort horns, or any horns at all. R. P. 
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rata hace wat a 
hundred and three-quarters per week during the winter 
month, and on an average thirty hundred in the whole 
winter; this calculation is formed on a ſuppoſition that the 
calyes between Chriſtmas and Candlemas, If turnips or 
cabbages be given, ſhe will eat, of the former two hundred, 
and of the latter one hundred and half in twenty. four hours; 
and the quantity of hay will be leſſened about one half, — 
Heifers are put to the bull when one year and half old; and 
very few calves are reared for bulls or oxen, and no more 
of the female kind than juſt ſufficient to keep up the ſtock. 
Next to the ſelection of a proper ſort, good keeping when 


. young is of the firſt importance; and it has been obſerved, 


that calves, after being turned out to graſs, ſhould have but 
little water given them. The firſt winter Kod cat” 
about fixteen hundred of hay. 1 


1 Sxcr. 2. wa” 


qe bu; 


in d Mere 2 
vicinity of Bath, a very large and good race of ſtitep are 
bred; the wethers of which are commonly folded till they 
are between two or three years old, and then grazed... Some 
of theſe ſheep, when well fatted, run to thirty or forty pounds 
per quarter. Mr. MocGzs, of Woolverton; Mr, Day, of 
Foxcote; Mr. Youno, of Camerton; Mr. HoLBrook, of 
Corſton; and Mr. SIT EH, of Twerton, are the principal 
| breeders; and this ſort of ſheep, having a large quantity of 
allow, is highly approved by the butchers, There is alſo 
the native Mendip breed, a ſort that will thrive on the 
pooreſt ſoil, and fatten on ſuch land as will ſcarcely keep other 
ſorts alive. Paſturage ever ſo dry and expoſed will feed this 
kind. They are very hardy, and their wool fine. The 

85 1 mutton 
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mutton i als excelent for the tbl, bing full of gravy and | 


of a rich flavour. 
The large heavy loaded ſheep of Leiceſterſhire and Lin- 


 eolnſhire have been tried; but the great doubt lies whether 


this ſort of ſheep would bear folding; if not, they are inad- 
miſlible, as folding is the /ine qua nen of good huſbandry, 


on the ſheep and corn farms of this diſtrict. 


Under the-auſpices of the Bath Society, unto which his 
d was vrt ne to e ee ao 


„„ „„ 


e fome dme eee eee eee | 
enough to expreſs only their doubts of the utility of folding ſheep, but 
now they do not hefitate poſitively to condemn the practice, and to 
repreſent it as altogether ridiculous and abſurd. «It is only (ſay 


they) robbing the paſture land to ſupport the arable. It cannot in- 


creaſe the quantity of manure, nor can the benefit attending it be a 


ſufficient compenſation for the injury done to the flock.” 


In a rich fertile country, where the quantity of arable land is ſmall, 
and in mere ſubſerviency to the breeding or grazing ſyſtem, where 
dung is plenty, and can he put in the corn land at a ſmall expence, 
and where each ewe is valued at four or fix pounds, it is not to be 


wondered, that the folding ſyſtem ſhould be held in contempt and de- 


rifion; but 1 will be bold enough to repeat, that in a poor expoſed 
and extenſive corn farm, the ſoil of which is light and Lang,! it is the 
fine qua non of good huſbandry, 

Let me aſk theſe gentlemen, whether the downs of Wilts and 
Dorſet would wave with luxuriant corn if folding were aboliſhed? No. 
The farmer would plough and ſow to little purpoſe, were his fallows 
to remain untrod with the feet, and unmanured by the dung and 
perſpiration of theſe uſeful animals. Beſide, in the hot ſummer 
months, nothing is ſo grateful to the flock itſelf, as freſh ploughed 
ground; and ſheep will, of their own accord, retire to it when their 
hunger is ſatisfied. The following may be ſome of the reaſons why | 
dh ley pep mrs nga uſeful practice: 1 7 

uſt. Their ſheep are too valuble to b. kept in ſufſeient numbers 
for folding. | 

2dly. Their inability to walk to any great diſtance. 

. "age TC n ene, 
J. B. 
N new 
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n lately introduced, which bids 
fair to exceed all others of equal fize, in quantity and qua- 
lity of wool, accompanied with a carcaſe by no means deſ- 
picable; but as theſe croſſes of breed are found ſometimes 
to degenerate, I ſhall not be too warm in recommendation 
till a farther trial has been made, and nne 
firmed their ſuperiority. 
More heep would be kept jn tis alte, wer it not for 
the diſpoſition of the land to bring the foot rot. 7 
--'The-mri-lond. bx ———· 
though the following receipt will make a temporary cure,. 
yet it is a very difficult undertaking thoroughly to keep the 
feet ſound. The ſcab is alſo a troubleſome and infeRious - 
' Uiſorder, The goggles or rickets is a diſorder not much 
known: it attacks ſheep between one and wwo years old, 
FFF Wo, | 


RECEIPT FOR THE $CAB ON puny, e HEY 
One pound of quick-filver | ws. "ors roll 


Half a pint of oil turpentine 


Four pounds of hogs- lar. 
Le them be rbbd i mor lth ora merge. 


roughly incorporated with the other n 
' "RECEIPT FOR THE FOOT-ROT. | | 
Roman Vitriol 1 | 
Mee © 
Gunpowder, and 
Launen, made into an olntment. 


ANOTHER, 

Ons fjounke of rapentin 
wo ditto of 2 | by 
L43-; | Sor. 
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„ 3. . 


Aries but few horſes bred in this diftri—athe f- 
mers are principally ſupplied by dealers who attend the 
North-country fairs. Farriery is in the hands of men 
equally conceited and illiterate; and theſe uſeful animals fre- 
quently die of a diſeaſe called the de&or. Few people are 
tarts goon "wide OT ee 
for road work. 
to Tue eie bee ue (as an average of rice 
paſt) from an account kept by a perſon NB are 
dee eee, ee 
wo TEAMS, NINE UORMs, pd 
Poo gots 6. turopike el. expences * HL 
271. 6g, © 9497 — — 137 6 * 
Corn of all ſorts Fo — t 110 10 
Brewers grains four-pence per buſhel — 38 19 
Hay, at three pounds 1 ton — 74 0 


Harneſs- maker | ä yet 9 12 
Tilts, lines, &c.- © M e 1 
nnd — — 27 10 
Wear and tear of waggons — 20 0 
Straw 3 1 


oloog = © 660 © 8 = 7 


This calculation affords a very ſubſtantial reaſon hy trauntersy 


as they are called, (that is, men who. how horſes and w for 
We ſeldom get rich. 55 


Cutting 15 
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Cutting ſtraw into chaff, is much practiſed, but I doubt 


its utility in reſpect to horſes. The food, in this method, 


paſſes into the animal's ſtomach without proper maſtication, 
and in my opinion affords but little nutrition. For Cub: 


cows, and all TIE pagan ou e praftice only: be "yu 


e Tr | 46 


The vaſt number of hogs fatted in this diſtri& are for 


the moſt part bought at Briſtol market of Welchmen, or of 
| itinerant drovers, who travel through the county. They 
are fed chiefly with whey, ſometimes a little corn is given to 
finiſh; and their fleſh is of a fine colour and delicatg flavour; 
their weight when fatted from ten to twenty ſcore. Thoſe 
few that are bred, are of various ſorts:—1ſt, The native 


white, with large ears and long body, 2d. The Berkſhire, ” 
black and white in colour, and of a compact round form, 


. 


| 3d. The Chineſe, Ath. A mixed breed. 


In breeding hogs, nothing ſhould be more attended to 
than warmth and cleanlineſs; without theſe, the moſt liberal 


allowance of food will not avail; and as there is à great 
difference in the quantity of food neceſſary to ſupport hogs 
of different ſorts, though of the ſame age and ſize, experi- 

ments are wanting to aſcertain their different degrees of per- 
fection. In the writer's opinion, the beſt ſort of hogs he 


ever ſaw, was ſent to a friend of his from Mr, TLRs a 


great breeder of ſheep in Leiceſterſhire. 


. tes bein ter itunes of ill - 


| hogs on his paſture land, feeding them with raw potatoes. 


The improvement of the land has been aſtoniſhing; and 


— ns 
RO Ine 


5 * 31 * # OY 


* 75 855 * 4 4 7 5 
be 1 F R EOS. F | © # 85 1. 
3 : 50 . 
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ster, 5. Rabbits, 


"Sams years Goce there ware many carenine Jn this difrkf, 
but the only ones now left are, Charter-Houſe, Temple. 
Down, and Ubly, containing about ſixteen hundred acres, 
Both the fleſh and ſkin of the rabbits, bred on theſe warrens, 
are much eſtgemed; and they ſell, when in ſeaſon, (that is, 
from November to January) for two ſhillings and ſix- pence 
a couple, ſkins included. Could coneys be preſerved from 
the depredation of two-legged and four-legged vermin, the 
occupation would be very profitable; but one ſnowy winter 
drives them off the warrens never to return, and wipes out 


E the profit of many fayourable years. 


Sxcr. 6. Puultry, 


| The great demand i in Briſtol and Bath naturally induces 
an attention to the rearing and fattening of all kinds of fowls, 
Oft late it has been found that potatoes, boiled and mixed 

with the ſkimmings of the pot, or with any other fat or 
greaſy ſubſtance, is the cheapeſt food that can be given to 
all kinds of poultry, and fattens them in a few days, making 


the fleſh F a moſt delicate colour and flavour, 


 Sxcr. 7. Pigeons, 
Theſe aro conſidered ORs and miſchievous, Une 
few are kept. 
|  8xcT, 8. Bees, 


It is to be regretted that theſe uſeful inſects are ſo lade 
attended to. 

| | Suppoſe in each pariſh of the county there were kept oy 
ten hives, and the average produce of each hive was twenty 
pounds of honey, this would amount at the preſent price 
to near five thouſand a year, beſides the value of the wax. 
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Though many directions hure boch Wwe l. 0 
the preſervation of the lives of bees, and at the ſame time 
taking away their ſtores, it does not appear that any of them 
has been practiſed in this county with ſucceſs, 

After they have ſwarmed, driving them out of the full 
hive, and putting en <apty cane in end, eng 
anſwered the purpoſe, ee 

This ſhould be dane exrly la hs toll 0 that the bers 
may have time to collect a ſtore of food before winter. 
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CHAPTER. x1Vv. ö 
RURAL ECONOMY. 
— | 


Sxer. 5 Labour, | 


Tur. rate — wages, in * and hare. is about 


nine ſhillings per week, with dinner and beer; at 
mm woerapt gy wha | 


Time of labour in the ſummer from fix to fix; i in the 


winter from daylight till it is dark. 
Szcr. 2. Proviſions. 


In the year 1793 wheat was fix ſhillings per buſhel, 
| (Wincheſter) barley four ſhillings and ſix-pence, oats three 
ſhillings and three-pence, beef four-pence halfpenny per 
pound, mutton'four-pence halfpenny, pork five-pence, but- 
ter nine · pence, and cheeſe, fix months old, forty ſhillings 
per cwt. Now, viz. January 1797, wheat is at ſeven 
ſhillings, barley three ſhillings, oats two ſhillings and three- 
' pence, per Wincheſter buſhel; beef at ſix-pence, mutton 
five-pence halfpenny, pork ſeven-pence, butter one ſhilling 


per pound, and cheeſe fifty-fix ſhillings per cwt. 


The 


prices of all grain are declining rapidly; and it is probable, 


that beſore the concluſion of the year 1797 they will be 
9 


® In the years „ wheat was at fourteen ſhillings per buſhel, | 
barley five--ſhillings, oats three ſhillings and nine - pence, beef. fave- 


pence, butter ten-pence, and cheeſe fifty ſhillings per 


NATYIA 7H » 


eyt. 


In 
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of all other grain, 5 Was Gli the years 1795-6, the. 
attention of mankind was naturally directed to an inveſtiga- 
| tion of thoſe cauſes from which that diſtreſſing evil might 
blaue originated. Various were the opinions of mankind on 
this ſubject; and the chief cauſes ſtated, were, the conſolidation 
of farms, the combination of farmers, jobbers, and millers; 
the conſumption made by the diſtillers, the oppreſſion of tithes, 
the ſale of corn n and laſtly, the W 7 
the times. 
Though all theſe cauſes have undoubtedly contributed in 
part to produce the effect, which we have had ſo much rea- 


ſon to deplore, yet I think the great operating cauſes have 


been, ſcanty crops of corn, the prevailing diſpoſition of convert= 
ing arable to paſture, and the unauoidable waſte which muſt i in- 
evitably accompany war. : 
From the year 1791 to 1796 we had not a \ firſt-rate crop of | 
corn. The ſummer and autumn of 1792 were a continued 
ſeries of wet weather; both corn and hay were greatly injured 
in harveſting, and conſequently the little corn that was well 
| ſecured, advanced in price; but under all theſe unfavourable 
circumſtances, the old ſtock in hand was-ſo conſiderable, that 
the price in 1793 did not exceed (in the county of Somerſet, 
at leaſt) ſeven ſhillings and ſix· pence per buſhel, Wincheſter. 
The produce of 1793 being a middling crop, wheat did not 
experience much advance, till a probable deficiency in the 
crop of 1794, accompanied with nearly a total failure in the 
crop of pulſe, was diſcoverable, Its advance then was yery 
rapid, and great part of the old ſtock being exhauſted, ap- 
| prehenſions were entertained of an abſolute famine. We 
may, therefore, from the foregoing ſtatement, draw this fair 
inference, that three out of the five years before referred ta 
were deficient i in praduce; and that the crops of 1791 and 
| 1793, 
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1793, though tolerable, were not ſulfcent 10 make good 
the deficiency of the three unproductive years. 
Mentions fie ler'vs fypebbthravengs produce of 
EC WE bent, er- de- Ge ee age 
| confection of the Kiagdons eee buthels? e 
Lt us alſo ſuppoſe the average produce of 1792 and 1794 
not to exceed fourteen buſhels, and that of 1795 not to ex- 
ceed twelve buſhels per acre, the amount will then ſtand 


thus, ns that 1791 and 1793 were good years of 


1791, - - 1 | 
1792, - - 14, ditto, | 


1793, - 20 ditto. 

1794, pa mY I4 ditto. 

1795, - 12 ditto, 
8 Produce of five years. 


90 Len in ditto. 


10 10 Deficient, or two babe. * acre 
' "1 per ann; - 

6 million of acres are annually ſown | 
with wheat, a deficiency of two buſhels per acre, of produce, 
compared with the conſumption, would require an annual 
importation, for the above ſtated m years, of 750,000 
quarters. | 

| Now, according „ from | 
foreign countries, for eighteen years, ending January 5th, 
1789, amounted to only 42,657 quarters of wheat, and 
283,175 quarters of oats per annum. 

From the ſtatement made in the firſt report of the Select 
Committee appointed to take into conſideration the means 
of promoting the cultivation and improvement of waſte land, 

5 5 : it 


3 
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it appears that the total increaſe, in the conſumption of cattle 
and ſheep, for the laſt ſixty-two years, amounts to the en- 
ormous number of 32, 854 head of cattle, and 203,290 
ſheep, or nearly one-third for the metropolis alone; and as the 
fize and weight, both of cattle and ſheep, have probably in- 
creaſed at leaſt one-fourth ſince 1732, ſuch augmented pro- 
portion ought to be added to the calculation of conſumption. 
This denotes ſuch an increaſe, both of inhabitants and of 
luxury, as muſt have been attended with a proportionate 
conſumption of butter, cheeſe, hay, &c.; and if extended to 
the whole kingdom, clearly accounts for the increaſed price 
of the before-mentioned articles, and is a ſufficient apology 
for that predilection for paſture land, which, for many years 
| paſt, ſeems to have been univerſally manifeſted. «<_—_ 

In the courſe of the laſt thirty years, the price of labour, 
butter and cheeſe, beef and hay, have advanced in price nearly 
fifty pounds per cent. Barley and oats have alſo advanced 
thirty or forty per cent. Not ſo bread corn, If we except 
the laſt two years, that article has advanced but little; and 
perhaps the average price of the laſt thirty years, namely, 
from 1764 to 1794, is not much Un than that from 
1734 to 1764. | 

Let us now advert to the conſolidation of hs to which 
the multitude have attributed the late ſcarcity; and here I 
cannot help remarking, that without farms, at leaſt mode- 
rately large, I much queſtion the poſſibility of extending an 
improved agriculture ; and were the prevailing wiſh gratified, 
and the plan of ſmall farms adopted, ſuch a meafure muſt be 
attended with a total extinction of that e ſpirit 
which are the life and ſoul of adventure. "nh 

| What would be the operation of ſuch a on. 
were the clothier, the cotton manufacturer, the artiſan, to be 
reſtricted to a limited capital? Why, a total dereliction of 
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al) that animation and- exertion which baue Fuinecl to them 
a trade with the whole world, and which have rendered 


- their late and preſent improvements the i eee i 


admiration and aſtoniſhment. 
An equal diviſion of farms never has exiſted, prod 


it continue, if it had. The unequal ability of tenants, the 


aſſiduity and ceconomy of ſome contraſted with the indo- 
lence and diſſipation of others, the diverſity of foils, the 
mode of manuring, epurſe of cropping, proximity or diſtance 
from large and populous cities and towns, and variety of 
ſtocking, are all ſo unſettled in their nature and qualities, 
that what might be right | in one e would be "_ 


in another. 


Let me aſk the advocates for ſmall Gas int occaſioned 
that conſolidation of them, which they ſo much reprobate, 


and to which they attribute, in a great degree, that dearneſs 


which the nation now experiences. Was it not becauſe the 
large holder could afford to give more rent than the ſmall ? 


And how was this to be done, but by an increaſed produce? 


And if an increaſed produce was the conſequence, how could 


ſuch a meaſure operate in the way ſtated? 


But ſome will ſay, does not the conſolidation of farms 


act as a check to population? I ay, no. 


The ideas of large farmers are more expanded than thoſe 
of ſmall. The extent of their capital; their more liberal 
education, and more general intercourſe with the farmers of 
other diſtricts; the diſſemination amongſt thoſe of know- 
ledge, by means of books and agricultural ſocieties, whereby 
diſcoveries reach them long before they can poſſibly be 


known to the ſmall farmer; all theſe comparative advan- 
tages concur to introduce a ſyſtem of cropping, cleaning, ma- 


nuring, and flocking the land, by which the neceſſary manual 
labour on a farm is greatly increaſed, And what difference 
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i it to the publick whether this manual labour be performed 
e an M hinſelfs n (ed OE 
large farmer? 

e it bn ant. ee ts hes 3 
ried labourer is obliged to give way to the domeſtick or 
ſingle ſervant, then its operation may be in ſome degree fatal 
to population; but for this a remedy might be deviſeds 

On the whole, I am of opinion, that any ſyſtem adopted 
by the Britiſh Legiſlature to limit the extent of nn weuld 
be unwiſe and injurious in its operation. 

Let it not be inferred, from the nd that 
1 for farms of an wnlimited extent. No. 
A farm ſhould never be fo large as to preclude the poſſi- 
bility of good management. Where this limitation (as to 
corn or grazing farms) may be fixed, it is difficult to ſay, for 
the reaſons before ſtated; perhaps in no caſe ſhould they 
exceed fix hundred pounds per annum. This is large enough 
to produce, with good management, a ſufficient- profit to 
render its occupier independent and comfortable. | 

As to dairy-farms, they cannot well be too ſmall. 
One even ſo low as ſixty or ſeventy pounds per annum 
will afford a comfortable proviſion for a family, be wholly 
conducted (ſerving cattle excepted) by the females of the 
houſhold; and the male part thereof might increaſe their 

accalional work done for their more n | 
9 the corn farmers of the diſtrict. 

But the moſt formidable objection to large corn farms 
till remains to be anſwered, this is, the capacity which large 

capital gives the holders of withdrawing the produce from 


* Let a tax be put on all unmarried male-ſervants beyond a certain 
number living and lodging in a farmer's houſe, and let the produce go 
to the induſtrious married cottager. 

market, 
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I ſcarcity; "= 
which may be alſo added, the practicability of combination 
to enhance the price much beyond a due proportion. 
In years of plenty, when the ſoil produces more than is 
necelfary for the conſumption of its inhabitants, the man 


| who holds back from market a part of this ſuperfluity, ſo 


far from being an object of condemnation, ought rather to 
be an object of applauſe, in as much as ſuch conduct tends 
n.. e eee. 


wiſe exiſt. 


In the latter end of the year 1791, hike batioties'of 
the year eee 25 ene, nm 


lings per buſhe] 


The eee Ceri 
but even then it did not exceed ſeven ſhillings and ſix-pence 


per buſhel, nor did it much advance till 1794, when the 
drought of the ſpring having occaſioned a total failure of 


pulſe, and a poor crop of wheat, the price advanced ra- 

pidly, and at laſt reached the enormous neee, 

ſhillings per buſhel, | 
VVV 


Fe. to this alarming and melancholy event; but if 
the foregoing obſervations are founded on fact, we m_ 24 


ſafely infer that the late dearneſs of wheat is eaſily accountec 


for, without having recourſe to the combination of formers, 


the monopoly of jobbers, or to any other of the cauſes 
before enumerated. 


It aroſe from three years out of five of ficient produces 


The almoſt total failure of pulſe in the year 1794, and the + 


deftrufiive ravages of war, which has not only leſſened 


'  unportation, but has inevitably produced in our fleets and 


POR.» Sku xpundieucs, of 36s. novelley . ani. of 
human food, 


' ils - CHAPTER 


or ee : 
CHAPTER XV. 
POLITICAL QECONOMY,. as ated onthe. r 
Acting AGRICULTURE. 
szer. I. Roads, 
Poster ronds pony. good; e the wats 


upon them. Parochial ones ill managed, and bad; not- 


withſtanding good materials for keeping them in repair are 
near and abundant. But ſome examples are beginning to 
be ſet of more judicious management, by throwing the ſides 
to the middle, thereby widening the ſpace of paſſage, and 

making drains at both ſides, This nome eee 
mꝶmꝶmmꝶmm NE = | 


Sxxcr. 2. Canals, 


The Somerſetfbire Coal Canal, which bas two am 
the one commencing at Paulton, the other at Radſiock, and 
both communicating with the . Kennet and Avon canal; 
the Dorſet and Somerſet Canal, commencing near Nettle- 
bridge, and extending through Frome to the county of 
| Dorſet; and the Ilcheſter Canal; are the only three canals for 
| which acts have been obtained. Another was attempted 
which was intended to commence at Pill near Briſtol, and 
to communicate with the Grand Weſtern canal at Taunton. 
This Briſtol and Weſtern canal, as it was called, might 


have been carried near fifty miles without a lock, and for 
the moſt part through a ſtrong clay ſoil. It would, in con- 
junction with the Grand Weſtern canal, (an act for which 
has been obtained) have delivered coal to the inhabitants of 
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the county of Devon at nearly half the preſent price; hs 
yet all theſe benefits were loſt, and a ſcheme, fraught with 
publick good, as well as private convenience, was fruſtrated 
by a certain nobleman, merely becauſe he conceived that 
he had not been treated by the oſtenſible ag 
with becoming deference — reſpect, 


Secr. 3 and 4. Fairs and 2 Markets. 


Many fairs are held in this diſtrict, but Bath and Frome | 
are the only towns which have a weekly market of any con- 


| | Sect. 5 and 6. Commerce and Manufaftures. 
The principal manufactures in this diſtrict are thoſe of 


| Sets a; anda worſted ſtockings, which, in the 


town of Frome, as well as Shepton- Mallet, are conſiderable; 


and from the number of hands therein employed, muſt 
have ſome effect on the agriculture of the neighbourhood. 


The town and pariſh of Frome are found to contain 
nearly ſeventeen hundred families, or about ten thouſand 
people; more than one-third of which are actually and im- 
mediately ſupported by the manufactures ſpoken of; befides 


a vaſt number of the lower order of people in the adjacent 


villages, In this town, the annual quantity of cloth manu- 
factured has lately been found to be more than one hundred 


and fifty thouſand yards. In ws the inhabitants may 
be reckoned fix thouſand, and t cloth manufactured one 


hundred and twenty thoufand yards. 
Juſtice and impartiality compel me to remark, that the 


woollen manufacture, in almoſt all its branches, has been 


for ſome years paſt, and is now rapidly decreaſing in its 
heretofore moſt fertile ſource of national benefit; namely, 
in furniſhing labour adapted to the different periods and 
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roduce - otherwiſe the dns, n it i e Hort 

e ſacrificed to thoſe where it is. Would the legiſlature in- 
terfere to ſuſpend its operations; or limit its progveſ l TG 
would be incompatible with its wiſdom and juſtice. To 
allow only its partial gſiabliſoment, would be oppreſſide j; to 
| wund e n e ning 
Aida 8 otted eee aesenp bete dt, ber i. 
preſumed will ſhortly be, in a ſtate of migration. In Tork? 
ſhire, where it has received a degree of perfection, and an 
— AR rt of th 
kingdom, I have been informed, from indiſputab | 
that before the preſent war, eee | 
duce of the manufactyres left but few, in compariſon, to 
reſort to agriculture for ſupport. What the preſent ſituation 
may be, in this momentous: relation to national proſperity; 
e ee e but general ru · 
mour ſtates it as a melancholy reverſgmqMMMeqe.. 
make more cloth, or. whether a numpe of the poor muſt be f 
driven to ſeek ſubſiſtence by other-labqur; may, perhaps, be 
beſt aſcertained by experiment. If the revival of the export 
in favour of the former part of the queſtion, and alf will be 
well; but ſhould the preſent check on the export long con- 
tinue, or ſhould jt be found that by the hands now in em- 
ploy, and the machinery already in uſe, the whole ſtock of 
| wool (which is -moſt certainly a limited article) ſhall. be 
wrought into-cloth-in nine or ten months of goal gn the 
fll-gromn and aged labourers in his manu wil 
| 1 
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will be heavily ee and the children muſt | migrate 
and ſeek ſubſiſtence'by other employ where it can be found, 
ployments, which are either mediately or immediately con- 
eee with this: OT or were dependant on 
3 ee dee eee the Weſtem' EE 
Wiltſhire, and the North-Weſtern part of Dorſetſhire, 
partake: of the conſequence of ſuch a migration; * the 
lands about Frome or Shepton not being well adapted to 
tillage,” the inhabitants are chiefly ſupplied with corn and 
grain from thoſe counties. The aſſiſtance of machinery was 
had recourſe to by the manufacturers of Frome and Shepton 
from abſolute neceſſity; for had they continued in the old 
a i the aplcion of war the vaſt prom 
mobile of all machinery. | 
It is much to be feared, that the! dns air 
| alot ade bing on; it uicenatdy bo the mens 
of diſſeminating manufactures in en 16705 nap rand hg 
er n the export trade of Britain. 
Thhere are alſo. ſeveral mills on the Ade n yoogaiing- 
Err ſundry others for the ſpinning of 
worſted, and ſpinning and weaving of cotton. The 
on e er wane 6.4m En, in the 


4 * 


$M The N of he ny es was highly 

| conſpicuous, in their introducing the cotton manufacture fully into 
their neighbourhood, before they much extended machinery in their 
woollen;- thereby firſt ſecuring full employment for the poor, and 
SAIF n d dz time 
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eee a tern geaty adrncod, and that of e. 
men and children doubled. 

It may be ſaid, that this diſtrict cannot boaſt of any prac- 
tices in agriculture which are peculiar to itſelf; the cultiva- 
tion of teazles and woad excepted. 
Its advances in receiving the improvement of more en- 
lightened agriculturiſts are very flow, notwithſtanding it has 
the advantage of a very reſpectable Agriculture Society, which 
has been eſtabliſhed in Bath near twenty years. From the 
tardineſs before mentioned, it ſeems difficult to deviſe any 
means to engage a ſtronger deſire of improvement. Drain 
ing their wet lands, folding ſheep on their uplands, feeding 
their cows during winter in the farm-yard, and more frequent 
marling, naturally preſent themſelves as the chief objects of 
notice; and it is eſpecially deſirable, that theſe practices 
e 
nen 4 
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eabnnn 1. 
GEOGRAPHICAL ST ATE AND CIRCUMSTAN ces. | 


4 j 6 [2 
4; * 


1 5 


BITVATION AND' \BxTEND, ON 


* 


— e 
that part comprehended between the Mendip hills on 
the North-Eaſt; Quantock-hill and the foreſt of Neroche 
on the South-Weſt; parts of Devonſhire and Wilts on the 
South-Eaſt ; and the Briſtol Channel on the North-Weſt. 
It includes the city and borough of Wells, the boroughs of 
Bridgwater, Ilcheſter, and Milborne-Port, and the market- 
towns of Axbridge, Shepton- Mallet, Glaſtonbury, Brewton, 


ther with their adjacent pariſhes and villages, amounting in 


the whols to been i u min 


CLIMATE AND 801. a | 


Tube cliunte of this did may; for the moſt part, be 
pronounced mild and temperate; but on ſo varied a oe 
an uniformity of ſoil cannot be expected, : 

On the borders of Wilts and Dorſet 1 
and partake of the ſoil and management of thoſe counties; 
| | _ ſheep» 


Aha eee races of huſ- 
bandry. The farms are here large, and folding is unremit- 
tingly purſued, - Wheat'is ſeldom ſown without two foldings; 
and fallowing every four or five years is the general practice. 
The corn produced is of a good quality, and finds a ready 
fale at Wincanton, Bruton, and other markets. | 
The next diviſion of this diſtrift, namely, the country i 
around Shepton, Bruton, Caſtle-Cary, Ilcheſter, Somerton, _ 
Langport, Petherton, and Ilminſter, is exceedingly fertile, 
both in corn and paſture; abounds with good orchards and 
fine luxuriant meadows, and is altogether as well cultivated 
and as 3 as moſt L of the er In ſome 
which, together erg wok; furniſh 2 raw en for ex- 
tenſiye manufactures. Weſtward of this, Polden and Ham- 
hills riſe boldly to the view, and conſtitute ſome of the infe- 
rior lands of the county. The ſoil on theſe hills ere 
thing and the eſtates diſpoſed in ſmall portions of Mmmon 
no conſiderable improvement can be effected withou 
a fundamental change in the ſyſtem of management. 
Hence we' deſcend into the marſh or fen-lands, which 
are divided into two diſtricts, namely, Brent-Marſh, and the 
| — or ese, u, Bran- Aue in an toned 
bill on the North and South, Saen bey We wet, 
and extending to Wells and Glaſtonbury on the Eaſt. 
This marſh may alſo be divided into two parts, ſeparated 
| by a tract of elevated land, on which ſtand the pariſhes of 
Allerton, Mark, Blackford, Wedmore, &c. Through the 
Northern level runs the river Axe, emptying itſelf into the 
Briſtol Channel at Uphill; and through the un meg the 


river Tu" | een eral Into I le 


This 


; 110 $0MBRGETSRIRE. 


| ch a, being Is 


incloſing, under a variety. of acts of parliament.” The be- 


nefit reſulting therefrom has been aſtoniſhing, - The rhynes 
and ditches neceſſarily cut to divide the property, together 
with the deepening of the general outlets, diſcharge ſo much 
tities. ; thus incloed in Brent-Marſh, within een _ 


Wedimors — Mear 100 


Compton-Biſnop 300 8 


eee 
Stoke and Draycot 3 800 


1 


* 
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Ol theſe ſeventeen thouſand four hundred acres, fix parts 
e nes ahald-of Hemet water, and rendered 
highly productive: on the turf-bog but little improvement 
has hitherto taken place.“ There remain about three thou - 
ſand acres to be incloſed, which (the turf-bogs excepted) 
will compleat the diviſion of all the moors within the Brent- 

Marſh diſtrict. It is not to be underſtood, that the local 
drains, under ſuch a variety of acts, and at ſuch different 
times, can have the moſt perfect influence on the country; 
particularly when it is conſidered, that the river Axe has no 
barrier to the tide, which flows ſeveral miles, and choaks 
the lower part of it with ſime, to ſuch, a degree, that many 
thouſand acres adjoining the upper parts of the river are, in 
conſequence thereof, very much injured.” Were a barrier, 
with proper ſluices, erected near the Briſtol Channel, ſome 
of the moſt conſiderable windings of the river ſhortened, 
and the ſhallow parts deepened, not only the moors, but 
the old incleſures, would be benefited thereby, to the amount 
of at leaſt five thouſand pounds per annum. 

The river Brue drains a much more conſiderable part 
of Brent-Marſh than the Axe, and has a barrier to the tide 
(which riſes there no leſs than twenty feet in height) with 
ſluices therein, at Highbridge; but its foundation, and the 
apron and cills of the ſluices, are at ſuch a height above low | 
water mark, that the drain is very imperfect, and the.Joweſt 
lands, which lie ſome miles up the "el; are e in⸗ 
commoded by the land floods. 

On the confines of the Brue are two heath or turf bogs : 
one on the north ſide containing about three thouſand, and 


the other on the ſouth containing about ſix thouſand acres. 


— 


Ten thouſand ſheep have been rotted 3 in one year in the pariſh of 
Mark, before the — and draining took place. 0 
| ry 
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APLAN 
for more effectuatlty 
DRAINING the TURF BOGS 
and 


FLOODED LAND . 


near the Rivers 
BRUE and AXE, 

in the County of 
FORTE SET. 
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bee bogs ſcarce any paſturage at proſent grows,—. | 
| They are a compoſition of porous ſubſtances, floating on 
water, andimbibing it like a ſpunge. They are obſerved to 
riſe with much wet, and ſink in dry weather. The principal 
uſe to which they are appropriated is that of fuel to the ſur- 
_ rounding pariſhes. As it is an object of the firſt import - 
ance to the country to have theſe bogs perfectly drained 
. and conſolidated, I ſhall endeavour to ſuggelt a plan whereby 
this deſirable effect may, in my opinion, be attained, A 
The cauſe of the inundation and drowning of this level 
ariſes from the outfalls being choaked up either by the col- 
lection of ſea - mud in the river, or by the elevated land lying 
between it and the Briſtol Channel. Of courſe, nothing 
more is neceſſary than a removal of thoſe obſtructions to the 
doutfalls, which will open a free paſſage and quick current to 


tte land water; this being effected, the rurf-bogs, which are 


now five or ſix. feet higher than the adjacent land, would 
| ſubſide, and the porous earth deen mien 
for all the purpoſes of vegetation. =» 

The annexed plan, drawn by Mr. Wen ths ſurveyor, 
will ſufficiently explain the- nnn AER 
attention of all parties intereſted. __. 

By the levels thus delineated, (the 3 of which, I I | 
think, may be depended on) it appears, that the ſpring-tides - 
are nearly on a level with the ſurface of the turf-bogs, and 
that by the propoſed outlet an additional fall of ten feet 
' will be acquired. Such a drain, reduced to an inclined plane 

of a foot in x mile, would, in all probability, dilehargy: all its 
ſtagnant waters. 

A farther „ a» the pla 6 des 
| vey a more diſtin& idea of the general deſign than words. 

The preſent outlet at Highbridge is not only of inſufficient 
depth, but is ſituate ſo far inland, that the ſlime and mud 
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 choak up the river, and the current is not rapid en 5% 


— + 
D . | 


ſpill, Mark, &c. will object, under an idea that their lands 
will be made too dry, and that in the ſummer ſeaſon their 
| ſtock will be deſtitute of water. But this objection, and 

indeed every other drawn from the apprehenſion of a too 
liberal diſcharge of water, may be obviated, by placing hatches 
at the different OO which will be RIOT both * pub- 


An improvement of fuch at cannot b effected 
without the authority of parliament; and all perſons re- 
ceiving benefit muſt be burthened with a rate proportionate 
to the advantages derived. This aſſeſſment may be made 
by commiſſioners duly appointed, but ſubject to an appeal 
to the court of quarter - ſeſſions; and the drains, when finiſh- 
ad, ſhould be put under the view of the court of ſewers. 
I will now. endeavour to give a haſty ſketch of the pro- 
bable coſt, and ſubſequent improvement: but in this I do 
not pretend to accuracy; ſuffice it to ſay, that the apparent 
benefit ſo far exceeds the utmoſt latitude: rwe that 
no on 1" can 155 on 1 head. 
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To s river ae e bg. — 1,500 
To purchaſe of land el eee | 
'To bridges, hatches, "Ms — 2000. 
Wade e eee — 1:40. _ 
To one mile and half of new drain 
To lowering the river Axe ſix miles 
To purchaſe of land 
To commiſſioners, ſurveyor, ce. 
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moderate computation, 15s, per acre, making 
67501. per annum; twenty - five years purchaſe 16895 = 

PRI of flooded land improved 10s. | 
0 * or 7 —_ = i e 1 
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2 356,250 
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On the ade 1 weite river 3 Au expence 1 a compleat 
* would not exceed five thouſand pounds; and there 
can be no doubt that the low lands near Axbridge, Cheddar, 
Nyland, Draycot, Rodney-Stoke, Weſtbury, &c. would 
be improved at leaſt four thouſand per annum. As a far- 
ther ſtimulus it might be urged, that the air would be ren- 
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dered more healthful, and the exhalations which now rie 
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from ſo large a body of ſtagnant water, and are wafted. by 
the winds to the high corn-lands of the Mendip-Hills, to 
or eee Wonka eee ee 

Were the turf-bogs reclaimed and made produQtive, I 
think this diſtrict might be conſidered as one of the moſt 
fertile in the kingdom. The vales are formed principally 
by mud, carried down by the rivers which flow through it, 
and depoſited there by the tides oppoſing the current thereof. 
Many ages muſt have been required to effect this, but it is 
_ evident that the whole of this diſtrict is raiſed to a conſi- 
derable height above its original level; and that the turf- 
bogs were in former days dry and firm land, not ſubject to 
inundation from the ſea, or to the ſtagnation of the river 
waters; elſe, how can we account for timber trees of great 
dimenſions, heats fir, and willow, being found at the 
depth of fifteen or twenty feet, ſtanding in the ſame erect 
poſture in which they grew; and-reeds and other paluſtrine 
plants, at the ſame depth and in the ſame poſture. Human 
bones, furze-buſhes, and nut-trees with nuts, have been 
found at the ſame depth. CEP pte b 
fure nor nut- trees will grow under water. | 

n herd | 
was at a former period dry, firm land; and that by ſome 
violent convulfion of nature it became of a ſudden inun- 
dated. This is in ſome degree confirmed by the extraor- 
dinary depth of the clay or ſound ground, on the verge of 


* Some objections may be brought againſt this idea of ſudden in- 
undation, from the upright poſition of the ſedge, as diſcovered in dig- 
ging the Sedgmoor drains. Had this Moor been drowned by a ſudden 
F would have: been proſtrated · 

MELT = 1 1 J. B. 
the 


the Highlands — te 
this kingdom-the ſea has e the lady and in ale 
parts the land has gained on dhe 5 
The improvement of ſoch a a of unpradudles kind 
would impart the moſt pleaſing ſenſations to the mindz and 
proper lateral ditches, ſuch as I have now ſuggeſted, would 
meme 
year. 
' "The profit ids be Es . 
Practiſed during the laſt twenty years is, I ſhould think; 4 
many whoſe fathers lived in idleneſs and ſloth, on the pre- 
carious ſupport of a few half-ſtarved cows, or a few limping 
geeſe, are now in affluence, and bleſſed with every needful 
ſpecies of enjoyment. Diſorders of the body, to Which the 
ſtagnant waters heretofore ſubjected them, are now ſcarcely 
aner erg ar lam for tho man e eee, 8 
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57 „ nſiderable depth 

2 ̃aly, Red earth, of various depths, from one e 
feet, covering the black moory earth of the heat. 

3aly. Black moory earth on the ſurface, with al ſtratum 

ol clay at various depths, ee 
4thly, and lafily. The turf-bog, | 
The firſt of theſe deſcriptions of land may be conſidered 

as of the beſt quality, being highly productive, and partien- 

larly ſo in a wet ſummer. If ſhut up early in the ſpring, it 
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ies michrhe ofticieted faves: ro three pounds pr acre 
and it is for the moſt part devoted to grazing. | 6:1 
b neee ben n thas this lend will fat | 
ſheep: nearly as well in the winter as nn Amo 
ſtocked more than one to an acre. z 
The vaſt adyantage reſulting from me Ai bw the 


orc 


Fat 


waſte lands in the pariſhes before enumerated, is fo wank: 
feſt, that whoever runs may read. 
A A moiety of the manor of Wedmoor micht have been 
; purchaſed, about twenty. years ago, for twenty thouſand 
pounds. It is now worth ſeven thouſand pounds per annum. 
The improvements in Huntſpill, Mark, Mere, Glaſtonbury, 
Eddiagron, fee mm res: menden 
tore tha ach. hundred pounds; and a this yithour any 
unpopular, and js rl promote eaten 
and perſeverance ane. the ſtorm: all parties are 
now ſatisfied, and acknowledge the wiſdom of the meaſure, 
e eee eee the poor's rate been in any degree 
| equal to what has been experienced in neighbouring pariſhes, 
| eee ae eee 
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An 3 8 neceſſarily accompanying ſuch an 
occupation of productive land, muſt inevitably be attended 
Vith a proportionate adyance in the poor's leyy;, belides, 
men cannot, in an inſtant, by any, even the ſtrongeſt incens 
tives, be rouſed from a ſtate of ſloth to a life of labour and 
activity. To this may be added, that à great part of the 
extra levy ariſes fram the high demand far county fack; and it 
is found that for ſeveral years paſt the rates are declining, 
notwithſtanding the og are * Vun wan N * er 
lity than heretofore... 299; 4624 an i | 

The diyiſion of property, on "theſs Pu is eee by 
ditches eight feet, wide at the top, three feet and half wide 
at the bottom, and five feet deep, which may be cut in the 
ſtrongeſt clay for twenty-pence per rope; and on the black 
ground and red earth at ee Ln FPS, which; is 
about one penny per cubje yard. ages 

At theſe prices a good workmen wil, in \ the ſummer, eam 
three ſhillings per day, and in winter two ſhillings. 3 

* 1 heſe rhynes diſcharge their waters into the rivers,, and 
ſluices are occaſionally made to keep back water, in times of 
| grought, 1 for the uſe of the ſtock. . 1 
The graziers, on theſe ſtrong os are fond of jt in- 5 
cloſures, and object to the planting any trees, or hedges; 
alledging as a reaſon, that they harbour flies, which teaze 
the cattle, and check their progreſs in fatting: trees alſo pre- 
vent a free e of air. Experience e the wiſ- 
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dom of this theory. Many alſo are A OW TRE HOT 
piece of forty acres will ſooner fat a given quantity of oxen, 
or ſheep, than tw, pieces of twenty acres each. All, how- 
ever, do not agree in this ſentiment; and the 
urge, that animals eat with greater reliſh, when frequently 
03 HOOD rg es. 


| fined to one, 
S415 de eee eee e (en u WE 


ledge) TI on an men 1 5 een 
moments thereon. 


. e e Two 


pieces of land, perfectly alike in quality, or two ſets of ſtock, 
exattly ſimilar, cannot eaſily be found; we muſt, therefore, 


ſorm our opinion from ſome other data. The argument 
made uſe of by the advocates for change is, * that of giving 
u the food to the cattle q eſb and rab; but this ſeems not 
to de concluſive, Independent of the diviſion- fence (which | 
ee nee to the faxall ot. 


ments) there muſt be an equal number of blades af graſs in 


Ather caſe; and the cattle may vary their feeding as much 
in one inſtance as in the other; for in the large incloſures 
they will not be ſeen in the evening where they were feed- 


ing in the morning. The grand enquiry js, do the cattle, or 


4s they not, conſume more graſs in one way than the other ? 
Think they do, and ſhall not heſitate (though with great 


diffidence) to give my opinion in favour of a change of food; 


and this for the following reaſons : 


When an animal is turned into a Wers de takes 
a furvey of the whole field; for the purpoſe, I preſume, of 


ſelecting that kind of herbage which beſt pleaſes his palate. 


'This perambulation does not much injure the graſs, for 


jf ir be not very rank indeed (and graziers ſhould be careful 
Ts be not ſo) it will ſoon nis after the animal's tread. 


He 
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abode, rr 
ever ſo large. After one or two months reſidenet in a large 
piece, the animal becomes diſguſted with his ſituation,; anck 
tired with his food; the ꝑraſs is tainted by eee by 
the effluvia of his dung; he bellows for change; | 
the field, conſuming, or rather. deſtroying, 
his feet than with his mouin. en eee A. 
In ever ſo large an incloſure ee e eee 
of the field is tainted with the breath of the animal ſome 
time or other in the courſe of twenty four hours, and it is 
aſtoniſhing how ſoon they become diſguſted in changing 
from field to field it is not ſo. | Every fortnight cor, three 
_ weeks bring a ſupply of untainted food, which gratifies their: 
palate, and a change of NY and increaſes. 
their comfort and enjoyment; 1 41 ooprot io) © 
The only manure ever put on elde contents 
of the drains and ditches; and:this, with judigiousyriancwh 
ment in the method mmm ne in 
erer tr 33 * cet lch e 
Some of this clay land, am, Alea, os venoms 
produce tenor twelve HEREIN of wheat, without an 
pariſh of Mark, which had 3 eee ene 
of wheat; and I verily think the produee was mot leſs than 
fifty Wincheſter buſhels, per acre. / No manure: had been 
put on it during the whole time, ſave the contents ariſing. 
it, after which the wheat was ſown in the months of No- 
vember or December, under furrow, in eight-furrow ridges, 
after the rate of two buſhels and half per dean ge 
ge With 2 f1i- 


venta, was eſtimated to excerd thirty-five buſhels per acre. 
the-invigorating principle of the ſaline particles with which 
the land is impregnated. They enable it to produce a ſuc- 
oeſſion of crops, which in oommon [TE on n w_ 
ſoil to a mere caput' mortuum. 443 ituito big. 
Notwithſtanding this ere any the . 
hies idle, and nineteen parts out of twenty remain in graſs, 
though it is apparent that the enge e cont 15 ve 
be gained in a few years. 
The ſecond deſcription! of ſoil found in this diſtrict 
namely, a ſtrong red earth over a pure clay, poſſeſſes alſo 
many good qualities; it is neither ſubje& to ee en an 
exceſs of wet weather, nor does it burn in a drought. 
This ſoil, formed by a depoſit waſhed from the hills, nj | 
| be conſidered + 48 line vegetable mould, and, if tilled, is ca- 
17 ng 4 viriety of icrops in the higheſt perfection. 
Its value — ſhilling per acre, _—_— 
duce of hay about two tons. . 
5 Black moory earth is the third ſort of oil bound in this 
level, and on it extraordinary improvements have been 
feed, by {gymnaſt with a DUNE! coat e x 
bs Fern earth,:: i Tal 111 Ht 
In — it is in a * ed ene 


yielding ſcarcely any herbage, ſave carnation graſs, ruſhes, 
and other aquatic productions. The-deficiency of this ſoil 
ariſes Rom the want of tenaeity. The beſt means of im- 

nent is compleat ruining, and after that a liberal co- 
vering with'clay'or red earth; theſe will fredy incorporate 
with the ſoil, and make it ſufficiently firm. After ſuch im- 
aun pag no kind of hip e 1 
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. year forn land of this 44 Ping led | 
till the 12th of May, yield by the 24th of June two tons of 
hay per acre; and Mr. Lax, on his farm at Godney, hae, 
for five years paſt, kept twenty cows, and a bull throughout | 
the year on thirty-five acres of land. His plan is to winter 
hayne* fifteen acres. This, on an average. of ſeaſons, i is fle 
| tobe ſtocked the beginning of April, and is fed till the tath 
of May. By this time the remaining twenty: acres are; im 
ſufficient ſtrength to take the cows, and will keep them till 
the after-graſs of his mown ground is fit to receive them 
then the unfed graſs in the ſummer-leaze is ſkimmed, which 
yields from five to ten ct. of hay per acre; this is given to 
the cows when they are dry, namely, in the months of 
December and January, After they have calved, which is 
from the beginning of February to Lady-Day, they are ſup-. 
plied with the beſt hay; here are more than thirty tons of 
hay produced, ſo that en cows cannot 9 Np of 
winter provender. ES 4 

Not many years fince this * part of a6 ar | 
moor, incloſed by Act of Parliament, and was purchaſed by 
Mr. LAx, of the Commiſſioners, at fifteen pounds per 
| acre, to which add five pounds per acre for draining and | 
claying, making in the whole twenty pounds per acre, at five 
n we F. seher n. OE e rl 


*ltis old Engliſh, and found i in 0 all boaks and lays relating 5 
forefts. M F R 
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To rent of tiny-fve' acres, at 208. per acre. N . 


To dairy women, and all onthe incidental expences, 
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"twenty-five ſhillings per cow OO The og 0 0 


Toexpences making Tee acres od tay, at twelve oY 
F nt and making f fummer-lexze hay © N 


* A 4 „ . x a 150 8 n 5 - 1 5 REA 1 
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eee A ee in eee with the 
general produce of the county, was ſmall, it muſt not be 


ſuppoſed that the deficiency aroſe from any want of food, 


WW and of a ſmall 
breed. 


The laſt ſpecies of ſoil is the Turf Bog. * 
The ſurface of this ſoil is of a light, ſpungy, tough tex 


ture, full of the fibrous roots of plants, and withal ſo matted 


— n or knife muſt be made very keen to 
n, 
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penetrate it. Immediately under the turf, or fark is found 
the vein of black moory earth, ſo unlike in its nature to the 
peat which lies underneath, that when cut with it, and 
ao it will fall off and ſeparate from it. 5 =”, 

This mould is of good quality, and will bear both natu- 
ral and artificial graſs in great abundance. It is alſo an ex! - 
cellent manure for clay or any other heavy land. This black 
moory ſtratum is from one to two feet in thickneſs, and un- 
derneath is found the peat, which is from three to _— | 
feet in depth. . | 

Under the peat is a bed Aber „ the pon th 
full of flaggy leaves and hollow ſtalks of ruſhes. Theſe 
vegetable matters are accompanied with a ſubſtance like pitch, 
of a bituminous nature, which lies between the ſtalks of the 
- ruſhes and the leafy remains, and conſtitutes the inflammable 
part thereof, It is uſed as the common fuel of the country, 
and makes a clean and pleaſant fire, particularly well adapted 
to the purpoſes of the dairy. An acre of land will furniſhan 
immenſe quantity, inſomuch, that in the pariſh of Catcott 
it has been ſold, for a term ei At, years, as high as 
thirty pounds. 15 7 

There is no great difficulty i in 0 n e 
In the months of May and June it is cut out with a keen 

inſtrument into the ſhape of bricks, left ſingle on the ground 
for a few days to dry, by which time they loſe part of their 
moiſture, and become firm enough for piling in pyramidal 
heaps of about a waggon load each; in this ſtate they are 
compleatly dried, and then fell for ten ſhillings per waggon 
load on the land where they are dug; and the price of dig- 
ging and carrying is five ſhillings per load. Though the 
outer covering or ſward of this boggy land will burn, yet it 
is not much eſteemed as fuel, being ſoon conſumed,  _ 
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Beſore I ſuggeſt a method of improving theld bann lou 


ee we advert 10th probable cauſe of wer preſent hen. 
I éconceive then, that ſtagnant water is the grand operat 


principle which has for ages kept the ſuperſtratum buoyant, 
and ſwimming as it were: on its ſurface; this lifts up and 


In confirmation of this idea, it is found, that at the depth of 
four or ſive feet the black earth becomes a mere pulp, in 
which an iron rod will deſcend with a trifling exertion to 
the ſurface of the clay; and it invariably happens; that the 
worſe the bog the deeper the clay. 

In the third deſcription of land, ſtated at the beginning of 
this: diſquiſition, the clay is found at the depth of three, four, 
or five feet, and gradually ſinks thence to the loweſt part of 
the peat bog, where it is found at the depth of eighteen or 
twenty feet. If, therefore, the ſurface of the two ſorts of 


7 and were equal, one foot of ſtagnant water on the clay of 


the former would be accompanied with ' fourteen or fifteen 
feet on the clay of the latter, Such a body of water con- 
tinually remaining at all ſeaſons of the year, (for in the dryeſt 
ſummer I conceive its diminution does not exceed three or 


0099-06020 nme en ORs 


eee 
Agreeably to this . the furſvcs "4 riſe inthe win- 


ter, and ſubſide in the ſummer months; and this is verified 


by fact, for certain fixed bodies are ſeen over the moor at 
ai vines be deſcried 2 others.“ 


5 1 * f 
2 — —— — = * ** a a 


* "ER may 17 that another cauſe, beſide that which i is "Be given, | 


= might contribute to this phenomenon, viz. a copious fog at certain 


times hovering over the moor, by which ſome extraordinary refrac- 


tions are known to take place, and exhibit the appearance of objects 


apparently above the horizon, which in reality are below it. A. C. 


If 


If theſe premiſes be admitted, it follows, that th only ra- 
dical cure muſt be compleat training, and aſter that, burning 
the matted ſurfauce; the former, I think, may be effected in 
the manner before ſtated; and the /after in the PF WIE 
without any great difficulty or expence. 117 To 

In the months of March or April, when 45 04 is ay, 
. 
this will coſt about twenty ſhillings per acre, In this ſtate 
let it remain till the ſod is dry enough to burn, then ſet fire 
to the plit as it lies, or elſe provide yourſelf with ſome keen 
cutting knives of about a foot in breadth, the cutting part 
of which ſhould be of a ſemicircular form; with theſe, let 
the plit be cut into parts of about two feet and a half in 
length, and let your burners reduce them to athes'as faſt as 
poſſible, which being ſpread equally on the ſurface” and 
ploughed in, ſow the ground about the middle of May with 
one buſhel and a half of buck-wheat per acre, two buſhel 
of ray-graſs, and five pounds of white Dutch cloyer, The 


bn d the =. and eg | 
Spreading the aſhes — 
Second ploughing — . 
Harrowing - a. 7. 6: 
One buſhel and half of buck-whear 
Two buſhels of ray-graſs 61 18 15 
ive Fe of Dutch clover” 
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Should the ſubſequent ſummer be moiſt, it is probable 


that the produce of buck-wheat might be equal in value to 


the expenditure; but ſhould it even entirely fail, the arti- 


ficial graſs will amply repay CCCP 
huſbandman. 


TT che be 
cut at the diſtance of thirty-five feet, emptying themſelves 
into the great drains; theſe trenches ſhould be twelve inches 


| e non geht of ebe e ny opener roms b 


on rope (twenty feet) or about five ſhillings per acre. 
Ihe contents of theſe trenches being for the moſt part 
black mould, will be excellent manure for the artificial graſs, 


and ſhould: be ſpread: thereon without delay. It might be 


adviſeable for the firſt year or two, either to mow or feed | 


Vith ſheep, avoiding the tread of heavy cattle till the land 


has fully ſubſided ; and if clay or red earth could be procured 
within a moderate diſtance, give it an occaſional ſprinkling 
therewith, after the rate of thirty or forty cart-loads per acre. 

1 have not the leaſt doubt but with this management, or 
with ſomething ſimilar thereunto, the turf-bogs might be 
all reclaimed, and made worth twenty-five or thirty ſhillings 
per-acre. And as a proof thereof, I need only inſtance the 
vaſt improvements already made, and ſtill carrying on with 
unremitting aſſiduity, by Mr. Moxnam, of Glaſtonbury, 
"ROE exertions in 08 way highly merit the warmeſt en- 

Without the aſiſtance ofthe plough, he FR by * 
and earthing, advanced land of the foregoing deſcription 
from one ſhilling per acre to thirty ſhillings. His expences, 
it muſt be allowed, are great, for he puts one hundred cart- 


| loads, nay, in ſome inſtances, one hundred and fifty cart- 
loads of red earth per acre, which being halled one mile and 


a half or two miles, the coſt muſt be more than ten pounds 
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per acre; yet notvithſſanding this bountiful and expenſive 

manuring, the advance in the value of the land amply com- 

penſates; for the original price of theſe bogs was two pounds 

per nt n for; and OO IT mom. may nen E | 
at that rate. 

Mr. Moxnam 3 that a covering of ol earth, 

ſuch as he beſtows, is abſolutely neceſſary to kill the old 


 ſward; and it muſt be admitted, that the end propoſed is 


effectually obtained; but then the land is for ſome time un- 
productive, and the expence is alſo ſo enormous, that. few . 
farmers would have courage-to go-through fh, Why | 
nn e 

Ho far the hes of proceeting; which I hays Hefors Fwd 
8 is or is not more eligible, I ſhall leave to Mr. Ware 
and to my readers to determine. 
Mr. Moxn Ant has planted firs ih A Da on \ theſe 
1 with great ſucceſs, and has made various ſtriking im- 
provements, to the great aſtoniſhment of his ee who 
could. not conceive ſuch things poſſible. 
In ſhort, he is juſtly entitled to the anks: not only of 
the labouring poor, but alſo of the ROOT for his . 
2727 J and 99277 * f Ej * 


'<®: Tis eee as it is called Fe the proprietors, is a portion 
of heath-moor appropriated for digging turf for fuel. It is dug out 
by the people of Glaſtonbury in pits of five or ſix feet deep, which 
are hollowed out on the ſides as far as they can do it with ſafety, leav- 
ing a cruſt on top of the part hollowed, which makes it very dangerous 
to walk over it. The people of Mark (the adjoining pariſh) dig their 
turf in ditches, which I think a better method. I have levelled about 
jo acres of this turbary-land, by taking the ſward and ſufficient of the 
_ uppermoſt earth to fill up thoſe pits. This peat or turf earth, in its 
natural ſtate, is very ſoft; and thoſe pits, if not filled up, ſwell up from 
the bottom, and in twenty or thirty years will be ſufficiently ſolid to 


e eee eee eee 
7 into 
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. — and — of 
the foil, enable the occupier to devote his land to either pur- 
poſe with an almoſt certainty of ſucceſs; and the annual 
Profit, over and mum his rent, cannot fail, as a ſource of 
Wealth and independence. The dairy farms are ſmall, ſel- 
dom exceeding two | hundred pounds per year; rome 
farms are large, and very detachet. 
It is obvious, that the profits of the dairy — thoſe of 
the grazier neatly in the proportion of two to one; and as 
one hundred pounds per year will afford a comfortable ſub- 
TO to a family, ſmall farms are beſt calculated to increaſe 
zopulation, and to rear up an induſtrious race of independent 
yeomanry. Excepting the Biſhop of Bath and Wells, there 
| are few proprietors who ſtand ſeized of more than fix or 
eight hundred pounds per annum, and for the moſt part 
from one hundred to two hundred pounds per annum; and 
jpors than e e of aro are n 10 pe 


imo 3 ſo ny I Wn been e to level 3 of 3 again 
four, five, and ſometimes ſix times, before I could venture to lay on 
earth. I have then covered the land with from one to two hun · 
dred put-loads of rich ſandy mould on an acre, ſuch as is dug out of 
the rivers, or left by thick floods on the ſides of the rivers, of a grey 
colour, This makes great improvement, produces a very good her- 
bage, and d by letting in ou it from the river three, four, or five thick 
floods in the ſpring, on about fifty acres of it, (which I do by means of 
# double funnel or trunk of two feet ſquare each, without injuring my 
neighbours, having made flood-banks to keep it in) I have been able to 
make very good heifer-beef without their feeding on any other ground. 
© Pome part of this turbary-land I cannot flood; on this, when it is pro- 
perly ſettled, I propoſe to put ſome heavy earth. This heath-moor 
turbary-land has heen fold in its original ſtate from about forty ſhils 
lings to tight pounds an acre; the Weſthay turbary-land, 3 in ths ad- 
| * Meer, ſells for about forty ſhillings an acree.. 
# „ MOxXxIIAM. 
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| The old arable was found not 0 pay for zloughin 
| has therefore been laid down, - 1 Ys 

Some few farmers, however, have ahi PER” 409 
lee four pounds per acre for ſome rich dry and newly in- 
| cloſed land, on which they have grown fifty buſhels of wheat _ 
per acre for ten youu ee, e Kane or ee 
. any kind. 

Where there 1 ſo much 50 approve, Pas fin way 
m uld be any thing to condemn, but truth compels me to 
ſtate, that a ſhameful inattention prevails as to their breed of 
cattle; and ſcarcely can an inſtance be produced of a für- 
mer's giving more than ten pounds for a bull, or three 
pounds for a ram; yet, notwithſtanding this general nepleck, 
many are accuſtomed to ſell their home-bred team of four 
oxen, when fat, for one hundred pounds; and ſheep in 
great abundance, that weigh” from twenty to thirty pounds 
per quarter. The elevated corn-lands were formerly i open 
common fields, but every effort has been made to divide = 
and incloſe them; the tenure, however, (great part being 
under the ſee of Wells, and other churches, under charity - 
endowments, and under queen Au xx's bounty) has ope- 
rated as a check to the neceſſary exchanges. None of theſe 
common field lands will let for more than fifteen ſhillings 
per * ene bl 0. e * bes hay for twenty-five 
Though there are many n i in the Wade of this 
diſtrict deſerving both commendation and imitation, I can- 
not help obſerving, we" . g of pee, * is is not 
among the: number. 

In this reſpect, a are the moſt egregious Beben! ever 
| beheld. It is no unuſual thing to ſee cocks of about a load 
each remain in the fields two months after they are made; 
md es the rivers ware lowered, and the country drained, | 
theſe 
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— ina fda. 
When conveyed to a large mow, no care is taken either in 


making or ſecuring it; it is ſeldom thatched; ſome indeed 
male their mows-in a conical form, by which means they 
ſuffer but little ir jury, but for the moſt part they are left flat 
on the top, and the winter rains ſoak from the top to the 


bottom, without ſhame or regret on the part of the owner. 


In their ſummer paſtures they are equally ſlothful; docks, 
thiſtles, nettles, and other weeds, cover nearly a quarter of 
the land, and, wafted by winds, the ſeed is diſſeminated on 


the lands of their more careful neighbours. Ofttimes have 


I obſerved, that where nature is moſt bountiful, her gifts 
are leaſt prized, This is the caſe with the farmers here; ſq 


quick is vegetation, even in the winter ſeaſon, that the cattle 
(unleſs it be unuſually ſevere) ſcarce eyer want a bite of ” 


and a deficiency of winter provender is ſcarcely known. 
2 preſume it is on the ſame principle that the Scotch gar⸗ | 


dener excel the Engliſn; having more difficulties to en- 


Ts ther exertian Me care are eee, n 


3 
* 5 1 


THE sour | MARSH. 


oe 8 on the North-Eaft by Polden-hills, on i the 


* by the river Parrett, on the North-Weſt by 


Bridgwater-bay, and on the South-Eaſt by Ham-hill, &c. - 
That part thereof which lies neareſt the ſea is higher than 


the | interior part, owing to the great depoſit of ſea-mud left, 
at the high ſpring-tides for ages paſt; and it is alſo better 


drained, in- conſequence of being near the outlet, where the 
greateſt fall of dcaining exiſts, (This abſeryation. alſo ex- 


tends to the lands of Brent-Marſh,) 9 

Tue river Parret is the principal drain of this marſh. Ie 

*. no i, and the tide flows * as ar as Langport, 
. filing 
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fling its 1 and e penning the land-ficods over 
the moor, and meadows adjoining; ſo that near thirty thou- | 
ſand acres of fine land are frequently overflown for a con- 
ſiderable time together, rendering the herbage unwholſome 
for the cattle, and the air unhealthy to the inhabitants. 
An act of parliament was lately obtained for draining” a 

conſiderable part of this fenny plain called King - Samos * 
which, together with the adjoining incloſed meadows Wl 
| flooded, amount to about twenty thouſand acres; This 

defirable end is nearly accompliſhed, by having the outlet 
or ſluice many miles lower, in the river Paret, than for- 
merly. Nothing could be more unpopular, at its outſet, 
than this undertaking; and every obſtacle, which prejudice 


e e e thereof Rad o 


About the year 1680, King Tarn laid claim ion fol 
of this moor, and formed the deſign of improving it by a 
compleat drainage; but ſo perverſe were the owners of che 
adjacent lordſhips commoning with their cattle on it, that 
they oppoſed the ſcheme with all their might; and diſcern- 
ing that they could make no juſtifiable claim to the ſoil;/of- 
| fered to aſſign to the king four thouſand acres, in lieu of his 
right thereto, and to lay out the reſidue,” being nine thou- 
fand five hundred and twenty-two acres, among their Jord- 
_ ſhips; which being accepted of by the king, there were 
allotments then made r 
R . 
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Names a Mares; | v7” i 7 n, 
Dun wer 0 the Bw of Sir Robert ch. 


Stawell _ 5 To. Sir John, Stawell — 274 
Sunon-Mallt To John Mallett, — — 234 
To Walter Long, eſd; 248 
Brogne _ To Thomas Ne 25 0% 
Middlezoy.... ib R. Warr, eſq; Sir R. Strode 1 57 
Moorlynch [o the heirs of Mr. Floyer — 354 
Higbham [o Henry Lord Gry — 
Netherban Joo the heirs of Sir Ed. _ — 264 


Aiſheotte Io Sir Thomas G | 3626 


Horſey __ [o Sir George Horſeỹ;— 9379 
Chedzoy To Earl Pembroke 411 
Weſtonngn N ir n Lore, 4 i 1 


. Tho. Hill, e un Rik. a 


1 3 0 5, eeelçq; and Burgeſles, & c. — 5 
Graynton [ o the heirs of Mr. Watts . 


e e + 6/7 70 Earl Eee N 


Campun-Dande ToSir J.Soaogmny,ad Baronet 
. Portman — 100 nts, > 906 | 
wan 590 5 To Sir Thon. ws Thyme — 3 


— 


Ti mw! Were 9522 
| Beſides for the king — — 4000 


Memorandum. That theſe allotments are rated propor- 
Kidd aerger fdr ger he re ; 
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A een e of fifteen _ nn, 
acres of the ſeveralss. 1 brig 
In the reign of King William, a Grailar aa" was made. 
An act was obtained for draining it, but by ſome means rr 
other its operation was entirely fruſtrated. This proj 
and uſeful improvement lay dormant till the year 17765 

When it was revived by Mr. Allen, then member of parlia- 
ment for Bridgwater. Sanguine of ſucceſs, and highly im- 
preſſed with the idea of its importance, he purchaſed a large 
number of rights, and having obtained a ſignature of con- 
ſents, went to parliament; but not having intereſt engugh 
in the houſe to ſtem the torrent of oppoſition, all his deluſive 
proſpects of profit vaniſhed, and he found himſelf left in a 
ſſcmall but reſpectable minority. Though Mr. ALLEN met 

with ſo warm an oppoſition, yet there were not wanting 
many lords of manors intereſted, who expreſſed their de- 
cided approbation of the meaſure, in a general point of ui, 
but objected to the mode by which it was conducted, and 
to the men who were the oſtenſible inovers in the buſineſs.; 
After this defeat, nothing was done till the year 1788, when) 
a meeting was held at Wells to take into conſideration the, 
parochial: allotments, ' At this meeting Sir Pnitie Hates = 
preſided; and after much abuſe and oppoſition! from the 
lower order of commoners, who openly threatened deſtruc-- 
tion to thoſe who ſupported ſuch/a meaſure, the meeting 
was diſſolved without coming to any final determination 

Tze leading idea was, however, afterwards purſued, with 
great aſſiduity, by Sir PII Ir, and his agent Mr. SyMEs: 


nagement, matters were brought into ſuck a train, that ap- 
for leave to bring in a bil! for draining and dividing .the 


* 
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nid moor into parochial allotments, among thirty pariſhes 
and hamlets therein ſtated; and alſo among ſuch other 
pariſhes as may prove a right to feeding the ſame. In the 
ſpring of 1791, this bill paſſed into a law; and the com- 
miſſioners, acting under the powers WO held thr! firſt 
meeting at Bridgwater in June 1791111. 
I have been thus particular in ſtating the 1 of this 
. buſineſs, merely to ſhew the impropriety of calling publick 
meetings, with a view of gaining ſignatures of conſent, or 
taking the ſenſe of the proprietors in that way. At all pub- 
lick meetings of this nature, which I ever attended, noiſe 
and clamour have filenced ſound ſenſe and argument. A 

party generally attends with a profeſſed deſign to pole, 
and truth and propriety have a hoſt of foes to combat. 
-. Whoever, therefore, has an object of this kind in view, 
| Joy him acquire conſent by private application; for I have 
frequently ſeen the good effects thereof manifeſted, by che 
_ irreſiſtible influence of truth,” when coolly and quietly ad- 
miniſtered; and it has frequently happened, that men, hoſtile 
to your ſcheme, have, by diſpaſſionate argument, not only 
changed their ſentiment, but become warm ng in that 
cauſe which at firſt they meant to oppoſe. 1 

This never could have been done at a publick W : 
for after men have once joined the rh rn their: * | 
| vin not permit them to retreat. e 
How far the commiſſioners CW DIO this . 

diſcharged their truſt, time will ſhew; but the general opi- 
nion of their conduct ſeems to be flattering; and thoſe who 
at firſt ſuppoſed that the act carried. with it the ſeeds of its 
own diſſolution, are brought to eee 1 the ae _ 
pearances are highly promiſing. +7 + 0444 5 
It cannot e ee the eee eee | 
Aeon ſixty-three claims, {of which only one thou 


1 lowed): 15 0 
| making my lürge portion of land, neceſſarily | 
cut through in making the great drain, many cauſes of '6fs 
_ fence muſt be given; but, 1 truſt, neither partiality, negli 5 
gence, nor corruption, can be imputed! to them; and if they 
have erred, JOG) deen an error of ide HOW aud not of 
the heart. e eee, cools 
Previous to the e is this moor empicd ir 
into the river Parrett, ſome miles above Bridgwa 
fall from the moor was very trifling. Hence it bleed, 
that the leaſt flood covered it with water, and in that ſtate it 
frequently remained many months. It was at firſt ſuggeſted; 
| by many people whoſe abilities the county held in high efti- 
mation, that nothing more was neceſſary for the purpoſe of 
draining the moor, than the opening and "widening theſe old 
outlets; but it mm MINN? commiſſioners, nen, 
a radical cure. ———— ſet eee 3 
cover a convenient place of diſcharge lower down in the 
river, Mage a na my more "OT OY ee 
gained. | , BEER OTE T1596; . 
An old lice, called Durbal . 5 e itlelf as e 
deſired ſpot; and on levels being taken wan Wurre, an 
eminent ſurveyor, it appeared that an extraordinary fall of 
nearly ten feet could be acquired; and that the deſcent from 
the upper part of the moor to this outlet, (a diſtance of 
about twelve miles) was nineteen feet, or about one foot 
and a half in a mile. The only objection which. could be 
brought to the meaſure, aroſe from à conſideration of the 
great expences which muſt be incurred by _ _— 
ro ces ee Bol I een, 4 
ative, however, preſented itſelf. It dads ths N 


os plan mult be adopted, or the work would be incomplete. 
| EE hs Juſtified 
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Juſtified therefore by the concurrent opinion of Mr wirr, 
7? andof Mr. Jessor, (whoſe advice was taken) they pro- 
ceeded boldly; and having erected at a great expence, and 

under numerous difficulties, (ariſing from the moraſſy nature 


„ Ts 


of the ground on which it was byilt) a ſtrong ſubſtantial 
ſluice, they proceeded to make a channel or cut fifteen feet 

deep, ten feet wide at the non, and fifty-five fect wide at 

5 - 101 is e ti pa Abe he ca which this _ 


| 'whing excited. Some thought the commiſſioners mad; 
| gthers, and by far the majority, aſcribed the boldneſs of the 
5 plan to the liberality of the proprietors, in allowing the com- 
miſſioners three guineas per day for attendance and manage- 
ment; and drew this ſage concluſion, that the work would 

| I ver bn finiſhed, rut would be protracted ti the expences 
youll equal the. value of the moor. 

= Voinfluenced by leters, or by menaces, the commiſſioners 
_ perſevered; and they have the ſatisfaction of ſecing the prin- 


——__ 7 n rats. 
= q FT.» 4 
*. 
1 
= 


= eipal difficulties overcome; and of hearing thoſe very men, 
N 5 | who were moſt violent againſt the meaſure, acknowledge 
| . their error, and candidly confeſs that the work is well exe · 
= euted, and promiſes to be effectual. 

| 


It may be neceſſary, by way of inftruQion to others en- 
mary in ſchemes of the like nature, to ſtate, that had the 
| Oran been made leſs wide at the top (and the opponents in- 

ſiſted that it ſhould have been only twenty fix feet wide) 

it would have collapſed, or fallen together; as it was, there 
vere numerous and alarming ſlides, the repairing of which 
coſt a conſiderable ſum, and there can be no doubt, but 
ſomething of this kind will happen for years to come for 
the ſubſtratum, at the depth of ſixteen feet, is ſo ſoft and 
moraſſy, that it gives way to the een n 90 
| 5 up in the middle of the dran. 8 


This 
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|. This cut from the Dunbald ſluiee e nab 
whe about two miles and a half) coſt four-pence per cubic 
yard, or in the whole about three thouſand two hundred 
pounds; and the parochial drains, which were twelve feet 
wide at the top, four feet wide at the bottom, and fix feet 
deep, coſt on an average two ſhillings. and ſeven-pence per 
rope (twenty progreſſive feet. ) Expenſive as this underta- 
| king inevitably muſt be, yet the benefit reſulting from it wilt 
moſt amply repay; for without ſaying any thing of the in- 
jury done to the health of the inhabitants in the cireum- 
adjacent country, and which this drain, by rendering the 
air more ſalubrious, will totally remove; we may fairy ſtate, | 
that the probable improved value cannot be eſtimated 
7 four hundred and fifty thouſand pounds. ; 
The total amount of the expenditure is now kin 
440 it may give ſome ſatisfaction, if I inform my readers 
the ſum total thereof. The following ſtatement of the ac- 
count Dr. and Cr. will approach pretty near the truth; 
but let it be underſtood, that this calculation is made under 
the idea of parochial ſubdiviſions, without which little benefit 
will reſult either to the publick or individuals. The prin- 
ciples which I have, in my report on the North-Eaſt diſtrict, 
fixed as data, incontrovertible, viz, That all commons, how- 
ever rich and fertile the ſoil, are unproductive of profit, in 
conſequence of over/tocking, muſt be here adhered to; and 
this argument is equally applicable to old incloſures. Let 
a farmer put ten head of cattle into a given piece of ground 
where only five ſhould be depaſtured, and the cattle will be 


a If we add to this the capital neceſſary to ſtock this moor, the pub- 
lick utility and 1 of the undertaking will be more ſtrongly. 
manifeſted. JN 8 
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after: the graſs is* conſumed, thin they were 
before: Of what value (her Wilts land „„ 
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Ihe abe ve is the real expenditure taken from the com- 
miſſioners books, and nnen acres haya hen 
ſold to diſcharge the ſ ame. crmont n. ef 

N. B. Had the i Bae e p 
land at the com encement of the buſineſs, the ene, 
would have a eee five thouſand eee 
ference in the intereſt accomp f... n 99) bed: t 
| This is not the only improvement, for by the additi 

ſuch a quantity bf rich and productive bal, nd, che gHnd | 
incloſures, and common fields, may be greatly advanced * 
e In ſhor: ite is difficult to point out all the benefits 
likely to acerue from this eee 5 

though the original value of the mob per acre is 

ſlated to be ten ſhillings,-this is done merely with a wie td 

give the arguments againſt the incloſure the greateſt weights: 
and perhaps it would have been more juſt to have ſtated its 
value at five ſhillings, per acre, or even leſs than that, for a 
ight of ſtocking could be rented for half a guinea per year- 

Nor is the improved value at all exaggerated. On the 
eontrary, Z am confident it will exceed thirty-five: 
per acre; mem ind neee e L 

acre have been cut on incloſed e e 
that of tha moor W W nie 149 ef in 
' Beſides King's-Sedgmoor,: „ : 
of land on the adjacent rivers Tone and Veo en which no 
ede has yet been attempted, namely, Nortmoor, 

anmoor, Currymoor, Weſt-Sedg- 
moor, Ai near 2 Weſt- Moor, near Kingſ- 
bury; Mo ee n en a in hs. 
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chookendheres of low Handed bete nds, which mh 
be greatly improved by judicious draining. - | 
Many of theſe moors are equine daintel cute" to 


/ King's-Sedgmoor; and eee before them 
will, I truſt, remove the miſt from the proprietors eyes, and 


e e eee ee their own _ the e 


| nn 


| Theſe lands would te tee Rey e 


eee they were drained and divided j and if taken 


from the tenants, the original eſtates would e 


in their annual value one farthing, 


eee Hhawbefwe onturgid var fully ard | 


aan eee only remark, to thoſe who are influenced by 
_ a humane regard to the right and comfort of the cottager, 
that very few habitations of that deſcription are to be found 
near theſe 'moors; and a great part of thoſe which do exiſt, 


poſſeſs rights, which, when divided, may be worth two or 
three hundred pounds; and if ſold, will enable a man to 
rent an eſtate of one hundred pounds per annum, and to 
keep twenty or thirty cows, in the management whereof his 
whole family would become uſeful; and habits of induſtry, 


care, and cxconomy, would by degrees be eſtabliſned. 


Adjoining this extenſive plain on the South ſide, lies 4 


| ſhells, well adapted to the purpoſes of tillage, and in its na- 


ture ſo fertile, that potatoes, turnips, carrots, hops, madder, 


| liquorice and indeed almoſt every root or plant uſeful in 
| „ e A grown ogic = ah perfecting, 1 16 


Tus arabie ie for the moſt part in common fields, and 
though e by enfant cropping, lets for near thirty 
ſhillings per, acre. The wheat produced is of prime quality ; 


and as to * it is ia that Chedzoy, ** 


land, Middlezoy; and Othery, produce the beſt in the county. 
Were the common field lands of theſe pariſhes divided into 
ſeparate property, o a portion of the new allotments in Sedg- 
moor arinexed, and the whole comprized in farms of four 
or five hundred pounds per year, and let to ſome enlightened 
ſheep and turnip farmers, theſe pariſhes might vie with any 
in the kingdom, both as to the quantity and quality of pro- 
duce; but this cannot be effected whilſt the lands are held 

by the preſent tenure. They are now occupied by ſmall 
farmers holding under lives, ſome one life, fome two, and 4 
few three, and in ſome ne enen ny power or proſ- 
pet of renewing, 7 
_ - Fhedeclivities of the Us North and Faſt of Sedgmoor, 

are as barren as thoſe before ſtated are productive. The 
finer particles of the ſoil have for ages been waſhed into 
the moor by heavy rains; and the remaining mould is hal- 
low and ſterile. When the moor is drained and made pro- 
ductive, this loſt fertility may be in ſome degree reſtored, by 
carrying the produce of the moor to the uplands, either by 

the ſheep- fold, or by conſuming the hay thereon. 

A great part of theſe high lands are in tillage, but the ex- | 
pence of ploughing is ſo'great, and the produce fo ſmall, that 

it is matter of aſtoniſhment to me how the farmer can gain 
a livelihood. Somerton and Compton-Dundon, two con- 
en 1 *. the Eaſtward of ne are e for the 


* An a 3 ly made n abit s e i 
land to divide and incloſe their common arable fields by act of parlia - 
ment, but the ſame was violently oppoſed by the biſhop of Bath and 
Wells, under the idea that the tithes would be reduced by the appli- 
cation of the land to graſs ſtead of corn. To ſubvert this doctrine, 
which I conceive to be illiberal and oppreſſive, I will be bold to aſſert 


that one half the quantity would, under a ſyſtem; of improvement, pro- 
i 6 1 5 
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moſt part the prope 1 
no. pariſhes, in, pra county fo; ſuleer tible vi 8 
The arable lands in common field lie ſo detached _ 4i- 
vided, and the eſtates, farm-houſes, &c. are on the whole ſo 
badly diſpoſed, that vaſt improvements might be made by 
judicious exchanges, and by a proper arrangement of the 
property. . {he ſoil is naturally good, and around the town 
of Soinerton is a multitude of gardens, , which, ſupply the 
adjacent markets, even ſo far as Wells and Shepton-Mallett, 
with early peaſe, beans, potatoes, &c. and in the month of 
Auguſt with cucumbers by cart- loads; theſe they raiſe on 
hillocks, under which is placed about two buſhels of horſe=. 
dung, collected in King' $-ocdgmoor; by children, and brought 
to their gardens. ot the backs of, « or drawn in carts by, aſſes, 
*. There is a large 1 market. held. every three weeks at So- 
merton during the ſummer months, and to it is brought an 
| immenſe number c of ſheep, principally of the Dorſet, breed, 
together with oxen. and. other, cattle;, theſe are purchaſed by 
graziers occupying the rich graſs, land of the county. 
On the ſummit of Polden-hill. the corn land is for the 
moſt part in common fields, and under the following courſe 
of huſbandry : wheat, beans, fallow. - The general produce 
of wheat twelve, buſhels per acre, and. of beans. the ſame; 
very little barley. or oats; but in the, incloſed fields, clover. 
and vetches thrive exceedingly ; 5 and if the farmers were to 
| have more of theſe articles, and plough leſs, they would 
find their aeeount in ſo doing; for n will Lg: . 
farmer to poverty ſo ſoon. as poor corn land. as 
From the nature of the ſtone on the lates 26 as well as 
from ſome trials lately made wien the borer, I haye reaſon 
to think, that on the N orthern declivity of Polden-Hill may. 
be-found-a-vein'of matl which paſſes through the pariſhes 
of W . Catcott, Shapwick, and 
83 Aſhcott, 
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Aſheott, and from thence extends to Butleigh and Kingſ- 
weſton. Should it prove of good quality, the diſcovery 


| will be highly important, 2 and be the means of advancing = 


the lands to treble their preſent value. This mar has been 
tried at Butleigh and Kingſweſton, and I believe with ſuccels, 

It is not improbable that the ſame vein extends to Yar- | 
lington near Caſtle- Cary, where it has been dug and uſed | 
with great advantage by J. Rockxs, eq; whoſe i improve- 
ments both in agriculture and planting are very meritorious. 

I cannot paſs over this neighbourhood without noticing 
the pleaſant and fertile pariſh. of Caſtle-Cary, which, both 
in reſpect to ſoil and climate, cannot well be excelled. I 
could wiſh ſome ſpirited agriculturiſt would here try, whe- 
ther the excluſive power of growing hops is confined to 
Hants, Kent, Worceſter, and a few other counties, The 
luxuriancy of the wild hop, the richneſs and depth of the 
ſoil, the mildneſs of the climature, and the ſecurity from 
violent winds, all conſpire to render ſuch a ſpeculation pro- 
miſing. The conſumption of the county in this article is 
| immenſe, and I have no doubt but I could fele& in diffe- 
rent parts of it many hundred acres, as well adapted to this 
culture as any lands at Farnham, and at one-fourth the 
price which is there given; beſides a much eaſier acceſs to 
manure of all ! . a en * dere ſupply of 

poles. 

In Caſtle- Cary be are e In a a very. large Gale, 
and it is no unuſual thing to get one hundred and ſixty ſacks 
(two hundred and forty pounds each) per acre, the CG 
price about five ins WE 


- 


| ® There is likewiſe marl (but never much worked) about Doulting 
and Cranmore, and perhaps in various other parts of this diſtrict, 
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| MINERALS, x. en 


"Many. attempts have been made in different parts of ü this 
diſtrict to find coal, and pits to a conſiderable depth have 
been ſank. at Glaſtonbury, Chard, and other places, but no 
regular vein can be found; and it is the univerſal opinion of 
intelligent colliers, that there is no coal South of Mendip- 
Hills, Indeed ſome will ſay, that the ſtrata run in a regular 


direction from South to North, e the whole nn 
of Britain. , 


'A TER- 


regation is but little practiſed in this di tic; 48 is, 
indeed, near the town of Ilminſter, ſome land watered with 
the waſh of the town, the good effects of which are mafifeſt, 
Some of the marſh-farmers alfo, on the river Brue, cut 
openings in the banks of the 'river in the winter months, 
and overflow their land vith the thick water deſcending 
from the hills. 


This practice is certainly right 
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CHAPTER. III. 
BUILDINGS. 


'EE old 1 are ill- conſtrued 5 tin. 
ſituated, but new ones are much improved in point of 
uniformity, regularity, and convenience. Too much at- 
tention cannot be paid to this branch of rural management. 
Inſtead of being placed in vales, and at forfie extreme part 
of the eſtate, the farm buildings ſhould be fituated on fome 
high and central ſpot, ſo that the produce of the manure 
ariſing therefrom, may be conveyed to and fro at the leaſt. 
poſſible expence and trouble. So ſituated, the running of 
the yard, ſtables, &c. might be collected in a reſervoir, and 
diſcharged from thence over the paſtures with great caſe 
and advantage. Lime alſo might be occaſionally thrown 
into the reſervoir, ſtirring it well previouſly to its being diſ- 
charged on the land. The dent anne from ſuch 
a practice is inconceivable. 
Convenience in the diſpoſing and en of "the 
buildings is alſo of material conſequence. The ftraw-yards 
ſhould be placed at the front and backſide of the barn, and 
the ſtack-yards at each end. The barn ſhould be filled 
through an aperture or ſheaf-hole, and not in the uſual 
way by waggons drawn on the floor to the great injury of 
the ſame, Granary (if any be neceſſary, which. I much 
doubt, as all corn ſhould go to market as ſoon as threſhed) 
ſhould be over the waggon-houſe. The hog-ſties and poul- 
try yard as near as poſſible to the dairy. The ſtable de- 
tached from the other buildings for fear of fire. In ſhort, 
every thing about the farm ſhould be ſo contrived and dif- 
poſed that the buſineſs may | be done wil the F *. 
ble eaſe and diſpatch, 1 
| CHAPTER 


1 MOE OF OCCUPATION. 
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5 — 3434 &E6 3 


HE e part of that rich wth of wad called EY 
4 Marſh, was, a few centuries. ago, either the property 
of the Crown; or of the Abbey of Glaſtonbury. Many of 
theſe manors have been ſince diſmembered, untl. 1 believe 
n now ſay, that ge: s cou ry 9 p ws te 
8 1 following ales of 2 ee Locks, of _ 
ham, will ſnew the great ren in the value o _ land in 
the courſe of forty: * . „ 
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The . ar ad thats every. marſh farmer, 5 

cupying two hundred acres of land, does, or at leaſt ought 

to grow, twenty acres. of wheat, milk twenty eows, and feed 

twenty oxen and heifers, beſides ſheep and other cattle,” And 

to ſhew the vaſt influx of wealth to this country, he engages 
_ 5 


D 
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to name fiſtqtfarmers, within the diſtance tug?” 
worth ten thouſand pounds each, on an average, of ne 
own or their Albers beitung, within the ſpace of Hy 
yOu» paſt. | CL T6 ,,, 
| In the middle part of this Pas inte many large _ 
roprietors; and rent is univerſally paid in money, without — | | ; | 
any perſonal” ſervice :- great confidence exiſts in the Eaſtern 
part of this diſtrict, viz. about Wincanton, Horſington, ce. 
between the landlords and tenants. Etſtates are there pring 5 7 7 
cipally held on mere verbal engagements; andiſcarce aniins 
ſtance can be produced of a breach of faith on agg hos ar : FS, 2 
Jandlord, or ſuſpiciom on the part of the'tenait, 17 
Between Veovil and Taunton, including the e = 
Mares: Puckington, Barrington, Kingſbury Epiſcopi, 
Lambrook, South-Petherton, Ilminſter, Hinton St. George, 1 
and the adjacent places, lies a tract of ſtrong loamy land, „ 
from ſixteen to thirty inches deep, on a ſubſtance of clay: : 8 
a more pleaſant country can rarely be found. The proprie- 
taries are large, and the eſtates are moſtly held by lives = 
under the lords of the fee: there are, however, many fre. 
holders who poſſeſs en one hundred to voy mens 
pounds per annum. i 10 Fi > 
_ The farms are Fr forty to d wndre Pesas en o 
annum, and are compoſed partly of rich grazing and dairy 1 1 
land, worth from thirty to forty ſhillings per nere; partly 4" 
orchard, from two pounds to three poynds-tenthillings per 
acre. Sheep-walks, from ' fifteen ſhillings to twenty-five 5 
per acre; and the een from We —_— to By We 
| five ſhillings per acre. | > 
The rich paſture Und i 18 bes gribeld with halts a> 5 = 
partly devoted to the dairy, Few farmers milk their own © 
cows,” but let them out to'a claſs of people, ſcarcely known 
ae — called — A herd; of a good _- 
breed, | . 
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certain portion of land is devoted to their ſummer keeping, 
and a ſufficient quantity of hay is provided by the farmer for 
their winter ſuſtenance. 

This practice of letting dairies muſt have a either 
eee, the part of the farmer's houſhold, 
and ought, in my opinion, to be checked by the landlord, 
When the female part of a farmer's family is unemployed, 
(and, without a dairy, that muſt be the caſe throughout great 
part of the year) diſſipation, folly, and extravagance, take 
the lead, and domeſtick care and induſtry are entirely for- 
- gotten, Gentlemen of fortune ſhould therefore ſet their 
faces againſt the practice, and reſolve never to let an eſtate ' 
to a farmer whoſe family was too proud, or too indolent, to 
mne the . of the different eee 


T5108 "LEASES. | 
The rack rent 1505 are generally ſor ſeven * Ca 
the covenants confine the quantity of land in actual tillage, 
the number of crops, the mode of ſeeding, to ſpend the pro- 
duce on the premiſes, to ſell no hay, not to plough the mea- 
dow or paſture land, not to relet vithout —_— and for 
want of aſſets to re-enter. 
: .. eee amp egrartl 
| chan to an improved agriculture than /ort leaſes; and it 
were to be wiſhed, that all lords of manors, poſſeſſing eſtates 
leaſed out on lives, would continue to grant renewals ; and 
by ſo doing, I verily think, they would promote 
intereſt; for though it muſt be acknowledged, that the leaſing 
out a property upon three lives, at the uſual price of fourteen 
or fifteen years purchaſe, is unfavourable to the intereſt of 
the grantor, yet I think, that when an eſtate has been ſo 


wann gen nme hip. d to renew, than to run 
1 F; aye 
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againſt the lives; for if compound intereſt of money be ſet 
againſt the reverſionary income, the latter is ſoon ſwallowed 
up. Great advantages would alſo reſult to ſociety from the 

general adoption of ſuch a meaſure; for it is well known, 
that eſtates falling into hand, are greatly reduced in value, 
let the reſtrictions in the leaſe be ever fo judicious, In con- 
firmation of this idea, do we not ſee that lands held under 
the church, under corporations, and under charity endow-+ 
ments, &c. where renewal is certain, are nearly in as good a 
ſtate as freehold property, and eaſily to be diſtinguiſhed from 
lands held under private lords, where ſuch renewal is fre- 
_ quently withheld. Various are the opinions reſpecting the 

comparative advantage attending the purchaſe of freehold and 
| leaſchold property. In favour of the former, the natural, 
and indeed laudable pride of man ſteps in, and-decidedly 
determines. ' Moſt men wiſh to poſſeſs property independent 
of all controul; and the ſuits and ſervices exacted under 
many leaſes, are a relict of feudal tyranny, highly diſguſting 
to men fond of freedom and independence; but let us have 
recourſe to figures, and we ſhall find that two men ſtarting. 
together with one thouſand four hundred pounds each, and pur- 
_ chaſing, the one a freehold eſtate, of fifty-ſix pounds per 
annum, at twenty-five years purchaſe, and the other a leaſe- 
hold for three lives, of one hundred pounds per annum, at 
fourtecn years purchaſe, would be in very different ſitua | 
tions at the end of twenty-one years. Calculating the in- 
tereſt of each at five per cent, and allowing three renewals, 
at two years purchaſe, (clear income) the leaſeholders eſtate, 
of one hundred pounds per annum, (nett) would, at the 
expiration of twenty-one. years, coſt him 1205]. 18s. and 

the freeholders eſtate, of fifty-ſix pounds per annum, (nett) 
would, at the expiration of the ſame term, coſt him 1906. 
13. as the OY —— will confirng, / 
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allowing five per cent. compound intereſt, ſtands him at the 
end of twenty-one years in £1900 1 
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Leaſcholder's purchaſe of one hundred pounds per annum, 
(nett) allowing five per cent. compound intereſt, ſtands him 
at the end of twenty-one years (admitting three renewals at 
two 2855 purehaſe nett income) i in the ſum of £1205 18 
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: Fit purchaſe 


* 


314, 
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— eee 8URVEY 
Frecholder's loſs ent dr ies — 50 10 
Leaſcholder's profit at ditto _ —— 194 20 


Difference —— . 3 0 

N. B. 4 dedudtion ſhould be Wade din i Leaſeholder 8 

profit, for lord's rent and heriots, and ſomething from free- 

' holder's loſs, for increafing value of timber; but theſe will 
not be ſufficient to invalidate the general concluſions. 

The great cauſe why leaſcholds are held in low eſtimation 
by the commonality, ariſes from the improvidence of the 
general holders, who for the moſt part expend the whole 
income of their eftates, without laying by a fund for the 

purpoſe of renewal; hence it follows, that their eſtates fall 
into hand, and the owners are reduced from a ſtate of com- 
parative affluence to beggary; at which event, the general 
exclamation is, I ho would have leaſehold property ? 
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- FLAX. F 


I hd rich fertile country, extending Gain «ia 
through Yeovil, to Crewkerne, flax and hemp are culti 
vated in great abundance, the value of which is in rer | 
| mene with which it is cultivated. - : 
A crop of flax greatly depends both on the management 
4 land e to en and on ee 
the ſeed. | 
Ws An ſhould be ſown on „ 
up ground, ploughed once, and the ſurface hacked. It 
ſhould be harrowed once before ſowing, and twice after. 
Seed imported from Riga, and ſold at about fourteen ſhil- 
lings the buſhel, is to be preferred; and the produce for two 
or three years may, without change, be ſown again; April 
and the beginning of May are the months for FOO 
the quantity two buſhels and a half per acre, | | 
The great damage done to flax in its growth is inde 
and if thoſe people you employ to weed it be not careful, 


they may do more harm with. their feet, than their hands 
can do good. At any rate, the weeds muſt not be ſuffered 


eee ee 
in its growth, and get to no height, 

When the plant is arrived at its 8 ans is in Fall 
bloſſom; uhich in common ſeaſons will be about the be- 
pe July, it is fit to be pulled, if the grower has a2 
—— 
3 1 TON | 
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However, it is a common practice to injure the whole crop 


for the ſake of the feed; and to let it remain till the ſeed 
begins to ripen, ſo as to have both flax and ſeed. In this 


caſe, the land ſuffers greatly; for flax ſeeded is a great im- 


poveriſher, but if pulled whilſt in bloſſom, is an excellent 
preparative for turnips, which ſhould always follow a flax 
crop inſtead of wheat. The great reaſon why the Iriſh, and 


indeed moſt foreign flax is finer than the Engliſh, is, becauſe 


they pull it early, and ſow particular ſpots purpoſely for ſeed; 


and, perhaps, it would be politick in government to grant a 


bounty on all foreign flax ſeed ſown in this kingdom, fo as 
to reduce the price of foreign ſeed nearly to a level with our 


on; by this, the growth of flax (and with it the linen 
trade) would be encouraged, which has of late ſuffered con- 


ſiderable diminution by the reſtrictions to its cultivation im- 
poſed by land-owners, under the idea of great injury done 


to the land by the culture of this plant,. 


After the flax is pulled, there are two methods of witking 
Its the firſt is called rating of it, that is, ſteeping it in water 
in order to looſen the rind, and ſeparate it from the ſtalk; 
and the other is called dew-ripening, which is the ſpreading 


| it on graſs land, and by rain and dew producing the ſame 


effect, The early flax is moſtly watered, which is done by | 
laying the bundles in a pond or reſervoir of ſoft water, and 

keeping them down by ſtones, or any other heavy bodies, 
In the courſe of icVen or eight days the rind will be ſuffi- 

ciently looſened, and they muſt be taken out of the water, 
ſpread abroad, and dried. In this part of the operation, 
great {kill and attention are neceſſary; for if it be left in the 
Water too long, the threads become rotten and uſeleſs to the 


manufacturer; it is, therefore, more adviſable to take it out 


foo ſeon, than to leave it too long in the pits, Thoſe who 
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tion called 4 ripling; this is, ſeparating the ſeed from PO ſtalk, 


- by paſſing the flax through a kind of comb before it is wa- FP 
tered. Theſe combs are made of iron, and the teeth are fo 


cloſe that the heads cannot paſs troughs. af, AY 
quently pulled off. ; 


It is obſervable, that the land on which aptad dag lh 5 


to prepare it for houſing, is greatly improved thereby; and 
il it be ſpread on a coarſe ſour paſture, the herbage will be 


totally changed, and the beſt ſorts of graſſes will make their 


appearance. Having myſelf cultivated flax on a large ſcale, 
and obſerving the almoſt inſtantaneous effect produced by 
the water in which the flax was immerſed, I was induced 


ſome years ago to apply it to ſome paſture land, by means 


of watering carts, ſimilar to thoſe uſed near London in wa- 


tering the roads. The effect was aſtoniſhing, and advanere 5 


the land in value ten ſhillings per acre. This liquid is 


ſuperior to animal urine. The practice I therefore firongly _ 


recommend to the cultivators of flax; ; poſlibly it may not 

be a new idea, but I believe it is ſeldom ſo applied. | 
The ſecond method, namely, dew ripening, may 1 car · 

ried on immediately after the flax is pulled, or it may be 


dried and mowed; and in the months of February or Maron 


the ſeed may be ſtamped from the 8 and the latter 1 
on the graſs land to ripen. 
The principal manures wade us of bo the 8 of 
flax are, the ſheepfold, woollen rags, horn ſhavings, and 
lime; and it is no unuſual thing for the farmer to find 
ground, manure, ploughing, and all team work; and the 
labourer to find ſeed, and all manual labour, dividing at the 


- concluſion the produce, in a way Gmilar to that before ſtated 


in the teazel account. The . 
ne e OY bean e 


A 5 # 2 ; 
4 3 
* 
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| $55 dozen of 


flax, at 7s. 14 o 


By bounty 4d. 


per ſtone O 10 4 
alouing „„ 
bor expences) 


{ 14 10 4 
To this profit may be added the fucceeding turnip crop, 
and the improvement of the land by the manure; without 
theſe, it cannot be conſidered as very lucrative, for it is pre- 
Foun: and if a ORE ang foganty 
dee 7 
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happens that the flax does not get to any height, and is 5 
ſcarcely worth pulling. Some people may think the ex- 
pences over rated; but if they conſider that the calculation. 
is made under the idea of an acre fatute meaſure, and alſo 
- that it includes beer, tools, and many other trifling articles 
of expence, they will be diſpoſed to acknowledge it ta be 
correct —at leaſt, I can fay, wank, it is win: en 11 wh! 
a ring an its truth. | | 


| HEMP, mol 


Tun ade e Het and Flax agrees bah e 
but in their nature and form they are widely different. In 
flax, the male and female embrio are lodged in the ſame 


EM 


flower; but in hemp the male is found on ſome plants, and 


the female on others; they are, therefore, called male and 
female hemp; that which has only flowers is the male, and 
that which has ſeeds is the female hemp. The male is ripe 
five or fix weeks before the NR and ww 1585 =o from 
the ſame ſeed, 

Hemp likes a deep, rich, ary, ſandy hi and Shel A 
cold wet clay; a piece of woodland, grubbed up, generally 
_ anſwers well, It requires freſh land, good tillage, but ſeldom 
dung: even land exhauſted with other crops, if well tilled, 
will produce good hemp, and if 8 W will an SEE 
the land as clean as a garden. . | 

The quantity of ſeed per ee e 1 4 | 
time of ſowing April or May; great care muſt be taken to 
keep off the birds, for they are very fond of the ſeed, and 


their time of feeding is principally before ſun-riſe, and | 


within half an hour of ſun-ſet. Compleat weeding is as 
neceſſary for hemp as for flax. | 
r eee an male hemp will | be 


f | 
| f 
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n the female hemp left ſtanding, 1 muſt 

be gathered into ſmall bundles, and nothing more is neceſ- 
fary than to dry it in a proper manner, ſo as to make it fit 
for working, 

In ee ee hemp, particular regard is to be 5 
had to the ſeed; care, therefore, muſt be taken in drying it. 
After it is tied up in bundles about the ſize of a yard round, 
it ſhould be ſet up in the ſun for three or four days; but if 
the weather be difficult, it may be ſtacked in ſmall mows of 
about a waggon-load each, where it may remain till it is 
thoroughly dry, and fit to be houſed ; a little wet does not 

' injure the „all, but it greatly damages the ſeed, An acre 
of land will produce from twenty to thirty buſhels of ſeed ; 
and the ſtalk of the female hemp is more valuable than the 
ſtalk of the male. The watering, braking, and dreſſing of 
hemp, is ſo nearly like thoſe operations on flax, that I ſhall 
not detain my reader any longer on this article, and ſhall 

only add, that in many caſes the crop is more n 
than that of flax. | 


' TURNIPS, 


In is ated ins; ai turnips are alſo 3 A 
large ſcale. They are univerſally ſown broadcaſt, once hoed, 
and for the moſt part fed on the ld as a preparation for | 

barley. | TI. 

Wheat, ee tant: 
ture; but there eee the mode Rants commend 
ol notice. | 9 | | 

Clover is the graſs generally Seo wil there of 15 
huſbandry, iſt. Wheat; 2d. Turnips; 3d. Barley; —Ath. 
Clover, Vetches, Flax, 10 Pals or r Beans eh mn 
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„ „ thoſe of 15 


the ſmall, owing to their ſowing more turnips and vetches, 
and conſequently keeping a larger folding ſtock. Some of 
the arable land, being in common field, is in the following 
courſe, 1ſt. Wheat; — d. Barley;—3d. Clover, Vetches, Po- 
tatoes, &c. and then Wheat again. Theſe crops are com- 
paratively ſmall; wheat is found to ſucceed better after flax 
or hemp, ( Area "y be not Kaine than after potatoes or 
beans, | 
Fallowing is not oraftiſed; the prevailing opinion is, that 

corn crops, equally good, may be obtained after turnips, 
clover, potatoes, peaſe, vetches, beans, hemp, flax, &c. (if 
well manured and kept clean) with thoſe after a compleat 
| * fallow. * Theſe are enlightened farmers!” 

Let any man viſit this country, view their crops, and the 
ande g the land, and many arguments will not be ne- 
ceſſary to make him an un at _ on ſoils like 
theſe, i. 

7 be carry all thei Jo 0 
land, (excellent!) and ſupport their arable by folding, lime, 
horn-ſhavings, rags, &c.; but the ſmall farmers act directiy 
the reverſe. The large farmers all plough with oxen; the 
ſmall farmers with horſes. A. renter of ſixty pounds per 
year muſt keep three horſes, for he cannot plough ith lelss 
and one of five hundred pounds per year will not keep more 
than eight; here is a comparative ſaving of twenty horles, 
and juſtifies my former predilection for large corn farms, 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
GRASS. 


"HE Natural Meadows and Paſtures of this diviſion 
are kept in high condition; and their Artificial Armed 
way v vie Aa Wy | in var: aps pon | 


CHAPTER IX, 


' GARDENS AND ORCHARDS. 


EFORE I take my leave of this rich diſtrict, be 
not be amiſs to ſay ſomething of their orchards, to the 
addin of which' the land is peculiarly adapted. Permit 
me, therefore; to ſtate, by way of encouragement to planting, 
that there is ſcarcely an orchard that will not let for four or 
_ five pounds per acre; and if the trees are planted at proper 
diſtances, viz. ſixty feet every way, the paſture ſuffers but 
trrle-injury;z the ſtrength of the ſoil enables the trees to 
throw forth a multitude of roots fideways, near the ſurface; 
wn therefore, of the utmoſt importance that they ſhould 
be placed at proper diſtances, In confirmation of this idea, 
a'tree thus placed in an orchard belonging to Mr. BaTn, 
of Mark, has frequently produced four hogſheads of cyder; 
and the tenant told me, that he would give for it one guinea 
per year for a term of twenty-one years. The tree is not 
more than forty years old. Moſt orchards are planted 4 
cliſe. The deſire of having a great deal of fruit upon a 
little ground, is the cauſe of ſo doing; but the method de- 
| feats the purpoſe, When an orchard is firſt planted, ſixty 


P ; ; + 
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iſtanc i and I have known.many; 45 


| feet appear an immenſe 
who, acknowledging the advantage of diſtance, feel loth to 
admit ſo great a vacancy, and have planted at thirty feet, 
with a full reſolution of rooting up every other tree at fifteen 


or twenty years old; but alas! this is ſcarcely practicable i | 
after a tree is brought to full bearing; an inſurmountable 


reluctance to eradicate it occurs, which argumer 
powerful, cannot overcome; and after all, many W 
farmers are of opinion, that deen Pane at great dif- 
tances ſeldom bear well. nk 


The ſorts of apple in beſt 8 Royal Wilding, 


White- Styre, Court of Week Pippin, Pounſet or Cadbury, 
 Flood-Hatch, Black Pit Crab, Buckland, Mediate or South- 


ham, Royal-Jerſey, Woodcock, Red-Hedge Pip, Old- Jerſey, 


and 'Redſtreak.* They are grafted on ,, crab ſtocks in the 
munen, with any groſs growing fruit. 8 

As ſoon as the ground for the . is as plant 

your trees, and be particularly careful not to plant them 


deep in the ground. After about four years, lop their heads 
and graft them with the fruit you moſt eſteem, taking care 


to adapt your grafts to the ſtock. In other words, let your 


grafts, and the trees on whoſe heads you graft, be as ſimilar 
in reſpect to en eee as you can; on wen | 


Wenn, 


Jem found, that a ende Arme e will never 
ſucceed ona flow-growing ſtock, and ſo vice verſa. It may ' 
alſo be obſerved, that ſome excellent forts of fruit are na- 
turally ſo flow-of growth, that a man, inſtead of planting - 


for himſelf, plants for his grandchildren; and if you endea- 


vour to force them mene iro often dere e with 


5 | * A =_ * ole: ireaked with red on the ſun-ſide, be its 
name what it may, is een r {Foe A. C. 


4 


luxuriant 


—— 0 
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Tas bogs codutig; A 
young from the nabbing and rubbing of cattle, and more 
county are not very attentive, nor is there any thing worth 
notice in their management of the ee eee ge 
. ee eg e gb eg aogſhead. 


? | CYDER-MAKING PROCESS. TEL 
5 The fruit being properly matured, every neceſſary utenſil 
ought to be ſet in order for cyder-makmg; the mill, preſs, 
tubs, caſks, and pails, clean "Wathed, back On e 
before they are uſed. _ 
Several methods are peace for converting. apples to 
pommage; but the two moſt chiefly in uſe are, the bruiſing 
| ſtone with a circular trough, and the apple-mill. The beſt 
internal conſtruction of a mill ſeems to be that which has 
two pair of rollers, the upper pair being ſtuck with coggs and 
gags; and the under pair being of very hard wood, turned 
ſmooth, and worked with coggs only. The upper rollers 
grinding the apples to a coarſe pommage, and the we 
ones ſqueezing it to a very fine pulp. _ 
The apples being, by either of the . ne 
properly bruiſed, the pommage is carried to the preſs, and 
aà a ſquare cheeſe made thereof, by placing very clean ſweet 
ſtraw or reed between the various layers of pommage, or 
elſe by putting the ſame into hair-cloths and placing them 
one On another." A rores homes, Furey. a 


» It is of importance, dats bt ah tte 
free from any fuſtineſs, leſt the cyder be impregnated therewith.—- 
Particular care ought alſo to be taken to keep hair-cloths ſweet, by 
frequent waſhing and ccc 
e 19 the e | 


[ER 
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flight 1 is at firſt given, which is gradually increaſed, 
until all the juice or mu/? be expreſſed; A WE FOE 5 
e eee een ee, n e 

far eyder- making is a mere manual operation, per- 
FRE with very little ſkill in the operator; but here the 


great art of making good cyder commences. Nature ſoo mt 


begins to work a wonderful change in this turbid liquor; 
and by fermentation converts it into a wholſome, vinous, 
mne e ee, 

grape itſelf, = 
| Ir is well known, that thats are vitfos Wigan Tmen- 
tation in theſe juices, each of which changes the very qua- 

lity and nature of this fluid; but the principal, which are 
to be particularly attended to in the inſtance now under 
conſideration, are three; namely, the vinous, the acetous, and 
the putrefactive. The firſt converts the mu from its er 
e- d- ſpiritous liquor. 

If the juice be expreſſed from ſour apples, this fermenta- 
tion is perfected in two or three days; but af! 1 | 
te HOU nur wu oO d + 1754 h 

"The next ſtage of fermentation 8 an acidity to the 

vinous liquor before ſpoken of, converting it to vinegar, 
This fermentation begins ſoon (frequently in few 5 
„ and, if the fermentation be im- 
properly haſtened by heat, before the vinous is perfected. 
The third (and all ſucceeding fermentations) diſengages an 
alkali Nos” e Raw; rr 
faction. c 
To regulate the firſt, and to check the others, is then the | 
great buſineſs of that cyder-maker who would attach to 
himſelf the ſatisfaction and fame every one is emulous of. 


| e eng en e how e 


It 
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It is well known, that fermentation ſhould. not by too 
much heat be carried on rapidly, nor by extreme cold too 
ſlowly; as in each caſe the fermenting body will be injured. 

Hence it appears, that a certain degree of warmth, or 
rather imperceptible heat, conduces beſt to regulate this 

operation. This degree of warmth may be underſtood to 
reſt between thirty-eight and forty-ſix degrees of Farenheit's 
thermometer. If then the warmth of the. cellar in which 
new-made. cyder is placed be between theſe points, we may 
expect (no adventitious cauſe interrupting) that the vinous 
fermentation will commence and go on with due regularity. 
It has been obſeryed above, that fermentation is an in - 
| teſtine motion. of the parts of a fermentable body; this-mo- 
tion, in the preſent caſe, is always accompanied with a ſimall 
hiſſing noiſe and evident ebullition; the bubbles riſing to 
the ſurface, and there forming a ſcum or ſoft ſpongy cruſt 
over the whole liquor. This cruſt is frequently raiſed and 
broken by the air as it diſengages itſelf from the liquor, and 

forces its way through it. Theſe effects continue while 
the fermentation is briſk, and at laſt gradually/ceaſe. The 
liquor now appears clear to the eye, and hes gent 
vinous ſharpneſs upon the tongue. +> 
Now is the critical moment which the cyder- maker . 
not Wie abt of; for if he would have a ſtrong and ge- 
nerous liquor, all further ſenſible fermentation muſt be ſtopt. 
This is beſt done by racking off the pure part into open 
veſſels, and placing them in a more cool ſituation for a day 
or two: after which, it may again be barrelled and. 1 5 
in ſome cool place for the winter. 

It is poſſible, however, that a variety of avocations at the 
ſeaſon of .cyder-making may take. off too much of the far- 
mer's attention from this branch of cxconomics, and give 
opportunity to the acetous fermentation to come on, ere he 


S 
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is aware of it. What remedy (it may be aſked). 155 he to 
prevent the ill effects thereof running to full extent Se- 
veral have been tried; ſometimes with a e of f icceſs, 
at other times wholly un available. „ 5d 

The moſt popular ones are the following . 
French brandy, half a gallon of ſpirit extracted from the lees 
of cyder, or a pailful of old cyder poured into the caſk, ſoon 
after the acetous fermentation is begun; but no wonder if 
all theſe ſhould fail if the eyder be till continued in a cloſe 
warm cellar, | Lo give effect to either, it is neceſſary that 
the liquor be as much expoſed to a colder atmoſphere as 
_ conveniently may be, and that for a conſiderable length of 
time. By ſuch means, it is poſſible to repreſs the ſecond. 
fermentation in a great meaſure; and if a caſk of good eyder 
cannot from thence be obtained, a tolerable. one may. 
Theſe remedies are innocent; but if the farmer or cyder- 
merchant attempt to cover the accident occaſioned by neg- 
ligence or inattention, by applying any preparation of lead, let 
him reflect that he is about to commit an abſalute and ungua- 
lified murder on thoſe hes ah it _ be to drink his Wa 
draug bt. 


» Should, ns any. one be wicked n thes to eee a 
caſk of cyder, his villainy may be detected in the following manner: 
| Make a decoction of orpiment in lime water, drop a ſmall quantity 
hereof into a glaſs of ſuſpected cyder, and if it has been impregnated 
with any preparation of lead, its colour will ſoon change to a brown, _ 
dirty red, or black; but if it be genuine, its colour will remain nearly 
the ſame. Some liquid liver of ſulphur will have a ſimilar effect. 
Biſhop Warson directs us to boil together, in a pint of water, an 
ounce of quick lime and half an ounce of flowers of brimſtone; a few 
| drops of this liquor being let fall into a. glaſs of cyder containing lead, 
will change the whole into a colour more or leſs brown, Tae, 
vol. iii. 3 

In the 4th and 5th vol. of the Bath Society en 
valuable papers on the pernicious effects of lead veſlels in dairies, 
which deſerve publick notice and attention. 
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fuming a caſk with burning ſulphur; and is thus performed: 
take a ſtrip of canvas cloth about twelve inches long and two 
broad, let it be dipped in melted brimſtone. When this 
match is dry, let it be lighted and ſuſpended from the bung 
of a caſł ( in which there are a few gallons of cyder) until 
it is burnt out: the caſł muſt remain ſtopped: for an hour 
or more, and then be rolled to and fro, to incorporate the 
fumes of the match with the cyder, after which it may be 
filled. If the ſtumming be deſigned only to ſuppreſs ſome 
light improper fermentation, the brimſtone match is ſuffi- 
cient; but if it be required to give any additional flavour 
to the cyder, ſome powdered ginger, cloves, or cinnamon, 
Ke. may be ſtrewed on the match when it is made: the 
burning theſe ingredients with the ſulphur will convey 
ſomewhat of their fragrance to the whole caſk of cyder; 
but to do it to the beſt advantage, it muſt be performed be- 
fore the vinous fermentation be fully perfeted, 

To perfect a veſſel of 'cyder, after the foregoing ſteps 
have been taken, it will be found neceſſary now and then to 
ſupply the waſte occaſioned by evaporation and inſenſible 
fermentation with freſh cyder; and about the beginning of 
April following to give it a final racking. At this time a 
commixture of cyder made from the Jerſey or any other 

luſcious and ſweet apple, with that of the ſour apples, may 
be recommended, to give it a general regular colouring, 
Should, however, a higher colour be required than what 
reſults from ſuch commixture, a ſmall quantity of burnt or 
melted ſugar, prepared in the following manner, will pro- 
duce the deſired effect: Take a pound of ſugar, and put it 
into a ſtew-pan with a little water, and place it over a clear 
fire, ſtirring it frequently till it turns black; take it off the 
ire, and as cools apply ſome cyder thereto, by little and 

| le 5 little, 
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lrtle, and continue ftirring it till it be thoroughly mixed. 
This colouring tinges to perfection, is very cheap, gives no 
luſcious ſweetneſs, but rather an agreeable weren and 
thus recommends itſelf to the nicer palates. 

Soon after this, in the ſame month, the cyder 3 bs | 
bottled ; and by the month of June the owner may ex- 
pe to find himſelf poſſeſſed of f rich, n and e 
ſome liquor. 

95 I there. be = general deres s of good Gut bl 
« jt ſeems to be this: that the apple be of a yellow or light 
©& red ground, tinged with red ſtreaks on the ſun fide, of a 
« ſmart acid flavour, with firm but juicy parenchyma ;—if 
« it poſſeſs theſe criteria, be it called by what ms ſoever 
An wonder it will, e e 110 on 
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eee CHAPTER It 41 
N WOODS, and PLANTATIONS. 


"HE, — 6 are, + badly UF _ Ns N 
neral ſhamefully negated} particularly a very prolit · 
able part of it, viz. the elm and the willow, both of Which 
thrive in this ſoil, and the latter is much wanted vor the 
purpoſes both of the thatcher and fiſherman. | 
There is, in the eaſtern part, an extenſive chain of 3 | 
from the pariſh of Eaſt-Cranmore through Downhead, Clo- 
ford, Whatley, Elm, &c. ſeveral miles in length, beſides 
other woods of conſiderable importance. On the borders 
of Wiltſhire is a large foreſt, which extends from Pen- 
gelwood to within three miles of Frome. 
This foreſt was diſafforeſted about the ſeventh of Charles 
I. and divided into three portions, one whereof was allotted 
to the lords of manors, another to the commoners, and 
a third to the crown. The latter was ſold off to the ad- 
joining landholders. Sir Richard Hoare, bart. Thomas 
Southcote,#ſq; the Duke of Somerſet, William Beckford, 
eſq; the Earl of Corke, and the Marquis of Bath, are the 
owners of the greater part of the woods now remaining, 
No great quantity of woodland, in this tract of country, 
has been grubbed within the laſt forty years, but much new 
ground has been planted during that period, particularly on 
the hills belonging to the Marquis of Bath, Mr. Beckford, 
and Sir Richard Hoare, very much to the profit of the 
owners, as well as to the ornament and convenience of the 
country. _ 
Theſe woodlands are. . in general, in a RE wo of coppice 
wood, with an intermixture of timber, chiefly oak; but the 
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foil, particularly in the vallies, being in general of a ſtrong 
yellow clay, is of ſo cold and retentive a nature, that vege- 
tation is exceedingly flow; and the oak trees, though ſpring- 
ing up ſpontaneouſly, in great abundance, are ſo apt to get 
moſſy and dead topped, that few of them come to a large 
ſize; and yet, on aceount of its vicinity to good inland mar- 
kets, which are never overſtocked with under wood or tim- 
ber, the profit from woodland, under any tolerable degree of 
management, may be fairly taken at nearly double the value 
of the adjoining land in an arable or paſture ſtate; and the 
profit ariſing from the new-planted hills, particularly the . 
ſandy parts of them, has been, in many inſtances, near ten 
oy cent. on the original expence of planting and fencing. 
| Surely no greater inducement can be held out to the 


owners to preſerve the old woods, or to plant new ones, in 


ſoils and ſituations ſo favourable to their growth, and in a 
country that would fuffer very a for _ t.of you 
i deprived of this reſource, _ ; 344 FIST}, e fig 
But as the profit ariſing from theſe webs depen very 
Wo: on the mode of management, it will not-be*thought 
improper to give a few general rules, taken from the appear- 
ance of ſuch of thoſe woods as are - well "managed,; to the 


owners'of thoſe woods that have a very different appearance, 


and: that/appearance not occaſioned by w_ TR n 
vantages. of ſoil or ſituation.” © © | 
Ihe natural deſect of : theſe woods, nen tht part 
of them which abounds with oak timber, has already been 
ſtated to be the ſlowneſs wr een N aw 
from three cauſes: | ti Ai 
1. The native coldneſs of the foil; 1:24 4998 e 
aaly. The expoſure of a gra part of the woods oth | 
ſouth-weſt wind. And, en 
* The 1 injury the c receive from an, Pl 
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In proportion as theſe defects have been F by art, 
7 "lpia may be. ſaid to be well or ill managed. Drain- 
ing the cold wet parts of them is the obvious remedy of the 
firſt-mentioned defect. Screening them from winds, by 
ſkirting with Scotch fir and other hardy plants, and keeping 
them moderately thick of timber, are the beſt remedies for 
the ſecond. But both theſe remedies will be uſeleſs, unleſs 
a ſtrict attention be paid to the fences, ſo as to keep the 
woods from being cropped by cattle, This is particularly 
hurtful to flow growing timber, and by it theſe woods 
(though in very few inſtances ſut ect to common rights) 
are very materially injured, _ 
Wherever, as is the caſe in 1 i eatot the woods, 
dak timber is the natural produce of the ſoil, it ſhould, by 
all means, be encouraged ; and as its growth to a certain pe- 
riod is uſually very rapid, and afterwards altogether as ſlow, 
it hould be cut when that period of ſtagnation commences, 
and a freſh ſet let up to ſupply the deficiency. _ | 
There are many inſtances in theſe woods, where, 1 
the under wood cannot by the beſt management be made 
worth more than eight pounds per acre at ſixteen years 
growth, yet at leaſt twelve ſimall oaks, worth twenty ſhillings 
a ⸗ piece, may be cut regularly at every round of the wood, 
ſrom every acre, and that without injury to the under wood. 
No ſyſtem will pay equal to this; the under Wood, inſtead 
of ſuffering from the multiplicity of trees, will abſolutely be 
better than without any. Ihe ſhelter afforded'by theſe trees 
making amends for the damage done by the dropping from 
them; eſpecially as aſh underwood, on which the value of 
coppice wood greatly depends in this country, (and which 
in general thrive well in theſe cold foils. 0 © 


aw, 
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The underwood that thrives beſt in them is oak, willow, 
alder, and above all birch, Theſe kinds of wood will, if 
proper attention be paid to them, be fit to cut at ſixteen years 
growth; if cut  oftener, the wood will rhe. be large enough 
for the purpoſes of the country; and if ſuffered to ſtand 
much longer, the timber is apt to receive a check from the 
cold winds, when deprived of the ſhelter of the under wood. 
The coal-pits near Mendip furniſh a never-failing market 
for the poles of this underwood, and the demand for the 
domeſtick uſes of the country is fully ſafficient for the refi- 
due; and as not only this end of the county of Somerſet, 
but alſo the adjoining part of Wiltſhire,” depend on theſe 
woods for oak timber, the mona 
equal to the ſupp . | 
From the produce of thai words hired ben 
burat for the uſe of the manufacturers. Ihe wood is then 

eleaved and heaped into what enen the 

thats; rs LH OY 
FU .. feet 4 108 TO e be N 
4 do, 4% highs 

"The price of dewis and 3 18. les a 
d. per cord, The expences of burning one hundred cord 
of wood, the wales of which ſort Fool is fix n ee |; 

may be thus eſtimated; 


6 0 6 1, fs A, MG} 
Burning 263 1 6 11 
Halling ditto, at 6d, per fack - — 6 11. 
WF er 
Wear and tear of facks | . = 


0 0 1 0.0 © © © K — 


One hundred cord of wood h 30 0 
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is PRODUCE, 71 


eb ſirty· three ſacks, of nine buſhels _ = 
each, at 48. 101d. per ſack — — 64 2 n 
From which deduct — — — 47 10 © 


— — 


Balance in favour of charcoal | in compariſon with 
hs! to the hacia woods, SN thoſe on the 
| gh parts of Rodenbury-hill, Witham-park, and Kingſettle- 
hill, although all kinds of wood grow well upon them, (and 
eſpecially upon the ſandy parts of them) provided they are 
planted in maſſes ſufficiently large to ſhelter themſelves from 
the winds, yet nothing appears to grow ſo well as fir, and 
particularly Scott fr. An occaſional mixture of ſilver fir, 
ſpruce fir, and larch, on ſome of the beſt and moſt ſheltered 
ſpots, and a general thin mixture of beech and other foreſt 
trees, add certainly very much to the variety and beauty of 
the plantations in which they have been introduced; but in 
point of profit the Scots fir ſtands unequalled, for rapidity | 
of growth, for ſuperiority in value when grown, and above 
1 for its ability to bear the cold expoſure of the country. 
There are inſtanees on theſe hills, on land not worth, in 
= alte of paſturage; three ſhillings per acre, that plantations 
of Scots firs, of thirty years old, are now worth eighty 
pounds per acre,* and the demand for this kind of wood in- 
creaſes as faſt as its uſes, becauſe more and more known. 
A great encouragement ſurely to cover the reſidue of the 
land, of this deſcription, with plantations; eſpecially when | 


This is proved-by ſtating, that at eight feet and a half diſtance, 
fix hundred and forty trees ſtand on an acre; and that they are worth, 
at a low at na two ſhillings and e * a 

— | it 


\ : * 
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It is cotifiered/thar this kind: of application oC thioenbichs 
only contributes ſo wonderfully to the improvement of the 
eſtate on which it is made, and to the employment of the 
poor of the neighbourhood, but that it alſo adds ſo much to 
the beauty, the P p and the convenience 5 the in; 
for many miles round. 

The coldneſs and id of the ſoil of this part of the 
country, and particularly of thoſe parts. that were once in 
wood-land, tend much to depreciate its vided! in cultivation, 
enen ene . 

In an arable ſtate it produces few forts of grain kindly. It 
will not at all do for barley; it is in general too poor and 
ſtubborn for beans, and only a very favourable ſeaſon can in- 
ſure a good crop of oats; wheat is its favourite crop, and 
this is ſometimes late in ripening, and is frequently pur- 
- chaſed at the loſs of two or three years rent, and of more 
dung than the paſture part of the country can afford to loſe» 
And the peculiar inaptitude of this ſoil to return to graſs, 
| after it has been once ploughed, (and more eſpecially, as is 
oo often the caſe where it has been burn - beaked) is an in- 
ſuperable objection to its being uſed in any kind of conver · 
tible huſbandry. In a ſtate of graſs land, the lateneſs of the 
ſpring, and conſequent length of the winter, reduce its value 
very much, even in the only mode of application. to e 
it is at all adapted, viz. ( the dairy.” | 

© The great improvement of which the cold part of this | 
country is capable, may. be expreſſed in a few. words, 
«-Shorten the winter. This is to be done principally by 
draining off the ſuperfluous water; as the ſprings of ſo many 
principal rivers, viz. the Frome, the Cale, and the Breu, riſe 
in this neighbourhood, the land muſt every where be full 
of it; and ſecondly, by treading the wet land as little as 
Funn the winter; but, on the contrary, winter hayning, 
wv | Wn 
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wherever it is practicable, and of courſe mowing early in the 
ſummer, and endeavouring as much as poſſible to amy 
feed every piece of land alternately. 

Nothing has contributed more to the i . of the 
cold wet parts of this country, than the plan which ſeems 
daily to gain ground, of building ſheds for houſing cattle in | 
the winter. This not only prevents the land from being 
poached out in wet ſeaſons, whereby the ſward is frequently 
trod out of fight, but alſo produces dung, of which the land 
is ſo much in want, and of. which it has hitherto had lo 
little; it being a well-known fact, that many pieces of land 
have been conſtantly mown every year within the memory 
of man, and that frequently not earlier than Auguſt, without 
the leaſt return of dung, or any other manure whatever, ſave 
only the aſſiſtance ſuppoſed to have been given them by the 
foddering of cattle thereon in the winter, and which, in wet 
ſeaſons, has certainly done more harm than good.* „ 


Thoſe 


* The remark, p. 77, that nature has wiſely provided a manure 
within itſelf, which in moſt ſoils may be found near at hand, and con- 
genial thereto, is applicable to theſe cold unprofitable lands. It is 
preſumed that theſe alſo may from themſelves be ſupplied with a plen- 
tiful and permanent manure, fo as to make them convertible to tillage 
or paſture. The means of eſſecting this is, by burning the clay of the 
ſame lands in ſuch manner as to teduze it to a Rate of pulverization fit 
for ſpreading on the land, which, as an indiſpenſible preliminary, muſt 
firſt be properly drained. This was practiſed many years ago by 
Mr. Paxsonxs, of Weſt-Camel, on a pretty large ſcale, and with re- 
markable improvement of a wet clayey ſoil. His method was, to carry 
all the carth and clay from his drains, (which were open ones) ditches, 
&c. to one place, where letting it remain ſome time to dry, he made a 
fire with wood on the ground, gradually adding thereto his materials 
till the whole was ſufficiently burnt; and he was ſo great an adept, that 
(as he ſaid) he knew by the ſmoke when the fire was of a proper de- 
gree of heat for pulveriſing the clay without burning it to brick. At 
TER ny ao "m he had Ie good premes: of bis ill, & 
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- Thoſe parts of this diſtrict which have a covering of red 
loam, particularly in Witham-park, and thoſe which lie on 
the deep ſand vein which runs through Kilmington and 
Yarnfield, have been much improved by chalk, from Brad · 
ley, Long-Knowl, &c. and by this aſſiſtance may be very 
profitably kept in tillage; but the want of a permanent ma- 
nure for the cold clays, which compriſe the greateſt part of 
this diſtrict, is a very great objection to the ploughing them 
at all, and a mmm Z 
a ſtate of paſturage, _ 
Wherever there is, in this cold country; an 8 
arable land to a dairy farm, and which is certainly not only 
uſeful, but abſolutely neceſſary, on account of ſtraw for 
making dung; care ſhould be taken to prevent the tenant 
from uſing any part of the. ſtall-dung on the arable land, ſo 
as to oblige him to 50 lime, rags, aſhes, and ſuch like, for 


very y large . as FE pulveriſed as the burnbake from earth and 
weeds in a garden, With this he mixed any other ſort of manure 
which he could get, and carried out all together, either on his paſture 
or arable land, to the very great improvement of both. As there is, in 
different parts of the kingdom, an immenſe quantity of this ſort of 
land, the ſubje& merits a ſerious conſideration ; and if by a kiln, or 
any other contrivance, clay could be burnt at an eaſy expence, with 
certainty and diſpatch, the improvement of theſe lands would, or might, 
be ſuch as nearly to double their preſent value, to the great increaſe of 
private property and national riches. Materials for this can never be 
wanting, as the drains, whether open, or ſtoned, parings of the ditches, 
&c. will afford a conſiderable ſupply; and if more be deſired, a ſmall 
portion of the field may well be pared; with a view to the melioration 
of the remainder. 

The preſent is ſaid to he an enlightened age. It certainly is an age 
of experiments, which, in ſome inſtances, are proſecuted with the 
greateſt ardour, though, at the ſame time, to the queſtion, cui bono q no 
ſatisfactory anſwer can be given. In this caſe the bonum is obvious 
and extenſive, and the beſt way of accompliſhing 1 it is an * highly 
deſerving the attention of the Board. R. P. 
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Every ee ſhould ao be: then to indus the 
tenant to underdrain the land, or, if the landlord has already 
made the drains, to preſerve them. He ſhould alſo: be 
obliged to mow and feed the land alternately, and induced, 
by proper cattle-ſheds, to take his cattle off the wet lands 
ſome time in November, whereby he would not only fave 
treading out his land, but alſo be enabled to get early graſs; 
he would by that means alſo be enabled to mow early in 
the ſummer; and of courſe to get a good crop of after-graſs, 
which he might preſerve till a late period in autumn, and by 
thus ſhortening the winter at both endin he may be enabled 
by art to reduce it nearly to the length it generally is, in 
more favoured ſituations, and thereby, in a ou rere 
eure the __ natural . ow the Pong „„ 
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CHAPTER XI. 


WAS TES. 


IME largeſt unincloſed (upland) common in this diftrich, 
is the foreſt of ee containing about Le wok or nine 
| hundred'acres. ; 

[The right of ſtocking on this common. belongs to the 
purithas of Ilminſter, White-Lackington, Donyat, Broad- 
way, and others; and in regard to quantity is unlimited. 
For want of proper draining, this common rots the ſheep, 
and is of very little value. If incloſed, drained, and culti- 
vated, it might be made worth from twelve to twenty-five 
ſhillings per acre. Next in ſize is White-down, near Chard. 
There are a few other ſmall unincloſed commons in differ- 


ent pariſhes; but their total amount 1 not exceed four or 


five hundred acres. 


Of the moor, or low marſhy and, there cannot be oat 
than eight thouſand acres, | 
The land in open field, is, for the ck part, in mall 
pieces of one, two, and three acres each. Were proper ex- 
changes made, and the ſame divided into pieces of ten or 
twelve acres, it would be advanced in n eight or ten 
e per acre, 


CHAPTER | 
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CHAPTER XII, 
IMPROVEMENTS. 
f Gar attention is paid to draining by all the ſheep 
farmers. The common drains are ſixteen inches 
Vide, from twenty to thirty deep, and are for the moſt part 


turf drains; and when the f is ſtrong they. are found very 
durable. 


Ts. and burning but little pale 


| CHAPTER XIII. 
"'L 1 * E 1 T O © LK. 
 OXEN. 
GRAZING MANAGEMENT. 


"HERE : are two moitiods of fatting oxen, the one called 

ſummer, the other winter fatting; the firſt is thought 
the moſt profitable, and accompanied with the leaſt riſque. 
In the firſt method, they are purchaſed in February, and 
are for the moſt part of the Devon ſort, bred either in the 
Northern part of that county, or in the lower part of So- 
merſetſhire. They are bought in good condition, and coſt 
from eight pounds to fifteen pounds each; during the in- 
terval between February and graſs time, they conſume each 
about ten hundred or twelve hundred of inferior hay, viz. 
the ſkimming of their ſummer leaze, When at graſs, they 


1 
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are allowed from one acre to one acre and a half each ox, 
and ſome add one theep to each ox. Horſes, if any, are 
kept very ſparingly, not at any rate to exceed one to twenty 
acres of grazing ground. Theſe oxen will be fat, ſome be- 
fore and ſome ſoon after Michaelmas, paying for their keep 
from three ſhillings and fix- pence to four ſhillings per week. 

Frequent bleeding, in ſmall quantities, is found to acce- 
lerate their fatting. 

The next ſtock are bought in June, July, and Auguſt, 
and are not of ſo good a ſort, being either home-bred or 
Welſh, and coſt from fix to eight pounds, Theſe follow 
the ſtock purchaſed in February, and are ſometimes ſtall- 

fed in the winter, and ſometimes fatted in the field; in ei- 
ther caſe they have the beſt hay, and good attendance, 

They are fat in April and May, and ſell from twelve 
pounds to fourteen pounds each. Hl 

A grazier occupying two hundred acres of und may fat 
yearly one hundred head of oxen, to which add two hun- 
dred and ſeventy ſheep and ten colts, conſtituting altogether 
a profit comfortable, but by no means exorbitant, 

The account may be thus ſtated: ele 
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9: GRAZING.” VV 
8 e eee e <tþ 
——. Hs an acre 400 0 © 
To tithe and taxes, fay _ —ͤ 50 0 0 
Feb. To fifty oxen, at 1 11. — $550 0 0 
Juby. To fifty oxen, at 71. e 00 
To mowing and making fifty acres of hay, 
„„ — 00 
To ſkimming and making fifty acres of ſum- 5 
mer - leaze, at 3s. — 710 0 
To wages throughout the year, beſides the OT 
farmer's labour —o  —  =—— 50 0 0 
To accidents T 20 0 0 
„ 1432 10 0 
| | To profit (intereſt of capital and accidents in- £ | 
l cluded) — — 7 10 0 
g | 22 oO O 
O. By fifty oxen, at 181. SHES 900 9 8 
May. By fifty oxen at 134.1ñ᷑: 650 0 0 
By profit on ſeventy ſheep, ſummer kept — 40 o o 
By profit on ten colts _ 600 
By profit on two hundred ſheep winter fated, 
eee ien e 
4 8 © 


Nothing can be more pleaſing and ſatisfactory, to a | lee en- 
gaged in the department of grazing, than a power of aſcertaining the 
_ ſeparate pay of each particular ox, ſheep, Pig) &c.; this may eaſily be 
accompliſhed by means of a weighing engine. For the weight of the 
ox, &c. when bought, being thereby exactly determined, the animal 
ſhould be then numbered in the horn, a book correſpondent to ſuch 
number being opened, in which the weight ſhould be then inſerted, 
and a column opened for the purpoſe of inſerting remarks made during 
the progreſs of the animal's fatting. 
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The oxen, when fat, are driven to the London, the Sa- 
libory, and the Briſtol markets, at the (voy en, 
nnen 0 
London, 128. per bead 

| "Sarum, 3. ditto | 
Briſtol, 36. % i ct | 

They are nine days travelling to London, a eee of 
one hundred and thirty miles. It is difficult to ſay which: 
may be conſidered as the beſt market; but the general opi- 
nion ſeems to be, that the London market. is calculated 
for thoſe only who attend it regularly every week, the price 
of beef per ſtone greatly varying men to the n or 
ſcarcity in the market. | 

Some farmers graze heifers in e to ava Ts 5 
them i in about the months of March and April, and ſelling 
them in October and November. The profit amounts to 
forty ſhillings or fifty ſhillings each for their ſummer food; 
and the land is ſtocked after the rate of one heise 10-cacki 
acre, together with a conſiderable number of ſheep both in 
ſummer and winter; and it is thought by many, that this 
method of occupation is more profitable than the former. 

Others fat two- years old wedders of the Dorſetſhire and 
Somerſetſhire breed. The Dorſet ſort are purchaſed about 
Michaelmas, at Sherborne and Stolford fairs, price from 
twenty ſhillings to thirty ſhillings. No hay is given in the 
winter, unleſs the weather be uncommonly ſevere, or the 
ground covered with ſnow. They are ſold fat between 
February and May, and weigh from twenty to thirty pounds 
per quarter. A few oxen accompany the ſheep, which are 
bought in the ſpring, and fatted the enſuing winter. It is 
the univerſal n that e are not ſo enn ks 
as OXen, 


3 % 7 jp * 
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It is no unuſual thing for ſome ol the graziers to „ 
| their prime oxen a ſetond ſummer's graſs. In this cafe « | 
are brought to a high ſtate of perfection, and in all probabi- 
lity they pay more the ſecond year than the 5; for it is 
well known, that an animal LEY fat will conſume much 
leſs food than a poor one. | 
-Ewes and lambs are alſo the ſtock of fonts farmers ; they 
are purchaſed partly in the autumn in lamb, and partly in 
the ſpring with the lamb by their e and are et of 
the Dorſetſhire or Mendip breed. | 
All the graziers of this county are partial to the red oxen 
of Somerſet and Devon; and you ſeldom ſee a' North- 
country ox in their poſſeſſion. They will not allow that 
the Northern oxen poſſeſs any comparative merit, either for 
labour 'or: ſlaughter perhaps ſome allowance ſhould be 
made for long-eſtabliſhed prejudices; but it muſt be ad- 
mitted, that in the London market, to which fat oxen are 
brought from all parts of the kingdom, the-Somerſetſhire 
(neut to the Galloway Scot fatted in Norfolk and Suffolk) 
appear to bear the belle, both in reſpect to fineneſs of grain 
and internal fatncſs; and there carmot be a ſtronger proof 
of their merit than the increaſing demand for them with the 
moſt eminent graziers of Leiceſterſhire, Oxfordſhire, War- 
wickſhire, &c; many of whom regularly attend the fairs both 
of Devon and Somerſet, as purchaſers of them lean; and I 
have been credibly informed they find a good account in 
ſo doing. As to myſelf, it is with reluctance that I hazard 
an opinion on this ſubject; reſpecting which, men of long- 
eſtabliſhed experience are ſo much divided, and on which 
ſuch various opinions exiſt. But I cannot help remarking, 
tmat if the ſuperiority of the Northern ſort were fo conſpi- 
cuous as the great breeders of the North affirm, how is it 
that ſome of their beſt friends and moſt ſtrenuous ſupporters 
| e 10 
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0 «a fees line deſert them here, and give a. e 
fied preference to the Weſtern breed? It is not likely that 


a wary and conſiderate farmer would travel one hundred 


and fifty or two hundred miles to purchaſe ſtock, with all 
the manifold inconveniencies and riſque which muſt attend 


the driving ſo far, if he could purchaſe Oy cheap- and 


good at home. 

Nothing is more cenſurable than an . partiality; 
and this principle ofttimes leads men haſtily to run away 
with ideas unſupported by fact; but when long experience 
and frequent trial have produced conviction, a farmer would 
be equally inexcuſable, were he to reſiſt the influence na- 
turally produced in his mind thereby. 

The red breeds of Devon and Somerſet hams been pro- 
greſſively increaſing, and they are now partially diſperſed 
over great part of the kingdom; and in reſpect to their qua- 
lities as a /abouring animal, I never heard but one opinion, 
and that opinion I can myſelf confirm from large and long 
experience, namely, that they are the be/t in the kingdom. In 
reſpect to their qualities as a ſatting animal, I will not ſpeak 
ſo decidedly, for I verily believe they have many rivals; the 
French, the Galloway Scot, the Leiceſter and Oxtordſhire, 
the Herefordſhire, the Glamorganſhire, the Suffolk polled, 


are all good grazing cattle; and in almoſt every county may 


be found in the hands of the moſt ſpirited and attentive 
farmers, a valuable ſort highly ſuperior to the general run 
of the county; and I muſt again repeat, that the ſafeſt plan 


which a farmer can adopt is that of improving his breed b 


a judicious ſelection of his beſt females, and by procuring 
ſuch males as are eminently diſtinguiſhed for perfection in 
thoſe points wherein his females may be found deficient. 
A total change of ſtock is frequently accompanied with loſs 
and diſappointment; and if the attempt ſucceed, you are for 
m2 a conſiderable 


. : cf 
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4 conſiderable time driven to the neceſſity of fatting all you 
breed; for the rooted prejudice of the graziers in favour of 
the prevailing ſort of the county, whatever they may be, 
cannot eaſily be overcome; and you may in vain __ at 
market a price adequate to your care and exertion. _ 

| Notwithſtanding what has been faid, there are certain | 
well-founded axioms in the grazing ſyſtem relating to the 
ſhape of the animal, which cannot juſtly be diſputed, De- 
licacy in the horn, head, and neck; deepneſs and roundneſs 
of the carcaſe, wideneſs of the loins, elaſticity in the fleſh, 
ſmall bones, accompanied with a thin ſkin: theſe, with 
many other points which might be enumerated, are conſi- 
dered as eſſentials, and are ſeldom [pip wu an 
aptitude to fat. 

The fame partiality which I have here date! to exit 

among the Marſh farmers in favour of the red oxen, was, 
a few years ſince, as ſtrongly manifeſted in favour of the 
Dorſetſhire ſheep; but of late the po/l-d breed of the lower 
part of the county gain ground, and are in high eſteem. 

Theſe ſheep are bred in the neighbourhood of Dulverton, 
Bampton, Wiveliſcombe, &c. they are well made, yield a 
large ſhear of wool, and fat quickly; but they miglit, in my 
opinion, be greatly improved by a croſs with the Leiceſter, 
to which they have in ſize and ſhape ſome degree of affinity. 
The objection made by the breeders in that diſtrict to a 
croſs with Leiceſter is, that what they might gain externally, 
they ſhould loſe internally; and that the deficiency in the 
fat of the infide would fo diſgrace their ſheep'in the eye of 
the butcher, that they would loſe their old cuſtomers,— 
Surely this reaſoning is fallacious; for, on a ſuppoſition that 
the inſide fat of a ſheep were by this intermixture to be re- 
duced fix pounds per ſheep, (and I think this as much as it 
a poſſibly could . the — at —— per pound, 
would 


I 
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would amount to only two ſhillings; five pounds extra 
weight of the carcaſe would pay this; and if the buyer were 


to allow the butcher for this defect, all reaſonable objection 


on his part is done away; and, on the other hand, the 
grazier need not be alarmed, for he may reſt aſſured, that 
the increaſe of the carcaſe will amply 79 the want of 
| inſide fat.“ 


Alf of FAIRS to which the SOMERSET Gnazirns reſort 
to buy LEAN STOCK, 


SOMERSET... 

Binegar, Whit Wedneſday and SI 
Biſhop's-Lidiard, April 5 | | 

Bridgwater, June 24, Oct. 2, my Dee. 28 

Broomfield, Nov. 1 3 7 

Bagborow, May 23 

Briſtol, March 1, and Sept. 1 | | 

Caſtle-Cary, Tueſday before Palm Candy May 1, and Whit, 

TLueſday 

Chard, firſt Wedneſday in ww, and in November | 

Comb St. Nicholas, Wedneſday ſen” night before mma = 

Dulverton, July | 

. Frome, Feb. 24, and Nov. 24 

Lanſdown, Auguſt 10 

Milverton, Odober | SH 

North-Petherton, May 1 

Pensford, May 6, and Nov. 8 

Priddy, Auguſt 21 ET | 

| Somerton, Monday before the zoth of January, oa. zo, Nov. 8, 

and the firſt great market the Tueſday before Eaſter, and a 

other markets every three weeks after 


Taunton, June 17, and July 7 


—— rðjÜ— — 


The foregoing account of grazing was written i in the year 1794s 
ſince which a great advance has taken place, both in the price per acres 
and the value of the land. J. 8. 5 

Ubley, 


3 CHRIS 9 „ 4 c 
- —_— — 1 = 
— e » „ At 5 


Shipham, Nov. 17. 
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Ubley, September 4 | 
Wellington, Thurſday before Faſter 


Wells, May 14, July 5, Oct. 25, Nov, 30 


Weſton-Zoyland, Sept. 9 


Wiveliſcombe, May 11 and 12 
Yeovil, June 28, and Nov. 17 


DEVON, 


Athbrittle February 25 
Axminſter, Wedneſday after Pack-Monday 


Barnſtable, September 


Chudleigh, Eaſter Tueſday 


Churchinford, January 25, 26 


Crediton, April „May 11, Auguſt 21 
Exeter, Ath-Wedneſday, Whit-Monday, Fey; and Dec. 6 


 Hatherly, May 21 


Honiton, July | 
Oakhampton, Tueſday before Lady-day 


Ottery St. Mary, Tueſday before Palm-Sunday, and the Nen 


neſday ſe nnight after Whitſunday 
Sandford-Peverel, April 
South-Molton, April 12 
Tiverton, Trinity-Tueſday, and Oct. 
Great - Torrington, third Saturday 3 in Marche * 4 and Mid- 


ſummer 


Witheridge, April 


Fairs at which Fat Cattle are fold. 


Axbridge, February 3, and March 2 '5 
Backwell, September 21 

Banwell, January 18 | 

Bridgwater, ſecond Thurſday in Lent, OR, 2, and Dee. 286 
Briſtol, March 1, Sept. 1 
Burnham, Trinity-Monday 
Eaſt- Brent, Auguſt 26 
Huntſpill, June 29 
Priddy, Auguſt 21 
Wedmore, Auguſt 2 
e 15 Wells, 
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| Wells, October 25, Noyember 310 
Somerton, Tueſday before Eaſter, and every „ ru 0 wok 
till Midſummer 
Weſton-Zoyland, September "#4 
Mark, Tueſday before Whitſuntide, and dy jo hes I 5 
| Wollavington, October 8s 
Langport, ſecond Monday in Lent. 
5 80 cows. en 

The cows of this diſtrict being intended chiefly for the 
purpoſes of cheeſe- making, the profit ariſing is in proportion 
to the quantity and quality of the milk; ſize, therefore, is 
not attended to, but principal regard is paid to the breed 
whence ſhe ſprung. The dairy-men think it more profit- 
able to have a ſmall breed well fed, than the beſt breed in 
the world ſcantily kept; and the cow that gives milk the 
longeſt is moſt eſteemed,* The time of calving is from 

oO EG. 

% The cheeſe of this diſtrict is much nen particularly that 
made in the pariſhes of Mear and Cheddar. | 

It is for the moſt part purchaſed by jobbers, and ſent through the 
medium of Weyhill, Giles's-hill, Reading, and other fairs, to the Lon- 
don market, where it is ſold under the name of double Glocgſter. 

The method of making has been ſo often deſcribed, that I ſhall not 
trouble my readers with a minute detail thereof. The annexed ſhort 
account of the proceſs I ſhall only premiſe, with obſerving, that clean- 
lineſs, ſweet rennet, and attention to breaking the curd, are the prin» 
cipal requiſites in cheeſe - making. 

| © PROCESS OF CHEESE-MAKING. 

When the milk is brought home, it is ſtrained into a tub, and about 
three table-ſpoonfuls of good rennet put therein, (ſuppoſing the quan- 
tity of milk ſufficient to make a cheeſe of twenty-eight pounds) which 
remains undiſturbed about two hours, then it becomes curd, and is 
properly broken; when done, three parts of the whey is taken there- 
from and-warmed, and then put into the tub again, where it remains 


about twenty minutes; the whey is again put over the fire, made 


oy ſcald hot, and put into the tub to ſcald the curd about half an 
hour: 


4 
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the beginning of February to Lady-day, and n 
care to keep their cos well three weeks or a month before 
they calve; the milk will riſe in proportion to the goodneſs 
of their keeping; very little attention is paid to the nature 
or ſort of the bull. 'I'he calves (thoſe few excepted which 
are reared to keep up the ſtuck) ſeldom live a month ere 
the butcher's knife cuts the thread of their exiſtence; and 
cheeſe-making begins in rs from which time it conti- 
nues till December. t | 
Tue calves which are reared are fed knot with 
cheeſe-whey, and in May they are turned to graſs and left 
10 on for themietves 1 lome careful dairy-women have 


tried 


— 9 


hour, and then part of the whey i is taken away, and the remainder re- 
mains with the curd till it is nearly cold ; the whey is then poured off, 
the curd broken very ſmall, put into the vat and preſſed, where it re- 

mains nearly an hour; and then is taken out, turned, and put in again 
- . and preſſed till the evening, when it is taken out again, turned, and 
preſſed till the next morning: it is then taken out of the-vat, ſalted, 
put into it again with a clean dry cloth round it, and remains in the 
preſe till the next evening, when it is taken out again, ſalted, put into 
the vat without a cloth, and preſſed till the next morning; and then 
it finally leaves the preſs, and is ſalted once a day for twelve days. 


1 The number of calves fatted in this diſtrict is immenſe—four 
hundred fat calves have been ſold in Shepton-Mallet market in one 
day. To this market, butchers from the neighbourhood of Bath and 
Briſtol reſort, and convey the carcaſes (whole) to thoſe cities in one- 
horſe carts. The veal is delicately white—ſmall in fize, viz. from ſix- 

teen to twenty-four pounds per quarter... The beſt is brought from 
a ſmall village called Batcomb ; and its excellency may, perhaps, be 
aſcribed to their giving the calves ſmall doſes of metheglin i in the milk, 
and keeping them in a dark place. 


+ In the South · Eaſtern part of this diſtrict, where the dairy adi is 

i chiefly applied to the making of butter, and ſkimmed milk cheeſe, the 

- calves are taken from their dams at a fortnight or three weeks old, 
and ſuckled with ſximmed-milk until the middle of May, when they 
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tried to increaſe their growth, by giving them whey after 
they are put to graſs; but this plan is reprobated as doing 
more harm than good. When they become yearlings, they 
are ſubject to a diſorder provincially called the'quarter-ail, 
which is a mortification beginning at the hock, and proceed- 
ing with aſtoniſhing rapidity to the vital parts, occaſioning 
death in a very few hours. The firſt ſymptom is lameneſs, 
and no cure has yet been found; the quarter affected be- 
comes intirely putrid, whilſt the other quarters are in à 
ſound ſtate. This diſorder is, I think, the ſame with that 
| known in Norfolk under the name of gargut; nor is it con- 
fined to theſe counties, but is, I believe, generally known; 
and an inveſtigation of the cauſe of the diſorder, which might 
lead to the diſcovery of a cure, is wah worthy the den 
of all agricultural bodies. 
| Cows are ſubject to a diſorder called the yellows, ſomething 
ſimilar to the jaundice in the human ſpecies. This diſor- 
der frequently affects the udder, and brings on a falſe quar- 
ter, that is, a deprivation of milk in one teat, accompanied 
with a ſwelling and inflammation. For this, however, I 1 
can ſuggeſt a remedy which ſeldom fails, viz. flour of 
muſtard mixed with any liquid, two ounces a doſe, and 
repeating the ſame two or three times in the courſe of 
twenty-four hours. 5 
The heifers are put to che bull i in 1 when they are 
about one year and half old; and the prevailing opinion 
ſeems to be, that thoſe which are kept from the bull a year 
longer do not turn out good milkers., The average produce 


— — | — — 
are turned out to graſs at home, or ſold at ſome diſtant market for the 
ſame purpoſe. A few dairy-farmers, in this part of the diſtrict, have 
adopted the practice of making flax-ſeed and hay-tea, and mix it in 
the milk, with which the calves are ſuckled. This practice appears to 
anſwer very well, for the laſt month or ſix Ewe of ſuckling. A. C. 
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| of a dairy per day, may be caleulated at about three gallons 
per cow, from Lady-day to Michaelmas, and from Michael- | 
mas to Chriſtmas one gallon per cow per da. 
Cous are kept till they are fourteen or fifteen 8 : 
and when faned they ſeldom get do higher price tha 
ſeven or eight pounds. : 
A dairy-maid can manage twenty amides lows | 
to the in-door work. The groſs produce of a dairy: fre- 
quently averages twelve pounds per cow, and in ſome par- 
ticular inſtances fourteen pounds; but this can only be done 
when cheeſe is at the preſent enormous price of near ſix- 
| pence per pound puck wooths old; and fat hogs at fix- | 
pence per pound. 
The following RE of, the expences and e of 
/ a dairy, ſuppoſing the land and the cows to be of the ft 


quality, may, I truſt, be conſidered as tolerably accurate, 


' DAIRY 
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To two milkers forty weeks, at 3s. per week 6 0 


To a man's labour, winter ſerving cattle, chan- 


Ling their paſture, ſelling cheeſe, ce. — 4 0 
To dairy-woman, 45. 6d, per week _ —— 11 14 


To dairy utenſils, candles, falt, bruſhes, mops, 
| and all other articles 3 — 4 
7 —— — 
To rent, thirty „ 60 
To ſkimming the Ne making ſix tons 


of hay eee 25 
To rent of fifteen acres mown ground, 406. — 30 0 


To making the hay, ſay thirty tons, at 128. 


Nee . 


0 0 W 


To tits uns, 4s fay — 10.0 


99 


To profit intereſt of money, and the decreaſing 


139 0. 


eee, — 113 10 


£252 10 


. B. ene. * 0 
| . 


. By ninety hundred of cheeſe, at 458.9 — 202 [10% 
By che- : — 15 „% 
By bu ite — 10 0 
0 


rnb fi eC 


* For this time 1 pet ft 85 making is worth 


Lend ae ta 


EW -# 
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On a compariſon of this with the grazing account, it is 
apparent that the dairy occupation is more profitable than 


grazing, for this amounts to fifty ſhillings per acre, Whereas 


| the other is only twenty-eight ſhillings per acre. On ac- 
count of population, the dairy ſyſtem ought alſo to be pre- 
ferred, as one grazing farm of two hundred acres would 
afford a comfortable livelihood to four dairy families. 

1 am aware, that ſhould theſe obſervations induce an in- 


creaſe of dairies, and conſequently a more liberal ſupply of 


cheeſe, fuch a declenſion in the price of that article might 


take place; as would bring all things again on a level, and 


advance the grazier's W. to an N with that of the 


dlairy- man. N 9 
x ee dairies ſhould "TITTY 


for the arduous domeſtick labour and inceffant employment 


Which they bring on the female part of a farmer's family, 
will always prevent an undue increaſe thereof, unleſs their 
Profits on a compariſon are very great indeed, But whilſt 
I thus recommend. encouragement to the pail, I muſt do it 
Vith thus proviſo, that a different mode of r 
adopted from that now practiſed. 

The cows of this diſtrict are almoſt univerſally depaſtured 


in the fields both ſummer and winter; in conſequence of 


which, the dung produced even by a large dairy is trifling 


indeed hence ariſes a manifeſt declenſion in the fertility of 


the land, and you may diſtinguſh a grazing from a dairy 
farm at a great diſtance. In this exhauſted ſtate the dairy 


land muſt remain, unleſs a different ſyſtem of management 


be ſucceſsfully inculcated. Were I to ſuggeſt a plan of im- 


provement, it would be the following: Let all dairy farms 
be accompanied with a due proportion of arable, perhaps a 
fourth part; let proper ſtalls and bartons be erected as a re- 
een for the COWS during the winter months; let cabbages, 


/ RW. | 
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rurnips, and e grown for their winter ſubſiſtence 
but above all, let them be well littered,” and kept perfectly 
clean. By theſe means, a large ſupply of dung may be 
procured at a little expence; and if the farmer wiſh to in- 
creaſe the quantity, he need only dig up the waſte earth on 
the borders of the highways, and make a layer therewith in 
and incorporated with the dung, will conſtitute a manure 
highly fertiliſing. It cannot be ſufficiently regretted that 
this practice ſhould be ſo ſeldom adopted; for repeated ex- 
periments have taught, that one hundred acres of land thus 
managed, will keep more cows than one hundred and fifty 
acres under the preſent ſyſtem. Artificial graſſes will enable 
the dairy- man to turn his cows out a month or five weeks 
earlier than he was accuſtomed to do on nuturil graſs, and 
turnips, &c. will ſupply them with winter provender; ſo _ 
that the conſumption of hay will be greatly reduced, nd 
more land may be devoted to ſummer paſture. It may be 
here objected, that the quality of the cheeſe and butter may 
be injured: of this I have my doubts, Artificial-graſs, in 
the months of March and April, will make as good butter 
or cheeſe as natural graſs; after this, the cows ſhould be put 
to the natural paſture, and the former ſhut up for mowing. 

As to the effect of turnips and cabbages, I will obviate 
every difficulty by ſtating a ſimple recipe, whereby all diſ- 
agreeable flavour may be entirely prevented in the making 
of butter; and as to cheeſe, there is but little made at that 
ſeaſon; and if there were, the palate muſt be nice eee | 
which could diltingut a difference of flavour. 3 


nECIr E. 


ne ute ui b u Ae hr Mü NN 
A It may alfo be pre- 
— vente 
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vented by diſſolving nitre in ſpring water, and putting about 
a quarter of a pint to ten or twelve be min a 
i warm from the * COW. | | 


SHEEP, | 


n dhe South-Eaſt part of this A Me at 
improved fort of the Dorſet, and many conſiderable ewe 
| flocks are kept to the amount of four to fix hundred each; 
they begin lambing about Chriſtmas, and the lambs are 
weaned in May.* ' After the lambs are ſhorn, which is at 
Midſummer, they are worth about fifteen ſhillings each,— 
PPP 
Pe „ IE Ons 


pe BY 1 PI #5 4, 
Two ane at fifteen ſhillings f 1 — 1 10 0 
Wool both is eme and lambs — 60 12 6 

| Tn — — 0 
£4 5.6 


Te ewes, forward with lamb in October, are fold to the 

graziers who ſupply. London and Bath markets with houſe- 

— and ſometimes they bring thirty-five ſhillings per 
head, though folded to the time of ſale. 

Some farmers buy wedder lambs about "Midſummer 
(mom) at fifteen ſhillings, and keep them about twenty-two 
months, conſtantly folding them: they are then ſold (un- 
ſhorn) to the graziers occupying the marſh lands, at the 


| wes of {6 ies to Hale d ach. 


ent i not be- more anal o rana the g 0 
March or April? 

_ + Lambs have been 1 in the autumn of 2796 for nearly double 
this price. 
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f | 
Foldi ing C . M ͥ $f! 0 0 
Average price ſold at — — 1 12 6 


Deduct firſt coſt of lamm = — 0 Is 0 
| — 4.2.4: 
| 


The latter ſtock requbs lets care than 45 Wale 11 | 
at the ſame time enables the farmer to manure more land; 
for they may be folded through” ths whole winter on the 
paſture land.” 

The number of ſheep kept in vas diſt is dete, 1 
and folding unremittingly , BT 45 OR 

_ Lately ſome of the Leiceſter ſheep have been brought into 


this diſtrict by Mr. Pos rER near Yeovil, and by Mr. 


Lowuax near Crewkerne. The carcaſes of ſome have 
been ſold in Crewkerne market, and were remarkably fat, 
and highly eſteemed for their delicious flavour; but with all 
theſe good qualities, if they cannot walk a mile to the fold, 
they never will gain much ground in this e gall 


The EY ak breeding h em of White- dum and i its 
. neiꝑ bbour hood. : 


In a regular flock of three hundred ewes, it is ocefiry 
2 rear all the chilver or female lambs; for if the twins are 


„Mr. 6 of Alhampton neat Caſtle-Cary, has exhibited hes 
Pap the Bath Agricultural Society repeated proofs. of his {kill in the 
cure of rotten ſheep; and has, in his poſſeſſion, a variety of corrobo- 
rating teſtimonies, under the ſignature of reſpectable I 
wa have availed themſelves of this uſeful diſcovery. 25 


fuſcient, 
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ſaſfcient, after all accidents, to keep up a regular ſucceſſion, 
| eee ee Ie Rock. ae 
conſiſt of 


150 Chilver lambs „ ok 

150 Ewes from one to two years 4 
150 ditto from two to three years old 
ee. V 


| boo boo in the whole. | 


Dan this ire iock are ſold . ard fry pur (male) 

lambs, and one hundred and fifty old ewes, yearly, The 
lambs are. ſold. about Midſummer, and. the old ewes are 
bought by ſucklers, for the London market, in September 
or October, about which time they begin to drop their 
lambs, The ſtock ewes are folded for eight months, viz. 
from the beginning of April to the end of November; and 
the ſale ewes are folded about three months. Four hun- 
dred and fifty ſheep will amply manure one-third of an acre 
each night; and this is conſidered as far ſuperior in its effect 
to dung, or to fifteen quarters of lime, which is the ſubſti- 
tute with people who do not keep a flock, By the follow- 
Hoe ape ite ſhe, rage of ths Told. ay be fairly eli · 


eee — 7 2 6 

Carriage ſeven miles — — 015 0 

n, ſpreading, le. , ns BF: 4: 9 
ya 2 6 


ebe eee e t ape of 
fixty acres; and the value of ſuch manuring will amount 
to one hundred and twenty-ſeven pounds ten ſhillings ; but 
_ as it muſt be admitted that the benefit of the fold is not ſo 
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durable as Aber dung or lime, we will deduct 8 
and call it eighty-five pounds. | 
If the pur-lambs are not ſold, but 6 on, „ 
ſtantly folded till they are two years and a half old, at which 
age, by good keeping on vetches, clover, and turnips, they 
are brought to the value of two guineas to two pounds 
| fifteen ſhillings, and are then ſold to the grazier to finiſh, 
By this ſyſtem of folding, the ſheep are kept free from the 
 foot-rot ; and as the graſs is not tainted by their TIT on 
it mne der enn haken e wing, . | 


Produce 7 4 Flat EY three hundred Burn 


pigs g 1 | 4. . 
One hundred and a ft male Minds fold at Mid- 4 
ſummer, after being ſhorn, at 1]. 16. — 157 10 


Mool of three hundred lambs, at 28. — 20" 0 0 


Ditto of one hundred and fifty young ewes at 48. 30 oo 
Ditto of three hundred full-grown and aged 


ditto, at 3s. (G0CCC. en ET 10% | 
One hundred and forty old ewes, ſold in Sep- / 
tember, at 40s. each 1 — . 00 
(N. B. Ten allowed for accidents) e 
Folding d nates” On — 8g MY 
Se £635 0 0 


One ſhepherd at eight ſhillings per week will take care of 
the flock, change the fold, and have time for other work; 
and the hurdles will , 
about three guineas. 

Corn, after the fold, is much greater in quantity, and 
better in quality, than after any other manure. 1 65 


* 


258 AGRICULTURAL 8URVEY 


- Paſſing from Crewkerne to the Southward, you enter one 
of thoſe excavations, or large vales, for which this county 
is remarkable; compriſing the villages and hamlets of Clap- 
ton, Seaborough, Wayford, wesen, Fa 
Cricket- Thomas, Winſham, Ke. 

Within this vale commences a diſtrict of twenty miles 
ſquare, (one half in Somerſet and the other in Dorſet) which 
ought to be noted for ſupplying the ſummer markets at 
Exeter with weanling calves, Theſe calves drop in Febru- 
ary and March, are ſuckled by their dams for three weeks, 
When they are houſed, and ſuckled by hand with warm 
ſkimmed milk until the month of May, at which time they 
are ſold to the drovers for the market before-mentioned. 
At Exeter, they are bought by the Devonſhire farmers, and 
diepaſtured for three or four years, when they are diſpoſed of 
to the Somerſet graziers, who fatten them for the London 
market: thus we ſee, that part of what is called the Devon- 
ſhire breed of cattle is the produce of a ſmall diſtrict of the 
counties of Somerſet and Dorſet; a breed which will pro- 
bably, ere long, be. generally acknowledged to be equa] to 
any other in the kingdom. 

The dairy at Ayſhcombe farm, within the pariſh of Way- 
ford, is a good ſpecimen of the Devonſhire breed.“ 


- * * 
——_———= — —— 


„Mr. Wurz Paxsoxs alſo, of Ilcheſter, has exhibited before the 
Agricultural Society at Bath, for the premium offered by that Society, 
a young bull of his own breeding, together with the fire and dam of 
the Devonſhire race; and all breeders of horned cattle were challenged 
by him to produce, at the ſaid exhibition, any three of equal value for 


ſtock ; but no competitor appeared, and the premium was n 
adjudged to him. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XIV. 
RURAL CECONOMY. 


HIS county is very populous, and the wages low, 
notwithſtanding there are very conſiderable manu- 
factures. 
Men's daily labour in winter is 16: yer diy; with cldrdd 
| Ditto in ſummer 18. 4d. ditto 
N daily labour in winter is 6d. pot doe wie hen 
— Ditto in ſummer 8d. ditto. _ 
Mowing graſs 1s. 4d. per acre, and one gallon of cider, | 
barley 18. od, ditto. ditto 
Reaping wheat 4s. od. "ditto, two gallons ax half of cid 
And all other labour proportionably cheap. 5 
Dreien than in the North-Eaſt . 


0 1 4 fa 
——___—_——______—____Oe—_—_—————_— 
. * 4 — 4 
8 


Wages are now (1797) advanced one-third at leaſt; 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER” XV. 


POLITICAL ECONOMY, /as connetted with or | 
 offeling AGRICULTURE. 


e PIES OS: 9 
| _ ROADS. 


JEW: countries can boat? better cumpike-oad than may 
be found in this diſtrict. 
From Wells to Bridgwater, and m Croſs to the ſame 


. town, they are, comparatively ſpeaking, as ſmooth as a 


gravel-walk. This may, in a great meaſure, be attributed 
to the great attention paid to the breaking of the ſtones, 
which is done by men with ſmall ſledges in a fitting poſture; 
and the ſtones are reduced to the ſize of a pigeon's egg; at 


an, expence of "IO px ton vb OY 


CANALS. 


An act was e laſt ſeſſions of parliament, for cut- 
ting a navigable canal through the Eaſtern part of this diſ- 
trict, and the ſame is now in execution. It commences at 
the collieries near Mendip, and, paſſing through the town 
of Frome, divides itſelf into two branches, one joining the 
Kennet and Avon Canal near Bradford, and the other ex- 


_ tending itſelf through e to. the borders of Dor- 
ſetſhire. b | 


CR... 


A conſiderable clothing manufacture has been lately eſta- 
bliſhed, oo” ſome . of un at Chard; and 
e 
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round Ilminſter, Chard, Crewkerne, Martock, Yeovil, &c. 
there are conſiderable manufactures of narrow cloth, from 
four to ſeven ſhillings per yard; the quality of which, both 
for appearance and duration, is not ſurpaſſed in the king- 
dom. In theſe, great numbers of men, women, and chil- 
dren, are employed; but the country being very populous, 
' there is no want of hands in agriculture. 

There are alſo many manufactures of coarſe linen, ſuch 
as dowlas, tick, &c. alſo of gloves, girt-web, &c. all of 
which give animation, wealth, and comfort, to the inhabi- 
tants of this rich and delightful region. 
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CHAPTER I. 
GEOGRAPHICAL STATE AND CIRCUMSTANCES, 


* diviſion of the county has nearly an equal portion. 
| of rough mountinous hills, amen 
and plains. f 

The climate; particularly of that part whic-is callallihes 
Vale of  Taunton-Dean, is peculiarly mild and ferene;z and 
the ſoil highly fertile and productive. The eye is agreeably 
relieved by a judicious mixture of arable and paſture; and 

een Ee EET 
it may emphatically be called the Land o of 

There are, however, certain parts N Wa of the 
ſaid vale which are mountainous, and ſubject to that mu- 
tability of wel, EURO RATE 
elevated ſituations. - 

Quantock, Brandon, and Dunkry-Hills, may be noted 
for their wild and rugged ſcenery; and the part which is 
called Dentoy- Bones, OE CT 
county. | 
This d may be: ſubdivided into two lefler diftrifts,/ 
including, 1/8. the pariſhes of Taunton, Wilton, Trull, Pit- 
main, oy s-Hull, ROE EI; Ninehead, Wel 

Uungton, 


85 
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lington, Sampford, Hill-Farrence, Oake, Norton, Cheddon, 
| Staplegrove, Thurloxton, North-Petherton, Monkton, 
Kingſton, Cothelſton, Biſhop's-Lidiard, Heathfield, Halle, 
Aſhpriors, Fitzhead, Milverton, Langford- Budville, Thorne, 
Bathialton, and Runnington. 

Theſe pariſhes comprehend what is generally called the 
Vale of de. 15 

SOIL. 

The ſoil is a rich loam, interſperſed in ſome places with 
clay, as part of Bradfield, Buckland, North fide of Wel- 
lington, part of Sampford, Hill-Farrence, Ninehead, Oake, 
and Heathfield ; and in other parts with ſand, or a lighter 
mould; as Kingſton, Biſhop's-Lidiard, Halſe, F irzhead, 
Milverton, Langford, Thorne, and Runnington. 
| Theſe hundreds, together with that of North-Curry, are 

- principally held under the churches of Wincheſter and Wells, 
| and the lands are chiefly poſſeſſed by ſmall proprietors. 

The ſecond diviſion of this diſtrict includes the pariſhes 
of Combflory, Bagborough, Stowey, Stoke-Courcy, Crow- 
combe, Stoguinber, Williton, Watchet, Dunſter, Minehead, 
Porlock, Timberſcombe, Cutcomb, Withypool, Winsford, 
Dulverton, nnen &c. &c. RO with the foreſt 
of Exmoor, 

The foil of 8 part of 1 this diſtri&t. is but little Aer 
to that of the former; but the hills and foreſts are for the 
moſt part left in a ſtate of nature. The corn land is in ge- 

neral good; and the watered meadows in the pariſhes of 
Crowcombe, Stogumber, Monkſilver, Nettlecomb, Dinni- 
ford, Dunſter, Dulverton, &c. are as good as any in the 
county. If we appreciate land by its capacity to keep ſtock 
throughout the year, watered meadows are invaluable; and 
it is to be hoped, that the different reports, which will na 
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doubt be ſent to the Board of their i importance, will induce 


a general application of water, wherever it be of good qua- 85 


lity, and there is a poſſibility of conveying it. A great part 
of theſe watered lands lie on ſteep declivities; and as the 
water paſſes quickly over them, and never lies ſtagnant, not 


2 a ruſh can be ſeen; this is not always the caſe in lot water 


meadows, which for want of proper draining are much in- 
commoded by them, Meadows which lie in a low ſituation 
and nearly on a level, ſhould be thrown up into convex 
beds about thirty or forty feet wide, along the ridges of 

which the water ſhould be conveyed, flowing regularly at 
the different outlets, and having : a free F in haps trenches 
lying between the beds, 
| The expence of doing this ſeldom exceeds fix of ſeven 
pounds per acre, and the benefit is N Nr or 

thirty ſhillings per acre per annum. 

| Excepting thoſe inſtances where water paſſes dies a 

town, or after ſudden floods carries with it rich particles of 
yegetative matter, the lands receiving it near the ſpring- head, 
are ſuppoſed to be the moſt benefited ; and the quicker it 
is made to paſs oyer the land, and the greater the impetus 
given by a large quantity thrown at once, the | ae and 
more powerful are the effects, 

The firſt watering commences in November, and is con- 
tinued with regular intermiſſion from that time till February. 
Theſe meadows are frequently, in this temperate climate, fit 
to receive ewes and lambs, as early as Candlemas; and a 
conſtant and regular ſucceſſion of food from that time to the 
beginning of May, enables the farmer to view his flock with 
the utmoſt complacency, and to look with pity on his neigh- 
bours, deſtitute of ſuch a reſource in theſe trying months. 

At the beginning of May, the land is unſtocked and again 
watered; after fix or ſeven weeks they mow from thirty ent. 
eee . ina 
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Efimate of the value of 1 Land. 

e 4.7 

gated res eee lila — I 5 0 
| Thiry-fiv wt. of hy pr ace, at 306 per ton 2-32 6 
02 210 nal - — 0 


Conſidering it as connected with a ſheep and corn farm, 
all eſtimates muſt be below its real value; for it is well 
known, that, according to the probable plenty or fearcity of 
food in the months of February, March, and April, docs a 
farmer apportion his ſtock for the whole year. Should tur- 
nips fail, his only reſource is the hay-mow; his ewes ſuffer, 
his lambs become ſtunted and of little value. His meadow- 
ground devoted to the ſcythe is ſpring fed, whereby he ſuf- 
fers a diminution of ten hundred of hay per acre. Theſe 
are but a few of the many evils attendant on a deficiency of 
food in the months before - mentioned, and muſt raiſe the 
importance of water-meadow in the eyes of all diſcerning 
huſbandmen; beſides, theſe lands require no dreſſing, but 
will preſerve an undiminiſhed vegetation from year to year, 
and will enable the farmer, by means of the ſheepfold, to 
enrich his other lands without injury to theſe.“ 


On the demeſne of J. F. LuTT&ELL, eſq; of Dunſter-Caſtle, a 
large tract of land, in a convertible courſe of tillage, is manured with 
water. The uſual rotation of crops is, 1ſt. Wheat on the ley; 2d. 
Turnips; 3d. Barley and artificial graſſes. 

It is then ſuffered, to remain in paſture two years, and during that 
time it is, at ſtated intervals, regularly flooded by a fiream deſcending 
from the adjacent hills, 

The courſe is then renewed, and this has been the conſtant practice 
for many years. 

The produce has been in general very conſiderable, viz. of wheat 
forty or fifty buſhels, and of barley fifty and fixty buſhels per acre. 5 | 


* 
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As the different modes of irrigation have been long be- 
fore the public in a treatiſe publiſhed by Mr. BoswzLL, of 
Piddletown in Dorſetſhire, and by other writers in different 
parts of the kingdom, I ſhall not further enlarge upon this 
ſubject, than merely to caution the farmer, unexperienced 
in this branch of improvement, not to feed with fbrep in 
the autumn; for, though it may be done with the utmoſt 
 fafety in the ſpring, it is frequently fatal in the autumnal 
months, V | 


CHAPTER 
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STATE OF. PROPERTY. 


| T*. major part of the five hundreds of W 
conſiſts of cuſtomary lands of inheritance, held under 
the Lord Biſhop of Wincheſter, paying an annual rent. 
Theſe cuſtomary lands paſs by ſurrender, paying to the lord 
fines and heriots on alienations. There are alſo many ſin- 
gular cuſtoms within the manor, difficult to be underſtood 
even by the tenants themſelves. The deſcent is called that 
of Boroug h- Engliſh, with ſome variations. The wife is heir 
to her huſband; and it is no uncommon thing for a widow, | 
on the death of her huſband, having children by him, to 
marry again, and carry her eſtate into her ſecond family, to 


_ the diſinheritance of her firſt. 


If the fines, heriots, and other incidental incomes within 


| the manor, were commuted with the lord, for an increaſe 


of the annual high rents; the lands enfranchiſed by act of 


parliament, and to paſs in deſcent as other lands of inherit- 


ance by common law; the income to the biſhoprick would 
be more certain, and the preſent inconveniencies avoided, 
In courſe of time, the proprietors would enlarge their poſ- 
ſeſſions, and the manor would be brought into farms of 
ſufficient extent for the employment of a ow. which is 
not the caſe at Nane 


CHAPTER 
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5 CHAPTER tres 


MOD OF OCCUPATION. | 55 b 


HE farms f in this diviſion „ eee 


laſt, but the huſbandry is much the ſame, only there 
is more land in tillage. The mountainous lands are uncul- 
_ tivated, and are depaſtured with ſheep and young bullocks. 
In the vicinity of theſe uncultivated hills, viz. at Bick- 
noller, Elworthy, e and Old-Cleeve, oats 
are the principal corn crop; harley! ag wheat are grown but 
on a ſmall ſcale, 


The rotation of crops varies from that of i 


Here wheat is generally ſown on the ley, and none but very 


ſtiff land is fallowed. Turnips are much cultivated, but. 


they are very laviſh in the conſumption, giving too large a 


ſpace of ground to the ſheep at . GAS ann = 


great waſte, 


The dry uplands are F to village, ag the Sd Yee 
lands to grazing or dairy, On the former, wheat, beans, 


peaſe, and vetches, are the principal crops ; and thoſe lands 
which are capable of improvement by watering, (of which 
there is a conſiderable proportion) are ſo managed as to pro- 
| duce excellent ſpring-feed for ewes and lambs, together with 
abundant crops both of hay and after-graſs ; but the water 
being frequently ſcarce, the water-courſes are en, a 
ſource of litigation, | 

There are very few eſtates _ in ; paſture. our 
little farmer is fond of the plough; but in moſt of thele 
| ſmall farms, where there is not ſufficient employment for a 


team, the occupier's fituation is not better than that ofa 


55 labourer. 


t 
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Much of the arable land will ſpontaneouſly produce a 
variety of excellent ſorts of graſs, and ſhortly become good 


paſture, if laid down in an huſbandlike manner. The arti- | 


ficial graſſes here ſown are, broad and white clover, trefoil, 
and ray-graſs, called here evergraſs. Many farmers think 
the latter dmpoverithes the ſoils. nin Eee 
ene in its ſtead. 1 | | 


LEASES, 5 


PP. Tapia thee. 
nant is not, without a licence from the lord, to let his cuſ- 
tomary lands for more than a year and a day; but to en- 
courage good huſbandry, it has been uſual of late years to 
grant rack rent leaſes for OT ee ons 
years. 


The tenant covenants with the Jandlord; not to ſow rape, 


hemp, or flax; theſe crops being conſidered as great ex- 
hauſters, making no return in manure. It has alſo been 
common to allow the tenant church and poor- rates; but it 
is to be doubted whether the poor are in this caſe better 
provided for, although the rates for their maintenance in- 
creaſe; for the occupiers, when no ways intereſted, are apt 
to be remiſs in looking into the poor's concerns. 

Olf hate years, this burthen kno been thrown-0n the te- 

nant, by way of raiſing his rent. 

At the commencement of the term, it is uſual for the 
landlord to put the premiſes in compleat repair; after that, 
the tenant finds reed, ſpars, and carriage of materials, during : 
the term; and the landlord, timber, ſtones, and limie. The 

handicraftſmen are paid between them. . 

In this way, the landlord and tenant being mutually in⸗ 
tereſted, E and the build- 
ings are kept in better order. 

The 
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The tenant alſo covenants to take care of ſtapling and ' 
timber trees, and to carry one hundred and twenty horſe- 
ſeams (about twelve cart-loads) of dung, or fifteen hogſ- 
heads of lime, or a proportion of both mixed with earth, 

on every acre of land converted to arable, and to take but 
three crops of corn before the ſame quantity be renewed. 
He alſo covenants never to ſow two crops of wheat in ſuc- 
-cefſion, nor to convert to tillage any maiden or old paſture 
VPithout leave, mate the b dee 
Ane for tis e ar en, 89155 


CHAPTER Iv. 55 
IMPLEMENTS. = 


carts now uſed, n 

| n years paſt, Of late, indeed, the double-furrow 
plough has been introduced, and ſeems to gain ground; 

all who have tried eee 
a, ade eee ee | 


CHAPTER. 
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| CHAPTER v. 6 
INCLOSING, — 


rn WE Mess. 


ME beech hedges, around Dulverton, Dunſter, &c. are 

not only beautiful to the eye, and an excellent fence 

and ſhelter, but are a ſource of annual profit to the propri- 
T he banks 0 on which _ are planted are ſix or r ſeven feet 
high, and between four and five feet wide at the top; the 
mouldering of the ſides is frequently prevented by a dry 
ſtone wall, four feet high.. There is no ditch; and the 
hedge conſiſts of three rows of beech, planted on the top 
of the bank, at about one foot diſtance. Their growth is 
very rapid, and they ſeem to defy the deſtructive qualities of 
the ſea-breeze, ſo fatal to the white-thorn and moſt other 
plants; when at maturity, the middle row is cut to the 
and the outſide rows plaſhed. The quantity of 

fuel ſupplied by theſe hedges is very conſiderable; and the 
only objection that can be made to them is, that the earth 
uſed in the conſtruction of the banks is fo conſiderable a 
quantity, that a large portion of the field is robbed of its 
vegetable matter, and rendered for ſome years unproductive. 


[4 
; 
IN 
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5 CHAPTER VI. 


ARABLE L A N D. 9 
At E common PR in * ; diftri are e ſo feu, a rt 
unincloſed waſtes (a portion of Blackdown and Pick, 
eridge- hill excepted) ſo inſignificant, that little i improvement 
can be made in that way. There are a few low common 
meadows, where frequently the hay crop ( provincially, the, 
tonſure) belongs to one man, and the after-graſs to. another, 
by which means ſuch lands are n — being nei 
ther drained nor manurſſ. 1 
The waſte lands, on that part of Wen which Hes 
within this county, are ſuppoſed to exceed a thouſand acres; 
they are ſo ſituated on the declivity of the hill, that floats. 
might eaſily be made to ee the wan 1 from ts. 
_ ſprings, over the land. e , 
And it the water (borld not ve found W 
not be difficult or expenſive to convert theſe floats into 
drains, and thereby render the ground more dry and healthy. 


The occupiers of eſtates contiguous. to theſe hills ſtock. 
them with young cattle in the ſummer months, bus tha: | 


diſtant tenants reap little or no benefit, 


| On ſome of their land they dane flows and wheat ales 


ternately, manuring with lime. __ 
A mixture of the earth of e e 


rotten dung, is the general manure for the ploughed lands, 


and ſoapers aſhes and rotten dung aluns for the paſture. 


The method commonly adopted ee 


lime, and dung together, is, to carry the dung and ſpread it 
on the headlands, or on heaps of earth collected on different 


parts 
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parts of the field, and then put the unſlaked lime on te 
dung, covering it up with earth till it is ſlaked, and fit for 
mixing; but as the lime is by this method diſſolved upon 
the dung, the richeſt part of the manure is conſumed by the 
lime, or carried off in vapour. 

Drilling has been tried in this part of the county, parti- 
cularly by two farmers of Halſe, and by Mr. Ax DER DOW of 
Henlade. On light poor ſoils, it has been found to anſwer, 
but in rich ſtrong loams, the corn has proved too rank. 
Mr. AnDgzDON has drilled all his corn for twenty years 
paſt, ' At firſt he formed an experimental field of four acres, 
divided into ſeveral equal parts, where he tried drilling va- 
rious erops, in compariſon with ſowing them broadcaſt, and 
finding his drilled and horſchoed crops of beans, wheat, 
- peaſe, turnips, &c. ſufficiently encouraging to proceed to 
acres, he has continued the practice ever ſince; by which 
means he has toms bene n ene 
werds. 

3 He at firſt uſed il x v's drill plough for ſowing double 
rows, ee eee 
Arts in London. 

With this, he ed two hw; about'a foot under on 
five-feet ridges, leaving intervals of four feet for horſe-hoeing. 
Since, he has drilled ſingle rows on ridges of three feet, by 
which means he keeps his ground cleaner, and has a pro- 
duce equally good with the double rows. Of wheat, he 
generally reaps from fifteen to twenty-four buſhels per acre, 
which is about nee beg weer , r , Ports 8 
ſown in the broadcaſt Wax. 3 

In the year 1791 he reaped from one b rowing ales 
buſhels per acre. The field was drilled in ſingle rows, three 
feet aſunder; this may be called the Tullean method of 
drilling, and was praiſed many 6 
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ened agrieulturiſt Ia TH RO T'uLL. The prevailing method 
of the preſent day is, to drill at intervals of fix, nine, or 
twelve inches. Though, the practice of drilling corn has 
been highly extolled by ſome, and aſtoniſhing inſtances of 


. produce revabied, yet-thd wither of this mn I. 


voantages reſulting from the practice were fo great as they 
are repreſented, ſurely the common farmers. would adopt it. 
The faving of ſeed would alone be a ſufficient inducement, - 
and in a national point of view would be wotthy the atten- 
beſt guide in all agricultural purſuits, has ſhewm that there 
are ſubſtantial objections to the pencUioky 1 
compriſed unger the following head: ]ĩx 
iſt. The difficulty in getting compleat drilling and 00. : 
Tag SOTO OPT labourers IE —_—————— 
proceſs. 6-17. 
= Tis ei of uvlcignits Mee 
renal line Sager eng bg EEE 
of wind, than thict broadcaſt cross. | 
3d. Rankneſs in the fra, ſein it op befor 
the grain is perfected. 1 
4th. Lamel, nd irregularity in ripening. 
Ler us mow flnte the advantages: . e FH] ah 
Fr, Saving of ſeed, | 
e ron ae communicated to > the land D 
| Ho fer theſe ee, ene 53 
tages, I ſhall not take upon me to determine. I can only 
bey, that my trials (and they have been repeatedly made on 
a large ſcale) have been uniformly unfortunate. ' In dry ſea- 


ſons, the 2 corn, particularly barley, has been not on 
| T 2 late, 
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late, but uneven ripe, and this is an inſurmountable obſtacle 
to the ſale of it for the purpoſes of malting; and in wet 
ſeaſons the growth of the ſtraw has been ſo encouraged by 
the hoeing; that it has dropped before harveſt, and the grain 
has been but of little value. Laſt year I divided a ten- acre 


piece, and drilled part with white Poland oats, in equidiſtant 


ros of one foot, after the rate of one buſhel and a half, 
| tt Hg the ou of oy OTE hor 

Acre. 1 n 
15 bine done 1 Apeily Fenn ack * 
oy "Fiz broadeaft the remainder of the field, with the ſame 
ſort of ſeed, after the rate of {ix buſhels per acre; Though 
ſown laſt; the broadca/? was ripe a fortnight before the-drilled. 
The grain was of better quality, regularly ripe, and the pro- 

dace ten | buſhels//per acre more, The drilled crop, ſown 
thicl, was better than the other. Were I to renew my 
practice of drilling, I would (particularly in ſpring erops) 
depoſit nearly double the quantity of ſeed recommended by 
the advocates ſor drilling, and GEMS OO men the 
uſual time of ſowing broadcaſt, 

For beans, peaſe, vetches, turnips, „ Potatoes (th, and 
al groſs-growing plants and roots, drilling. cannot have a 
more warm advocate than myſelf; and with reſpect to wheat 
crops on light ſandy ſoils that are ſubject to weeds, the, ope- 
ration of hoeing, which neceſſarily follows that of drilling, 
may frequently be of eſſential ſervice not only to the wheat 
crop, but to the ſucceeding ones; but with reſpect to corn 
in general, and particularly barley and oats, I muſt for the 
preſent demur, at leaſt, till I have ſeen better proofs, in fa- 
vour of the drill ſyſtem. Perhaps, indeed, the ill ſucceſs 
which I have experienced, and particularly the late ripening 
"OP ienti 
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8 5 Atter giving every tribute of merit to the author of this Survey, 
which Mr. ANDERDON thinks he richly deſerves, Mr. A. feels him- 
ſelf, in ſome meaſure, called upon to ſay ſomething to the objections 


ſtated againſt the practice of drilling, which carry with them very 


great plauſibility And, indeed, the firſt objection muſt be een 
Aden in all its force. 


To the ſecond; he anſwers; His Wheat crops, though not cdwiyh 


free from ſuch complaints, (when general) have been leſs ſubject to 


ruſt, blight, and mildew, than broadcaſt, crops; and never more ſub- 
ject than theſe to the ill effects of wind. But frequently, when the 
wind has blown the ſtanding corn, ſo as to bend it on one ſide, and the 


weight of the ears has kept it in that poſition, no injury has enſued, 


the corn has ſtood very well, and ſq as to be eaſily reaped. = 

To the third objection, he admits, that the ſtraw is ranker, but 
fands Riff, and is not more oY to * TIO the ann ah 
rally, not ſo ſubjeRt. 

_ Theſe advantages e his Acilled ol ee crope, Me, 
A. imputes to the effe&ts of his making ſtone-lime a JO ingre- 
dient in his compoſt-heaps. _ 

To the fourth objection. He puts in his wheat crops in good ſea- 
ſon, and has never failed of reaping them by the middle of Auguſt. 
But, in very expoſed ſituations, he thinks this objeRtion may be fatal, 
though he has never found it ſo. in the vale of Taunton. As a proof 
of his harveſting his drilled wheat in good order, as well as in good 
ſeaſon, his bailiff aſſures him, he has not reaped a buſhel of grown · 


wheat in the courſe of thirteen years paſt. 


As a demonſtration of the fair chances of drilled crops, he has 
threſhed one field of drilled and horſe-hoed wheat of laſt harveſt (not 
the beſt) which grew on hilly ground, It is a field of three acres, and 
produced ſixty-three buſhels and one peck. It was reaped J uly the 
zoth, (1704) and there cannot be a finer ſample of wheat for ſeed, or 
for the miller. This crop was ſecond wheat. 

Mr. ANDERDON drilled a field of oats, without borſe-hoeing, in 
equidiſtant rows, except one part ſown broadcaſt, by its ſide, for an 
experimental trial. It was a light bad ſort of oat, the Tartarian, but 


both very good crops. No one, by the eye, could diſtinguiſh which 
wes beſt, On cutting and threſhing a perch of each my * 


278 AGRICULTURAL: SURVEY 


I cannot diſmiſs this ſubject without paying a zuſt tribute 
of approbation to that ingenious mechanic and enlightened 

i the Rev. J. Cooke, whoſe drill-machine, and 
horſe- hoe are well adapted to the for which they 
are deſigned. Though we cannot accord on the ſubject of 
the drill-huſbandry, I muſt give my unqualified aſſent to his 
general principles reſpecting the preparation of land for 
arable crops; and I verily think, that his inſtruments called 
the _ and i are the bett contrivances I rer 
of weeds. 

The uſual ſeed - time for wheat is W but it is 
frequently ſown after turnips, ſo Jate as January or February, 
notwithſtanding which, the crop is ripe and harveſted, i in a 
favourable ſeaſon, by the middle of Auguſt. Ga 
peaſe are planted about Candlemas, white peaſe are planted 
at Lady-day, horſe-beans from Candlemas to Lady-dayz 
oats are ſown in March, barley in April and the beginning 
of May; peaſe are harveſted rather before wheat, barley at 
the end of Auguſt, oats and beans in September, 
Of wheat they generally ſow two buſhels, peaſe four 
buſhels, beans five buſhels, planted by women with dibbles 

or ſetting-ſticks promiſcuouſly all over the land, and the 
crop is ſeldom weeded; oats five buſhels, yy three buſhels 
and a half per acre, 

Of late a few farmers be drilled their beans in rows 
twenty inches aſunder, horſe-hoeing them; others thirteen 
or fourteen inches aſunder, hand-hoeing the alley, at the 


to each other, in the beſt part of the field, the broadcaſt produced at 
the rate of ſixty buſhels an acre, the drilled at the rate of feventy-two 
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have depoſited nearly the fame quantity of ſeed as in the 
Ihe produce has been uniformly ſuperior to thoſe planted 
in theo enibed, EO 
: Rotation of crops on the clayey lam. i-4 
1ſt. Fallow manured with un cet A hi | 
r TEE 
of the head-lands, = i 


2d, Wheat Ith. Clover 
zd. Beans eee Clover 
Ath. Barley + ee Wheat. 


| The grub has of late years ſo attacked the wheat foutn 
| on the clover lays, tht this prafice is in ſome meaſure bi 
continued, 
In the foregoing rotation, the crops are good; ſeldom leſs 
than twenty-five or thirty buſhels of wheat, and the ſame 
quantity of beans. The beans are planted promiſcuouſly, 
after the rate of five buſhels of ſeed to an acre; and after 
beans they ſometimes ſow the winter vetch; feed it twice in 
the ſpring, and prepare the land for wheat. 
| In no county are the farmers more attentive to the mode | 
of ſowing wheat, or laying up their lands in ſuch form as 
to ſecure them from injury by winter rains; and the quality 
of the grain is ſuch, as to induce the farmers of Suſſex, 
Hants, and Berks, to purchaſe it for ſeed at Weyhill fair at 
a great price; ſeldom leſs than ten ſhillings and fix-pence 
per buſhel. | 
An implement called s inattock is nouch wad hank. [old 
is peculiar, I believe, to the Weſt of England; it is of great 
ſervice in ſowing wheat and peaſe on clay lands; the ridges 
conſiſt of ſix furrows, with a furrow left unploughed be- 
tween . The labourers 


with 


. . 
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with a mattock chop the furrows abroad, and bring part of 
the earth againſt the comb; the ſeed is then ſown and har- 
rowed with two horſes abreaſt, each horſe going on the 


 -comb; they then (with a plough called a combing plough) 


ou 


divide it; the plough being conſtructed to throw one half 
of it as a furrow to the right, and the other to the left; 


the labourers then go over the ridges a ſecond time with 


their mattocks, and ſtrike thoſe furrows towards the middle 


of the ridges, which effectually covers what grain the har- 
rows may have left uncovered, and n. the ridges in the 
ſhape of a neat aſparagus bed. 

This method is very well calculated fiir Hoey and wet 
lands, where it would be Pon for the cattle to en 


on the ground. 


An acre a day is the uſual quantity done 


On Hehe les loam, the an rotation is pralii 16 
"1ſt, Wheat. 2d. Peaſe. 3d. Barley. 4th. Winter- 


Mi eps produce a good feed by the latter end of 


March or beginning of April, and are fed a ſecond time at 


the latter end of May; the land is then ploughed once, and 


ſown with turnips, which are hoed and N before . 


Chriſtmas; and 5th, Wheat again. 


A better ſyſtem is adopted by ſome, viz. ſublituring bar- 


ley as the fifth crop, on which clover is ſown. The clover 


is well manured the enſuing winter, ſpring-fed, and cut in 


tte autumn for ſeed; after which wheat is ſown on one 


ploughing as the ſeventh crop. 
In the pariſh of Biſhop's-Lidiard they frequently plough ' 


their wheat-ſtubble ſoon after harveſt, give it a good dreſſing 
of rotten-dung, and let it lie in ridges during the winter. 
In the months of February and March they ſow carrots, 
which are fit to be dug up the latter end of July; they then 


la 
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ſow turnips or plant cabbages, and after theſe ſow barley 
and graſs ſeeds, On rich fandy loam this huſban Iry can⸗ 
not be too much extolled. 


It is not the general praftice withio- theſe bn 
give the arable land a compleat fallow. They more fre- 


quently introduce what they call a, pin fallow, which is 
ploughing after vetches, clover, or beans, two or three times, 
to prepare for a ſucceeding crop of wheat. In this way 
they put on a good gs of rotten dp EY 
ee * | e 


| RHUBARB, 


' At Williton near Watchet, the Turkey Aub 1 10 
cultivated, and brought to great perfection by Mr. BALL, 
ſurgon, of that place. His management of this root having 
been particularly deſcribed in the annual publication of the 
Society of Arts, &c. I ſhall not notice it here, and ſhall only 
add, that equal attention and ſucceſs have attended the ex- 
ertions of JaMzs BERNARD, eſq; of Crowcombe, in the 
fame article, though in a different climate and foil. _ 
Mr, BERNAND has alſo lately introduced to this country 
ſome farmers from Norfolk, whoſe example, it is to be 
hoped, will excite in the neighbouring renters a diſpoſition 
to clean and meliorate their land, by turnips and other i im- 


2 crops, 


* The general mode of ——_ the harveſt crops in this part of 
the country is a ſtriking object to a farmer from a different part of 
the kingdom—it is on horſes backs. The face of the country is in- 
deed ſo generally ſteep as to render this cuſtom not ſurpriſing to a 
ſpectator even manure is conveyed to the land by ſingle horſes, in a 
dung-pot fixed on each ſide of a pack-ſaddle. In carrying corn, a 
large wooden crook on each fide of the ſaddle is laden with the ſheaves, 


and when diſcharged in the barn, or at the mow, the horſe is ridden _ 


away to be reladen, and in this way greater expedition is made than 
by wagons, or any other mode of conveyance. U. C. 


282 AGRICULTURAL SURVEY 


CHAPTER VII. | 
0 R 0 H _ R D 8. 


EFORE I quit this rich and delightful vale, I muſt not 
paſs by unnoticed, their orchards, from which cider is 
made in the higheſt perfection. There are many gentlemen 
in the neighbourhood of Taunton who ſell their beſt cider 
for five or ſix pounds per hogſhead; and jt is ſuppoſed that 
they poſſeſs an art, peculiar to themſelves, of conducting the 
fermentation, and thereby preſerving a rich and delicious 
flavour. The beſt fruit delights in a ſtrong clayey ſoil, and 


ſells from three to five or ſix guineas per hogſhead, is reduced to a 
ſyſtem; and there are ſome perſons who, on being furniſhed with a 
ſufficient quantity of apples, undertake to make and carry it through 
the whole proceſs at the price of fifteen ſhillings a hogſhead. But the 
method of doing this they endeavour to keep a profound ſecret. The 
writer of this note, who is in poſſeſſion of this method, and has prac- 
tiſed it ſucceſsfully for his private uſe, deſirous that all makers of cider, 
who think it worth their attention, may profit by 15 Hes this op- 


. g e it more enen 


PROCESS. 


The apples heing ripe, but not rotten, and all of the —.— fort, that 
the fermentation may be more uniform, grind and preſs them mode- 
rately, but by no means cloſely. Pour the liquor into a tub to kive, 
and when the brown head (which will riſe on it ſooner or later as the 
weather is more warm or cold) begins to crack, and the white froth 
appears in the cracks level with the ſurface of the head, it muſt be 
drawn off in order for tunning into your veſſel. At this time a great 
deal of feculence is thrown to the top, as well as depoſited at the 

bottom, and if the liquor is continued longer in the tub, the head will 
 _ Fink the bottom riſe, and a ſtrong fermentation take place, which it 
will be difficult to ſubdue, and which carries away the ſweets, Pro- 
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— mm 
which add much to its quality for keeping; but unleſs great 
attention be obſerved in making, the labour is inzvain; for 


cider requires much greater nicety of management than 


malt liquors. The apples are ſuffered to fall off the trees, 
or when thoroughly ripe, are picked with great care,* They 
are then put in heaps to ferment, and remain in that ſtate 
for three or four weeks; after they are ground, and the li-. 

quor is expreſſed, it is ſuffered to remain in tubs, from thirty 
to forty hours, when a ſcum, or froth, will riſe on the top; 
this they narrowly watch, and when it breaks, they rack for 
the firſt time into veſlels; after which, unremitting attention 


ceeding in your operation, tun into a hogſhead veſſel three pail-fulls or 
about fifteen gallons of this cider. This done, burn in the veſſel a 
ſtrong match made with nearly a quarter of a pound of ſtone brim- 
ſtone, ſtopping the bung as cloſe as poſſible, that none of the fume 
may eſcape. When the match is quite burnt out, open the bung, and 
immediately pour in four ounces of ſweet ſpirit of nitre. Put in the 
bung tight again, and roll the veſſel ſtrongly for near half an hour, by 
which time the ſmoke of the match will be deſtroyed and taken up by 
the liquor. Then ſet the veſſel in its place, fil it to within a finger's 
breadth of the top, but no higher, and let it ſtand till the month of 
- February. In this month it will be coming fine, and muſt be watched 
attentively, and examined frequently by a peg in the barrel, When 
perfectly fine, it muſt be immediately drawn off and tunned into the 
ſame veſſel, after waſhing out the lee, burning alſo at this racking a 
ſmaller brimſtone match. It is directed to be drawn off immediately 
when quite fine, becauſe a very few Hours produce an amazing altera= 
tion. It becomes turbid and foul, the' ſecond fermentation is com» 

menced, the*ſweets fly off, and all the preceding trouble'is ons 
of no effect. R. P. | 
I would here particularly caution all farmers poſſeſſing Fs: 
not to fall in with the 'uſual cuſtom of beating down the apples with 

ſticks, 

Fearly in the autumn the buds for the ſucceeding year are formed, 
and being tender, are ſoon deſtroyed. To this violent attack on the 
branches may, in a great degree, be attributed the RM 

of trees to deln fruit two ſucceſſive years. 
1 
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is neceſſary to prevent Ale, eee eee oy _ and fre. 
| b ers rackings. ' 
* Where the natural foils not good of iſ, ſuch manure 
eee ined witte eee ee jtoitemper; =. 
If the ſoil be a cold heavy clay, horſe-dung, coak and 
ſoaper's aſhes, will bring it to a due temperament. e es 
If it be light and hollow, marl, or mud from ponds Ko 
rivers, highway dirt mixed with lime, cow dung, &c. will 
mellow and inrich it; and if the ſpade be occafionally em- 
ployed to dig around, without wounding the roots, a fruit 
tree may he made to bear more end to produce 
richer fruit. | | 
_ Improvement of the heads is alſo of as 3 s 
as of the roots; and this ſhould be particularly attended to 
in the early growth of apple trees. This is reckoned a very 
material part of tree huſbanding, for according as the head 
of the tree is firſt trained, fo it will grow in a form more or 
leis regular. Even in old orchards, judicious pruning has 
frequently made unfruitful trees bear in great abundance. 
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CHAPTER VIII 


Ks diviſion does not Spc with oak, but * grows 


in hedges, and if their heads are not unfairly lopt, get 

to a ſize ſufficiently large for the keels of ſhips of war. For 
the moſt part they grow from the inchors or ſuckers of the 
neighbouring trees; probably ſome from ſeed. Few are 
_ planted from nurſeries, nor is there often any occaſion for 


it, elm being the ſpontaneous production of the country. = 


Their heads or fide-branches. are ſeldom mutilated, it 


| bein - underſtood that the ſtem {wells ; in proportion to the 


{ap that is drawn from the root to the head. 
There are many coppices (chiefly of oak underwood) on 
the declivity of Quantock and other hills, but they are 
under no ſyſtem of management. | 11. heir value, at preſent, 
oof 2 years N is from four to 792 e per acre. 
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CHAPTER IX. 
WASTES. 


I an Agricultural Survey of the county of Somerſet, it 
A will naturally be expected that particular notice ſhould 
de taken of the foreſt of Exmoor; its vaſt extent, and ca- 
 pability of improvement, render it an E well worthy of 
attention. 
This foreft extends from North to South about eight 
miles, rf from Eaſt to Welt ten or twelve; containing, 
according to an accurate ſurvey lately made, about nineteen 
thouſand nine hundred acres. Nearly at the centre of this 
large tract of land is an eſtate called Simon/bath, incloſed, 
and conſiſting of about two hundred acres, with a dwelling- 
houſe, licenſed and frequented as an inn; and all offices be- 
longing to it convenient for the management of the farm, 
and tranſacting the concerns of the foreſt. Here the 
foreſter has an annual fale for the ſmah horſes that are bred 
on the ſurrounding hills; and here alſo, during the month 
of May, he meets the farmers from all the country round, 
who enter in his books the number of ſheep which are de- 
paſtured with him, at the rate of five-pence per head. The 
ſmall horſes (in the whole upwards of four hundred) are 
not taken into better keeping, nor to more ſheltered grounds, 
during the ſevereſt winter. When the ſnow covers the 
foreſt to the depth of many feet, theſe hardy animals are 
_ ſeen in droves, traverſing the little vallies and ſheltered parts, 
gathering their ſcanty fare from the banks of rivulets and 
warm ſprings; but the ſheep are almoſt all driven off for the 
winter, in the months of November, December, and Janu- 
ary, according as the ſeaſon is more or leſs ſevere. 


The 
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The river Barl runs adjoining to this eſtate, but reſigns 
its name on being joined by a ſmall ſtream, about two miles 
to the Eaſt, called the Ex. This ſtream takes its riſe in a 
low ſwampy ſpot of ground, about two miles North-Eaſt of 
Simonſbath, and runs to the other end of the foreſt; be- 
comes, when joined by the Barl, a very conſiderable river, 
and in its paſſage to Exmouth, paſſes by Bampton, Tiverton, 
and Exeter, to which, and Exmouth, in ttm: 

as well as to this extenſive foreſt, - 
| een Barl and Ex, a number er ſmall rulers 
mi ſhould ever a — — be Wee, | 

water in theſe rivulets ſeems of the pureſt kind; it is not 

I | 
any doubt, is favourable to vegetation. 
On the ſummits of the hills, and eſpecially on the Welt | 

and North, are fwwamps of many acres extent. They are 
cut up as turf, at the rate of eight-pence or twelve-pence 
per thouſand, paid to the tenant of the foreſt, and would be 
an inexhauſtible ſtock of fuel to any inhabitants ſettling on 
the better part, as well as of black peat for burning lime, 
wn mm, ms nanufaQure Wenn 
is uſed. 

The eee „„ 
tract of land without inhabitants, very bad, and in ſome 
places ſcarcely paſſable. But the whole abounds with ma- 
terials to make them firm and eee eee 

and few bridges would be neceſſary. b | 
Excepting a few ines n tees ter ahi BinabNG 
rivulets, not a tree or a buſh, out of Simonſbath eſtate, is 
to be ſeen on the whole foreſt; but plantations of moſt kinds 
need no more ſhelter, nor better ſoil, than is to be met with 
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here. Oak, firs, beech, and elm, would thrive in all che 
parts eapable of tillage. And a very large proportion of the 
whole needs but the ſpirit, and the fortune, of ſome one or 
more of our wealthy gentlemen in England, whoſe atten- 
tion, if turned this way, ſanctioned by the royal proprietor, 
would render the foreſt of Exmoor, in a few years, as fair 
a proſpect as the ſurrounding country; and not an uſeleſs 
and void ſpace, as it now is, in the map of the county of 

Somerſet. The term ghſeliſi, however, may be ſaid. by ſome | 
to be miſapplied, when the quantity of ſheep is mentioned 
is ed on it. From the e rave 
had, twenty-two thouſand are ſummered here, beſides the 
four hundred horſes beforementioned; but the race is ſo 
ſmall, and their value ſo trifling, that little profit acerues to 
the owner. Veins both of copper and iron have been diſ- 
covered, that might be worked to advantage, conſidering 
how convenient the ſituation is for ſhipping off the _—_—; 
Porlock, Lymouth, and Combmarten, all-ſea-ports; not 

| => yy e miles __ Mt: ORs the 
pelt each of thoſe W e 400 . from 1 and 
Barnſtable, veſſels are every week paſſing to Wales (where 
founderies have been long eſtabliſhed) in ballaſt; A large 
vein of lime-ſtone is known to paſs from Eaſt to Weſt near 
the centre of the foreſt, and proper ſtone is found for build- 
ing on almoſt every part, And to compleat the whole, fate 
of a good quality has been dug up in large quantities not far 
from Simonſbath; and there is every reaſon to think it may 

be found in other places. Water is in plenty in every part, 
as beforementioned: and ſeveral market-towns are within 
a few miles of the foreſt. Large tracts of land are well 
adapted for the tillage of flax, which is known to thrive 
- OS unvegetated ground, with 4 ſtrong deep ſoil. 


The 
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The grain which thrives in the adjoining pariſhes would, 
no doubt, flouriſh here; and a ready ſale would be found in 
the neighbouring markets, or by being xp from the 
ports on the Briſtol channel. 

The aſhes, ariſing from the weeds and other extraneous 
matter on the ſurface being burnt, mixed with lime, would 
be a firſt dreſſing, preparatory to a crop of turnips or corn. 

From the produce of the crops would ariſe manure for 
future tillage; and what is now a barren waſte, might be 
made worth from five to twenty ſhillings per acre. 1 0 

The plan for incloſures and buildings on the foreſt, I 
would recommend, is this: Let there be a ſmall town or 
village erected near the middle, ſuppoſe by Simonſbath- 
houſe, which ſhould form proper reſidences for artificers 
and huſbandmen, to be employed in building farm-houſes, 
and incloſing many a comfortable eſtate round them. From 
this centre town, or village, it would be eaſy to get a ſupply 
of proviſions and all other neceſſaries, as a butcher, baker, 
ſhopkeeper, &c. might be there ſettled. And, till other 
houſes or villages ſhould be built, labourers, artificers, and 

workmen, might find lodgings, proviſions, &c. in the bor- 
dering pariſhes, many of which, at this time, have more la- 
bourers than they can well employ. The method of fencing, 
cultivating, manuring, &c. would vary but little from the 
plan adopted on Mendip hills; and if proſecuted with vigour, 
would tend to leſſen the poor's rates, and would train up a 
rug een be G and induſtry, ina of. t and 
idleneſls. = 
Beſides Exmoor, there are ſeveral hundred acres of un- 

cultivated land around Dunkry, and on Gennes and 
Brandon hills. 


# 
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CHAPTER X. 
IMPROVEMENTS. 


TYXCEPTING ſome peat turf on Blackdown, there is 
4 ſcarcely any fenny land to be met with. On foils any 
ways inclined to a weeping ſurface, great attention is paid to 
draining, which is done by digging the drains deep, filling 
part of them with clean picked ſtones, and covering with 
earth to the depth of fix or eight inches. Where ſtones are 
ſcarce, ſhoulder trenching is practiſed, but theſe are liable to 
be filled up with the workings of the mole, f unleſs water 

conſtantly runs in them.“ On the whole, perhaps open 
dns are preferable to covered on graſs land. 

All tenants are reſtricted in their leaſes from paring and 
burvng and the e is e known, | 


ke. The workings of the mole are a very lender objection to the uſe 
of ſhoulder trenching; for if the pipe be ſunk two feet deep i in the 
clay, as it always ought to he, it is very rarely ſtopped ; but if it ſhould 
ſo happen, the remedy is eaſy without much coſt or labour. In point 
of expence, it is three-fourths cheaper than ſtone draining, the average 
price of the former being three-pence per rope of twenty feet, of the 
latter one ſhilling. If the drain be cut eleven inches wide, the ſhoulder 
left four inches on each ſide of the pipe or channel, the inverted turf 
will have a firm bearing of eight parts in eleven; and it muſt be very 
rotten indeed, if the remainder three inches ever fall in. Of near a 
hundred acres adjoining each other, thus drained in the laſt three years, 
not one pipe has yet been ſtopped by the working of the mole or 
otherwiſe, though the lands are ſkirted by a large wood; and woods 
are very frequently a ſecure retreat and nurſery for that animal. R. P. 


® The great ſkill of draining land conſiſts in cutting off the water 
/ at its ſource. One deep drain, judiciouſly placed, will frequently pre- 
clude the neceſſity of any other; in moſt inſtances, ſuch a drain ſhould 
be near that part of the declivity from which the ſprings iſſue. This 
Tas on the poſition of the _ ſubſtratum, and on the height 

of 


/ 
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CHAPTER Kl. 


LIVE STOCK. 


T. ſtock of Taunton-Dean is ty neat end | 
| and ſheep; the former of the North Devon, the latter' 
of the Dorſet breed, both excellent of their kind. Many 
graziers prefer the oxen bred in this diſtrict to thoſe of 
| Barnſtaple, South-Molton, Torrington, &c. and the ſheep 
are conſidered as equally profitable with the Leiceſterſhire 
breed, which have been introduced, but do not gain ground. 1 
e dairy farmers are accuſtomed to take in ſheep to 
keep during the winter, viz. from the beginning of October 
and November, to the 5th of April; the uſual prices are, 
for hog ſheep five ſhillings, and for ewes ſeven or eight ſhil- 
lings per head. The Dorſetſhire flocks are greatly im- 
proved by this cuſtom, a the Fes of Keeping) is on the 
advance. 

Oxen are principally uſed, and are for the moſt part 
worked in yokes; ſome, however, are advocates for working 
ſingly in harneſs, and there can be no doubt but oxen may 

| - be uſed more to advantage this way than the other. The 
| ſhape of an ox's breaſt is peculiarly ill calculated to bear the 
en of the bow; and when worked had in py oy. 


— 


of the reſervoir from whence the ſprings are fed. A judicious ſurvey | ' 20 
of the adjacent land, and a liberal uſe of the borer, are neceſſary pre- | 
liminaries to a cheap and effetual remedy for wet land, and there are 
few men in the kingdom poſſeſſed of equal ſkill in this department of 
agriculture with Mr. ELKINGTON, of Lancaſhire, whoſe fame is not 
confined to the county in which he lives, but is known and . 
i ki in many parts of the kingdom. 


* 1 
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are apt to get into a habit of leaning againſt each other, by 
which their progreſſive motion is much impeded. But of 
all methods, that which is practiſed in Portugal, Flanders, 
ſome part of Ireland, and other countries, namely, working 
them by the head and horn, is, in my opinion, the beſt. 

I once ſaw on the farm of Lord SHannon, near Cork 
in Ireland, three ploughs at work on a ſtrong ſoil, drawn 
each by a pair of oxen abreaſt, in a manner ſimilar to the 
application of horſes in Norfolk, The harneſs conſiſted of 
a long rein of untanned leather, which was fixed to the 
yoke, and then interſected the horns two or three times; 
after which it paſſed from the back of the horn over the 
forehead; to prevent the bruiſing of which, a matting was 
placed of ſufficient thickneſs to ſecure it from injury. In 
this way the animals puſbed, rather than drew, and with ap- 
parent eaſe ploughed an acre a day each without a driver, 
turning at land-end with as much docility as horſes, His 
lordſhip informed me, that two moderate-ſized oxen had, 
| ſome time before, drawn home from the corn-field, (a diſ- 
tance of two miles) in a French ſkeleton cart, as many 
ſheaves of wheat as weighed upwards of three ton, and with 
no apparent EO exertion. 


SHEEP. 


There are two ſorts of ſheep in this country, the one a 
native breed, without horns, well made, and covered with 
a thick fleece of wool, weighing in general ſeven or eight 
pounds; the other a ſmall horned ſheep, called Exmoor 
ſheep, bought, when hoggits, at South-Molton market, 
(April 12) at about ten ſhillings to fourteen ſhillings each, 
and fattened on turnips. The firſt is a valuable ſort, not 
much unlike the Leiceſter breed; and their fleeces may be 
, conſidered as a moſt profitable article to the breeder, as 


they ; 
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they ſometimes reach even the weight of twelve pounds, 
and ſell at about ten- pence per pound. The fale ewes are 
put to the ram about the latter end of July, and the ſtock 
ewes about a month after. Voung rams are preferred, as 
it is ſuppoſed that old ones degenerate the quality and weight 
of their wool, The wethers of this breed, when two years 
old, and fatted on turnips, attain the weight of about 
twenty-five pounds per quarter; and being driven to Briſtol 

market (a diſtance of near ſixty miles) are ſold, without 
their fleece, in the months of 155 and June. No 1 
pructiſed. 

The ſecond ſort are kept on the foreſt of 3 i 
the adjoining hills, for two or three years, merely for the 
annual profit of their fleeces; the weight of which ſeldom 
exceeds four pounds. They are fattened on turnips, and 
fold without their wool, Weight of carcaſe from fourteen 
| pounds to eighteen pounds per quarter, h 

Though theſe ſheep in appearance are vaſtly inferior to 
thoſe before deſcribed, being in their youth ſubject to a 
_ precarious ſubſiſtence on the foreſts and hills, it is the opi- 
nion of many ſenſible farmers that they are E an as 
profitable ok. 


OXEN, 


The oxen of this country are large, well made, and beau- 
tiful animals. They are almoſt all red. They are yoked 
at three years old, and worked till they are five or fix, when 
they are ſold to the graziers, at prices from ten pounds $ to 
_ twenty-two pounds each ox. | 


——ů——— 


® Is it not very extraordinary, that, in ſo hilly a country, this me- 
thod of manuring land ſhould be almoſt unknown? Perhaps the 
weight of their fleeces may indiſpoſe the ſheep for lying too cloſe to» 
- gether, without creating the ſcab or ſome other diſorders. 


/ 
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CHAPTER XII. 3 
| RURAL COTE EY” 


HE 5 of W ee the whole digrict, is 
nearly the ſame, viz. Men, through the year, one ſhil- 
ing per day and beer; women, for weeding and common 
work, ſix-pence per day; and for mattocking the wheat and 
hay- making, eight- pence per day. But contract labour is 
gaining ground daily; and in this way men will earn four- 
pence or ſix-· pence per 595 more than at day-work. 


PROVISIONS. 


"op he price of proviſions is comparatively erde In 
Taunton the beſt beef, mutton, veal, and lamb, may be had 
by agreement with the butchers, at four-pence per pound 
the winter, and three-pence halfpenny the ſummer half 
year; turkey, three ſhillings and fix-pence; gooſe, three 
ſhillings; ducks, two ſhillings and ſix-pence a couple; and 

 fowls, two ſhillings ; fiſh, at certain times, very cheap. 

Ni. B. This vas in 1794 


FUEL, 


| Cont is Cake 5900 Wales. The W bak vue 
| en Wood gets ſcarcer and dearer every year. 


CHAPTER 
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cu TER Ni 
POLITICAL (ECONOMY. 


Mer attempts have been made by the pet wall 
growers in this diſtrict to eſtabliſh an annual fair in 
or about the e thereof, for the ſale of their wool; but 
hitherto the wool- buyers have rather ſet their faces againſt | 
the meaſure:—this is the more extraordinary, as it muſt be 
apparent, to men converſant with this buſineſs, that the | 
preſent mode of buying at the farmers houſes, and giving 
indiſcriminately the ſame price for wool of very different 
qualities, is not only uryuſt, but fam; ke ee in its 
conſequences. | 1 
| Were the fleece to fetch a price in proportion to its elean- 
neſs and fineneſs, (which is the caſe at eſtabliſhed fairs) the 
grower would be excited to care and attention in theſe 
weed | | | | 


MANUFACTURES. 


| 1 a century ago tlie woollen manufactures in the 
town of Taunton were in a very flouriſhing condition, and 
of courſe ſome of their benefits devolved to the agriculturiſt; 
but of late years the warmth of party at the elections of 
their repreſentatives in parliament has run ſo high, that it 
nas not ſubſided from one election to another; by which 
means manufactures declined, and have been removed to 
Wellington and other places. 80 that it may fairly be in- 
ferred, that if the right of election to members in parlia- 


ment has been injurious to any ö in the kingdom, i 


it has been ſo to this. 


Them 
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| There are, however, ſome hopes that trade may revive 

. as the carding and ſpinning machinery has been lately 
introduced with conſiderable ſpirit and perſeverance. Some 
gentlemen in this town have lately formed a connection with 
the patentees poſſeſſing the ſecret of making cloth without 


either ſpinning or weaving; and the ſamples they have ex- 


hibited gave flattering hopes of ſucceſs.“ 

Though the trade of Taunton has declined, yet con- 
fiderable manufactories are carried on at Wellington, Wi- - 
veliſcombe, and other places; and many thouſand. hands are 
employed therein. 

It cannot be totally 8 to our ounele to mention 
the ſalmon and herring fiſhery of Porlock, Minehead, and 
Watchet, which for ſome years paſt has been carried on to 
ſome conſiderable extent. 

The lower claſſes of people have, in conſequence, ob- 
tained a cheap and wholſome food, particularly ſince the - 
legiſlature has taken off the duty on falt uſed i in curing 525 6 
latter of theſe fiſh for home conſumption. 

It were to be wiſhed that this fiſhery could be paler | 
promoted and encouraged; as it would be a means of fur- 
niſhing employ, during the winter, for thoſe ſailors who are 
engaged in the PETE, and culm trade, during the ſum- 
mer months. 
Their frequent journies acroſs the Channel make them 

excellent pilots; and a hardy and ſkilful race of ſailors would 
_ occaſionally recruit that grand butwark bad the nation the 
e Navy, ” 


3 * This plan of making cloth i is now (1199) intirely abandoned=—at . 
1 _,) in this and the n county of Port; 


A RECA- 
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or ru 
HINTS F OR IMPROVEMENT, 
ALREADY SUGGESTED IN THE  PRECEDIN G — | 
WITH SOME 
ADDITIONAL REMARKS | 


iſt, Incloſe and cultivate all Waſte Lands ſuſceptible of Toh 
| provement, and divide and inchſe the Common Fields. +: 


5 N few gentlemen of landed property in this county 
have ſhewn that attention to the advancement of 
rural ceconomy, or to the improvement of agriculture,which 
a a ſcience of ſuch importance merits: this is the more ex- 
traordinary, as their own intereſt is ſo deeply involved, and 

as great examples have been ſhewn them by the nobility 
and gentry of other counties, and even by Majeſty itſelf, . 
It is no uncommon thing for untitled gentlemen to ap- 
prentice the younger branches of their family to trade, for 
| five or ſeven years: And why not to agriculture? It can- 
not be becauſe the former is a more reſpectable occupation 
_ than the latter. I rather think, it is becauſe the acquire- 
ment of knowledge in the one is conſidered as more dif- 
ficult than in the other. The general opinion ſeems to 
be, that any one may become a farmer: How egregiouſly 
are they miſtaken who think thus! I have known both, 
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and can truly fay, that more experience, care, aſſiduity, pa- 
tience, and attention, are requiſite in a farmer, than i in a 
tradeſman of any deſeription whateyer. 

The various cauſes which have operated to retard the 
progreſs of improvement, have been ſo fully ſtated before, 
that I ſhall only add, by way of encouragement; that the 
lands of Mendip hills, incloſed and cultivated in the courſe 


of the laſt thirty or forty years, are now worth nearly ten 


thouſand pounds per annum, which in their original ſtate 
did not exceed fifteen hundred pounds; and the advan- 


ages attending the incloſing and TE" the low lands _ 
been ſtill greater. 


It was naturally expected that ſo great an acceflion of 
arable land would introduce ſuch a plenty of corn (particu- 
larly of oats) in the adjacent markets, as would be accom- 
panied with a proportionable diminution in price; but no 
ſuch conſequences have followed. The average price of 


. cats for the. laſt twenty years has not been leſs than eighteen 
- ſhillings per quarter, I incheſter meaſure. From this cir- 
cumſtance, ſome have been fooliſh enough to queſtion the 
- preſumed advantage, exultingly crying, Is not corn dearer 
e than it was before? Are not the poor's rates equally high? 
« W here then are the happy conſequences derived from the 

e meaſure? Corn could not have been dearer, had no inclo- 
“ ſure taken place.” Hold! the price of every article varies 


according to the plenty or ſcarcity | in market; and if the 


Home ſupply be not ſufficient for the conſumption, other 


markets at a diſtance muſt be reſorted to. This would have 


been the caſe in the neighbourhood. of Mendip hills, had 


no incloſure taken place. The counties of Wilts and 
\ Dorſet muſt have ſupplied the deficiency ; 1 and che carriage 


(lng mould hve eee 
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7 Where 1 are [og on | bleak = 5 eminences, | 
= improve the climate by judicious and extenſrue plantations, 


Though I am no advocate for ſtandard trees in fmees, | 
yet J think large and many plantations, in elevated fitua- 
tions, are not only ornamental, but profitable, 
In this part of the kingdom, they ſhould be placed on the 
South-weft fide of a farm, as the wind from this quarter 
is moſt injurious. The Scotch fir will endure almoſt any 
ſeverity of climate, and the beech will reſiſt the deſtructive 
influence of the ſea-breeze; next to theſe, in point of hardi- 
neſs, are the /arch, the ſycamore, the aſh, and the birch, _ 
Such plantations may be placed at the angles of the large 
fields, or on ſpots too rocky and uneven. to admit the 
plough. They ſhould be planted when young, and great 

care ſhould be taken to ſecure them from cattle; this is beſt 
done by a ſtone wall, for hedges are liable to be broken 
down by ſportſmen, and the work of many years may be 
deſtroyed in one night, A ſpirited planter would rather ſee - 
cattle in a field of ripe corn, than in a new-made planta- 
tion. The damage in one inſtance is my Not in the 
"Pune" it is nearly nag | | 


q 3dly. . mark, lime, or chalk, can be procurtd within 
2 reaſonable diflance, negleft not a liberal uſe thereef; and 
I deflitute of ſuch reſources, be careful to make as much dung 
. Poſſible by folding ſheep, houſing all forts of cattle, preſeru= 
ing urine, collefling woollen rags, . 1255 horn 
ſhavings, bones, Sc. Ec. | 


In the Northern part of the county beat oth 
"cart ali lis! are in great abundance, The former is dug 
lor about . per ton; numme 
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the land to which it is applied, the carriage is very willing. 
There can be, therefore, no excuſe for thoſe people who 
poſſeſs ſuch a treaſure, and yet forbear the uſe of it. Won 
derful, however, as it may appear, I can aſſure my readers, 
that there are large tracts poſſeſſing this valuable manure 
 anwrought; and in thoſe parts where it is applied, a repeti- 
tion of it ſeldom takes place in leſs than twenty-five or thirty 
years; ſo that a liberal manuring does not exceed one ſhil- 
ling and ſix - pence per acre per annum, and for this, there 
are many inſtances of an almoſt immediate advance of rent 
of twenty ſhillings per acre. 

Lime is (till more plentiful than url, and, within a dis- 
tance of ſix miles from the 'coal-pits, may be burnt for 
| faxteen or eighteen-pence per quarter, Its beneficial effects 
are univerſally known and acknowledged, and yet, ſtrange 
to relate, a ſecond application thereof ſeldom takes place in 
leſs than fifteen or twenty years: this reluctance may be 
attributed to the baneful effects, not of lime, but of an 


injudicious and exhauſting courſe of cropping, 


Allowing that arable land may be injured by a too liberal 
uſe of this manure, it muſt be allowed, that with paſture 
no ſuch conſequences could enſue. Lime, like marl, kills 
all the coarſe ſour graſſes, brings ſweet and beautiful herb- 
age, grateful to the palate of all cattle; it forms a kind of 
pan under the ſurface, by which the. nutritious particles of 
- dung are kept longer within the reach of the roots of plants, 
and is the means of making ten loads go as far as twenty 
.when applied without a previous liming, Its activity is 
not abated in the courſe of three or four years; for if the 
land be broken up at that diſtance of time, its effects are as 
viſible in the ſubſequent crops of cor as if it were imme- 
 diately applied. Happy then are thoſe farmers who poſſeſs 
ſuch and have the ſenſe and ſpirit to uſe them. 
How 
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How would a Devonſhire farmer rejoice, were he to find 
limeſtone and fuel on the ſame eſtate. In that part of the 
kingdom, to the honour of the county be it ſpoken, they 
frequently ſend twenty miles for lime, and give four-pence 
and ſix-pence per buſhel at the kiln; and our wiſe-acres of 
| Somerſet will ſcarcely beſtow et were the landlord to 
give them the lime. 
Where neither marl, lime, chalk, nor any other ſimilar 
ſubſtance dug from the bowels of the earth, can be procured, 
it behoves the farmer to be earneſtly ſolicitous to ſupply 
their places with either animal or vegetable manure. For 
this purpoſe, let him mow all his ſtubbles for litter, houſe 
his cattle during the winter months, fold his ſheep, grow a - 
large portion of turnips, cabbages, vetches, rye, &c. keep a 
numerous ſtock, and be moderate in the extent of his corn 
land. Great attention alſo ought to be paid to the ma- 
nagement of dung when made, for by neglect great part of 
its ſtrength may be loſt, When properly ſoaked with urine, 
| it ſhould be conveyed in its ſtrongeſt ſtate to the turnip land; 
or any other deſtined to receive it, in a /aw 1waggon inſtead 
of a cart. "Theſe waggons ſhould be made to open at the 
ſides, and the contents ſhould be depoſited in large heaps of 
ten or fifteen loads each, with conſiderable elevation; and 
it ſhould be ſhook abroad with as much care as a gardener 
takes in making a cucumber-bed. By theſe means, a ſtrong 
fermentation is excited, and burning þ is unneceſſary, and per- 
| haps injurious. | 


Particular care ſhould alſo be taken to root out docks, thiſtles, and 
other pernicious plants, which, if allowed to bring their ſeeds to per- 
fection will be diſperſed by the wind, to the infinite prejudice of all the 
ſurrounding lands; and the richer theſe lands are, the ſooner wil ! 
theſe noxious weeds be propagated, 


From 
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From theſe heaps, placed e eee 
one acre, it may be wheeled and ſpread for two-pence half- 


penny per load. In this method of hauling out dung, three 


waggons, four horſes, and five men are employed; namely, 
one waggon and two men loading in the yard, another wag- 
gon and two men unloading in the field, and the third 
Waggon and driver going backward and forward.“ 

Wherever waſte earth, mud from ponds, highway dirt, 
aſhes, &c. &c. can be procured, compoſt heaps ſhould not 
be neglected; theſe are beſt calculated for paſture land. 35 

Such a conduct will entitle the farmer to a great produce, 
and keep his land in ”—_ ne but all this will not 42 
without 


1 


Athly. 4 4, ap and ell-thnctintd rotation of Crops. 


This I Wie as the moſt promiſing feature in good 
farming; and if it were generally adopted, a * 
the produce of the land threefold. 

A cuſtom prevails in this county, and indeed in moſt 
others, of ſubjecting a portion of land to continual tillage, 
and of interdicting the plough on all the other; this origi- 
nated from improper conduct on the part of the tenant.— 


. 10 the application of dung, the Fad of b begin at bs 
wrong end: It is almoſt the general practice to manure for the avheat 
crop, whereby the wheat land is made foul, and though there is a great 
2 rar of ftraw, there is but little corn. | | 

How much more beneficial would it be, to apply all the 2 to 


potatoes, turnips, &c. and to the artificial graſſes, making wheat the : 


laſt crop in the courſe? It is alſo uſual to manure the turnip land im- 
mediately before ſowing ; but I have experienced great advantage, and. 
more decided certainty of a crop, by manuring in autumn on the ſtub- 
bles, ploughing the ſame in, on a fleet furrow, and letting i it remain in 
that ſtate during the winter months. 


& ea va 9 * 
. 5 
No ö 


or sonne Tema. „ 


No FRO is the oloteh put into his hand, than his uſes it 
without mercy; harraſſing the land with conſtant crops till 

its fertility is intirely exhauſtec. 

The landlord; alarmed at theſe baneful effets, anda 
to counteract the progreſs by reſtraining clauſes, and theſe 
are indiſcriminately applied both to god and bad farmers; 
and are conſidered by the one as Pe en ns by the 
other as exceedingly grievous. 

Were we to advert to the cd practice of the t te- 
nants, we ſhould be led to juſtify the caution of the land- 
lord; but were we to calculate the loſs yearly incurred by 
ſuch reſtrictions, we ſhould have cauſe to regret that the 
covetouſneſs of the occupier ſhould have rendered neceſſary 
a conduct ſo inimical to the general weal of the kingdom. 

In reſpe& to low meadow land, or very rich paſture, there 
can be but one opinion, viz. that it ſhould ſo remain; but it 
muſt be allowed, that there are in this kingdom large tracts 
of old graſs land, moſſy; hide-bound, and, comparatiyely ſpeak- 
ing, «unproduttive. Land of this deſcription might be greatly 
improved by ploughing; and if the following courſe of crops, 
and mode of manuring, were adopted, would be left, at the 
end of three years, of double the value it was in the ſward, 


ON LIGHT LAND. 


' 1ſt, Peaſe or oats on the ley. | . 
2d. Vetches fed off, and the land manured with lime or 
the ſheepfold, preparatory to turnips. 
3d. Barley and artificial graſs ſeeds, _ 1 
In which, let it remain till the graſſes fail, and the land 
again becomes _ then renew the courſe. 
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; ON HEAVY LAND, 
l Font e ers 
ad. Spring fallow, well manured, and cabbage 
3d. Oats and artificial graſſes. - ; 
Then remain as before, | | | 
The foregoing courſes of cropping cannot N injure 
the land, and by them fallowing is excluded, which (unleſs 
in particular inſtances, ſuch as great e 9 or dearth of 
e 1 do not think „ 


Ithly. ws hho W corn e 3 ereft proper buildings | 


and conveniencies for the ſhelter of the cattle in the winter 
months, thereby inviting ſubſtantial and well-informed farm- 
ern, of mare enlightened countries, to ſettle upon them, ” 


1 have beben Autos the advantages of large view thims; 


buildings, &c. and ſhall, therefore, only add, that nothing 
ſo much contributes to the progreſs of good huſbandry as 
example. One good farmer in a pariſh (particularly if he 
take no pains to make proſelytes) will in a few years con- 


vert all the reſt; the ſuperiority of his crops, the advancing 
fertility of his land, the thriving ſtate of his cattle, the abun- 

dance of manure, all plead daily in favour of his ſyſtem, and 
will, in the end, produce conviction even in the moſt bigoted 


5 5 — 


„ The cultivation of cabbages on heavy land cannot be too ſtrongly 
recommended. It puts the clay land farmer on a level with his neigh- 
bours occupying light land, and as a farther encouragement, I can aſ- 
ſert, from experiments repeatedly made, that taus tons of cabbages are 
equal to three of turnips, that they are leſs'ſubje to injury from froſty 
and that the expences of cultivation, compared with turnips, do not 
exceed five ſhillings per acre. 5 

I know 


- 


Hugo wo method by which general ln can 
ve more promoted, than by diſperſing the farmers of thoſe 

counties, whoſe practices are held in the higheſt eſtimation, 
among thoſe parts of the kingdom on which the light of 
good huſbandry has never ſhone. ' This would introduce. 
into general practice the Turnip Wer Pure n. 
ailtricts, with all its concomitant advantages. 

The ſoil and climate of the county of demede i. be- 
culiarly well adapted to the cultivation of this root; and 
were the paſture lands leſs rich and productive, neceſſity 
would oblige the farmer to have recourſe to this root for 
winter ſubſiſtence. At preſent, the quantity of land de- 
voted to this purpoſe is trifling indeed, and in moſt inſtances 
the hoe is never uſed, nor are EE e with my 
degree of ceconomy.- 

Though the rent of then in he deve Wnt Wh | 
wee wa; be conkaderee high, there are advantages which 

e; theſe are, its rich and produ 


. quality in all ſeaſons, che facility with which it may be 


ploughed, the eaſy acceſs to marl, limeſtone, and coal, good - 
2 of roads, vicinity to markets; and laſtly, the high price 
of produce, The laſt- mentioned advantage is alone ſuf- 
flieient to induce a reſidence; for it frequently happens that 
corn ſells twenty per cent. ee eee | 


7 


Ph, 1 te Sock 1 a 1 ok 7 Males 
and Females for breeding; and be particularly careful 19 
 hooxe a Male handiony in those points wherein the F. wm 
may be deficient. 


In this department of huſbandry; thy Gomes of Somerſe 


2 or SOMBRSETSHIRE, | . 306 1 5 


| | are. very inattentive, though they all Butters that 37 5 


ade Rocking ae portangee. 
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In confirmation/of his, 1 netd only inform my waders, 
that few inſtances can be produced of a bull being fold for 


more than fifteen pounds, or 4 ram for more than five, 
pounds. As to ſtallions, there are but few bred; the mares 


are ſerved by horſes brought every ſpring from the Northern 
counties, and without this croſs . pal ls can. 
temptible indeed... 


It is od ans * my kn. to enter 


upon this article at large; ſaffice it to ſay, that it is a thing 


of great conſequence to the huſbandman; and the only cau- 


tion to be obſerved,” when he introduces an alien flock by 


way of i improvement, is, not to change 7 rich land to 0 


: 8 5 


ae iy n n the Pull of 7 INS 4 encourage the 
e un ef en, e 


ob is fl eric that too creat. a aan, of 


land is-employed, in raiſing food for horſes; and it is alſo 


as certain, that a draught horſe, if well fed and kept in houſe © 
thirty weeks of the year, will conſume twelve quarters of 


corn, and thirty cwt.,of hay, beſide graſs; this may be con- 
| fidered as the produce of four or five acres of land, which, 
under common cultivation, would maintain nearly three 
men. If, therefore, the riches of a country conſiſt in the 


extent of its population, and that population can only be 
advanced by increaſing the means of ſubſiſtence, it follows, 
that every man who keeps an unneceſſary horſe is an enemy 


to (een mri tr * ee . his ns 5 


TM 4 tax. on \ ſtallions at bulls 5 encourage the attentive x Fel 95 


by increaſing his cuſtom, and enlarging his price, and would leſſen the 
number ol Ur- bred and — Jy of each TO . 


* or SOMERSETSHIBE. 


mee canals: would, alſo greatly tend 8 
| | number of horſes and, whereyer the fruatin ag 
admit of them, ſhould be encouraged. - 

To a ſpirit of ſpeculation and gambling the country/is | 
indebted for the canals now cutting; but though the rage 

has ſubſided, yet, I truſt, the probable advantages will in- 

ſpice the preſent adventurers with ſufficient ſpirit nnn, 
0 proſecute their undertaking to its full completion. 

| The county is rich, populous, and abounds with-allthoſe | 
heavy articles of traffick, which will render water convey⸗ 
ance profitable to the ſubſcribers, and beneficial to the public; 
and if the cuts be made of ſmall dimenſions, the coſt will. 
be triflingz the conſumption of land, and the invaſion of 
private property, inſignificant: ſuch a canal could only 10 
conſidered as a large ditch, and might be ſo e as to 
anſwer the Py of OOO 


„ % 


buy. Anend the Publick Roads 6 OE. 


- Nothing 4 much contributts to the improvement of a 
county as good roads; before the eſtabliſhmen 
pikes, many parts of this county were may acceſſible. 
Seyen or eight horſes were neceſſary os | 

loaded with two tons weight, and ſcarcely ever exceeded the 
diſtance of twenty miles a day; now, the ſame number of 
horſes will draw five tons, and travel thirty or forty miles. 
This is an immenſe ſaving of labour, and yet the eſtabliſi- 


J 


In ſome parts of the kingdom road clubs are eſtabliſhed. Theſe 
are very good inſtitutions, and ought to be adopted in every county. 
Rules and orders of ſuch clubs may be ſeen in the appendix to the 
Worceſterſhire report. The reluctance which individuals ſhew to the 
Pony e s th renders ſuch an aſſociation peculiarly neceſſary. 


* 2 ment 


ent of turn” 


8 WE 
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| TVT. ĩ˙çod. walls 


benefit as little credited, as thoſe of canals are now. The 


money collected at the gates was conſidered as a burthen, 
and the publick were for ſome time loaded with an extra 


charge for carriage. This, however, did not laſt long, for | 
in the courſe of a few years, a diminution in the price of 


Before the turnpike-roads were eftabliſhed, 1 was Car- 


| b en here backs to the diſtance of fifteen or twenty 
miles from the collieries; each horſe carried about two hun- 
dred and a half weight. Now one horſe, with a light cart, 


will draw ten hundred weight, or four times more than the 
horſe could carry: ölen ge ee e OT in com- 
petition with this ſaving? 


In reſpect to private "PG I would recommend a wot 
of the law compelling ſtatute e and ain the ſame 


to a compoſition in money. 


Whenever a farmer is called forth to perform ſtatute⸗ 
labour, he goes to it with reluctance, and conſiders it as a 
legal burthen from which he derives no benefit. His ſer- 
vant and his horſes ſeem to partake of the torpor of the 


maſter. The utmoſt exertion of the ſurveyor cannot rouſe 


ee ee e half what it 


ought to be. VI 


"This would not be the caſe, were the farveger to en 
in money the highway tax; he could then employ ſuch 
workmen as would do him juſtice, or, if they were indolent 
oy inſolent, he could diſmiſs them. e we Lf 


_9thly. Encourage 


carriage univerſally took _ and it has W 2117 
from that time to this. 
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 Hthly. Encourage the uſe of ſuch plonghs; and other inflrumenty, 


4g are beſt e to , work and di it del. 


r anin ts 


thouſand acres of tillage in the whole county, and that the 


ſame are ploughed on an average twice ; allowing alſo that 


vrie-third of this is of ſo hilly a nature that a whedl-plough 
cannot be uſed to advantage, there will remain one hundred 
thouſand acres _ of G ng turned wk the double fur- 


re plough. . 
For the ſake o Ci let it 15 al aditiel that | 


three horſes, a man, and a boy, with the common plough | 
of the country, will turn an acre a day, and that the double 


plough with four 1 5 and the ſame number of attendants, 
will turn two acres. The number of acres will of conſe 


quence be plotighes in half the time, and the difference in 
expence cannot exceed two ſhillings per day. Here then 
- might be a ſaving of twenty thouſand pounds per annum 
in this article alone, beſides the ineftimable Advantige of 
expediting work at certain ſeaſolis. „ 


Some may doubt the poſſibility of making the double | 


plough ſo generally uſeful; but I can truly ſay, I have never 
yet found an inſtance where it could not be worked to 


advantage; and it is well known, that, in the various trials 
made under the auſpices of the Bath Society, on lands of 


the moſt difficult nature, the double plough has airays gained 26 


In the couttics of Wilts and Dieſe, wites thris iy 


and powerful horſes are put to a ſingle plough, the ſaving by 
ſuch an inſtrument would be immenſe; and this I can con- 
| firm, by the teſtimony of ſome eminent farmers of the firſt- ' 


named 
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| 
| 
| 
i 
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and in Scotland; and from the accounts I have received, 


anſwer the purpoſe, threſhing | the cor beth well and ex- 
ou: b 596 ae une Ly 


a * 
- 8 , ; 4; Ft 


eu RYEY. 


2 Ls 


named county, who, in conſequence of my 8 
have „ eee ee en 


ro Sow tarly in expoſed and cold fituatims, and be particu- 
OI not to plough or harrow in wet weather. 


The neceſſity of this caution is ſo well known to all prac- 


. rn 


11th, pure Rats 0 2 . 
The ta: of theſe vermin are too Important to 


be overlooked. A ſenſible farmer of my acquaintance thinks, 


that by them and birds a twentieth part of the corn of the 
kingdom is de voured. Corn in barns they have free acceſs 
to, and it is very difficult to keep the mows on ſtadles free 
from them. If they are not brought in from the corn field, 
a ſtick, a rake, a pike, or any other body careleſsly oy” 


againſ the mow, will introduce them. 


Deſtructive, therefore, as they, muſt bez it it e al 


| a to make their N a mn; concern, and Y 


0 "12h. Intraluce Threing Machine 85 
eee 


* 0 Is the firaw * mar to the conſe 


. 


* 


fot 
* P Ei? 
3 8 


or younfhnrinina.. 
the kit el ia e labour in the winter u 


| a ſubſtitute for which, let the farmer houſe. all his cattle, 


drain his wet lands, collect n ie On — 
eee ecupatior hog + 


The — this kingdom, and the confu- 


den eder Uw "wth . that great pains 


have been taken by the houſes of parliament to introduce 

one general ſtandard meaſure, and the acts of the legiſlature 

have been followed up oy 1 molt active 1 270 mp 2 

- magiſtrate, | | 5 „ 
By theſe means, the Wincheſter meaſure is pretty HA: | 

and in reſpect to this county I may add, to the great benefit 


of the eller, and the great loss of the purchaser, The cal- 
culation in reſpect to the comparative price between the old 


and new meaſure, was formed on the difference between 
eight and nine gallons, but this is erroneous; the old mea- 
ſure of the county was not leſs than nine gallons and a half, 


and in ſome inſtances ten gallons, ſo-that the buyer gives ; 


ſeven or eight per cent. more than he ought to give; and I 
humbly think that weight would be a better ſtandard, as the 
drier and pp the corn 5 the heavier it weighs, | „ 


14th. Grant Long 2 


- "All farmers who have ſpirit enough to improve their p28 
eſtates, ſhould have ſome ſecurity for being reimburſed the 
expence. Where a man's tenure is precarious, and ſubje& 
to the whim and caprice of a landlord, little improvement 


can be expected. Upon unimproved farms, ſuch as waſtes, 


commons, &c. newly incloſed, a conſiderable expenditure is 


$ 4 
223 « - 


5 


N 40 n A sb 


bave a leaſe of ade g be years, Wr the rent to ans 

at fixed periods; for inſtance, ſuppoſe the land in its original : 
ſtate to be worth, when incloſed and accompanied with ne- 

| eſſary buildings, five ſhillings per acre; this rent, if the 

tenant is to pay all expences of cultivation, ſhould continue 

ſeven. years; at the expiration, of which time, he ſhould be 

| advanced to ten ſhillings, and at the end of fourteen * 

to fifteen ſhillings per acre. 

Or the following method 1 by pe Se" 10 7 10 

| landlord pay all expences of cultivation, manuring, &c. and 

charge five per cent. on the expenditure, allowing the peri- 


odical advance to be proportionably leſs. At all events, the 


intereſt of the tenant ſhould be better preſerved than at pre- 

ſent; but this is ſo copious a ſuhject, that I muſt forbear 
entering into it, not doubting but it will be ably treated by 
ſome of your numerous correſpondents. 


sth. © Sow more Sainfoin on 97 n lands, init 


all other foils congenial thereto. © 725 
© 16th. Roll all Gram Land mee a year at laſt, AY a 


heavy roller, and abſtain fy N your Arable Land it in 
wet weather, © 


17th. Set all Peace and | hag in lines 2 North to 1 _ 
and hoe them fwice at leaft. - 


nts Due at leaf one quarter part if your Turnip Land 
t the Ruta- Baga or Swed,, 5 Turnip, 


This root will bear the utmoſt ſeverity of apa 5 
will remain ſound when the other turnips are all rotten. 
The ſeed ſhould be ſown the beginning of May, and treated 
in other reſpects like the common turnip. The root does 


not attain the mm but is ae weightier, and conſequently 
more nutritious. 


3 25 8 9 2 3 g . ** gh 8 3 = EN” : n s Ip : 
of son TSH. 3¹3 


"19th, AW ee petit of view this county appears 
from its foil and ſituation to be better adapted to'gra/s than 


arable, it deſerves enquiry, whether ſtock could not profit 
_ ably be kept on graſs land alone, without the aid of winter 
roots. The argument for ploughing ariſes from'a with of 
having ſtra y to make manure, and turnips to ſupport ſtock 

in the winter ſeaſon. But whenever the plough is put into 
the hand of the generality of farmers, the land is from that 
time in a ſtate of degradation, and its value reduced at leaſt 


| 10s, per acre, in compariſon with contiguous graſs land. 


| Graſs, therefore, ſhould be conſidered as the ultimate 
improvement of land in the Weſtern part of the ebunty of 


j : r | . F b 3 
, 2 N 


| CONCLUSION. „ _ 


THIS e madd a raiſe grain ſufficierit for its con- 
ſumption, nor are the climate and foil of many parts thereof 
favourable to corn farming; yet, were all the improvements 
before ſuggeſted to take place, there cannot be a doubt but 
an $I UTI en 
third. 


The advanced rent lieh might be produced by draining 
the marſhes, and by incloſing and cultivating the common 
fields and waſte lands, may, according to the moſt moderate 
calculation, be thus eſtimated : — m 


NN. ton Þ Deſeription. Increaſed Rent, | Total Increaſe. 
Lo 4. 14. £6 R 
30,0 | Marſh lands .. 016.50, | 24,5600, 5.1} 
20, 00 Common field | % 0- | 5,009 3 
| 65,000 ] Uncultivated | o 35 — per an. 


+ ay — : 43-739 


* 


0 


dt eie os induſtey which publick engom 


314 acrtoutTufai su-ͥVãlau 


To which may be added, a capacity of improvement in 
the arable and paſture lands inclgſad, of at leaſt five ſhillings 
per acre, amounting to more than 213, oool. per annum, 
whieh.nareeſed vent, ot thirty. years purchaſe, would exceed | 
fix millions, | 

J ee een of 
agement would 
"excite, would add greatly to the capital of the nation, and 
be much more valuable than any foreign conqueſt of treble 
the amount. Would to God that nations would learn 
wiſdom, and inſtead of coveting diſtant territory, en. 
CORO whit ee e ps 


IT now only remains for me to apologize to the honour- 
able eee eee way in which 
| The various publick as well as n bulinels, in which 

I was engaged prior to my undertaking this ſurvey, could 
not be diſpenſed with; I have, therefore, only had it in my 
power to ſnatch an occaſional hour from other numerous 
avocations. Had not my general knowledge of the county, 
and particularly of the Northern and Middle diſtricts, ena- 
bled me to write on its practices without a perſonal ſurvey, 
I muſt have declined the undertaking. Asitis, I have felt, 
and ſtill feel, a conſiderable portion of regret that I did not 
reſign the appointment, as the Board might have then ſe- 
; 45 47 "MBE ne but of 
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Wich  fincere wiſh that the eflablithment of us Antal 


J 


or $0MERSETSHIRE, 


* * 4 

* 

* 

Fa 2 
1 - 
4 

* 

„ 


* 
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tural Board may be attended with all thoſe happy conſe- 
quences, which its moſt ſanguine ſupporters can defire, 


+ | Their moſt humble ſervant, 5 


Almwick-Grove, On. 4th, 1794. 


J. BILLINGSLEY. 


„* 
% 
* 
«nf 1 
* 
* 
% „ 
* * - 
oy * 2 
* * * 
* 7 
* * # 8 * * « 
5 * 
* 
” 
OY * ** 
A TIT 4 
- * # 
B 
+ 
1 
— 
4 


a ir ee et eee Td eat APA SEO co +, 


DI ———————— ̃ ˙ , Ws Pg A OHA AER rn > 


Wo 


II 44 


* 


_—_— 


—— — . 


9 
+ 8 
# Fad 
» 3 
o 
= 
* 
" Bo” 
f: 


* ROY N CHO * 
4 3 N * Op 26 x = 
4 OE 3 To 
i * ho 
4 . 
- 
* * $8 22 * '# 5 þ 
| 5 + / 
* 
o 
* * * 
5 * 9 
* 8 5 . 1 
£ * # 
1 5 
, 
4 
fo 
# 
? 
8 
* 
* 
* 
4 
ol 
- 
7 
I *s 
& . 
fo 


. 


ERRATA. 


Page 16, line 6, for Wirton read Weſton. 
—ů—r 60, L 95 f. qualify . qualitying. 


12, I. 18, f. thirteen crut. r. one hundred crut. ow quarters. 
— 202, I. 3 from the bottom, f. irregation r. irrigation. 

——_ 216, I. 6, f. 1. 45. r. 4. 

— 2 ga, 1. 3 from the bottom, f. becauze r. become. 

—— 252, I. 8 from the bottom, . WN diftinguiſh. 
OM 1. 9, f. o r. of 5 7 
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| HYDROSTATICK: or CAISSON-LOCK, - 
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On the donnert Eokr:Canar near Coeur kur, "i : 
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A many impediments ariſe in 
Hiri, From a want of water to ſupply. locks in dry * 
| ſeaſons and elevated ſituations... ET 
_ 2dhy. In'cro | y exper „ 
34h. Tunneling through. hills and high grounds; , 7 
And 4thly, The great delay 
locks where the unevennels of the: 
vourable for catialsz ;; 
R. Wr Don, after bai devoted many years ſtudy and 
ble labour to e theſe difficulties, and to accom- 
pin this great 
of his Hydroſtatick or ; Caiffon Lock. 
The drawing annexed preſents aT 
2 or contrivance b which the conveyance is to be 
effected, e indie of en or pound, in whieh it 
is immer. Fg 
A. conſiſts of a trunk or caiſſon made of wood, and of 
| Gimenſions equal to the reception of a commend} ven on 


: d F * 
« 4 x . } 


* » k 4 7 wn * 7 57 ® 
q 55 bi "> . & 3 e 
by 3 7 ES „ e 
y | ; iy 
3 P 4 
a 3 5 8 p * 


- 
C2 
* 
5 * 
8 
* 
i 


7 


purpoſe, or by diſcharging a ſimilar quantity through ano- 


os 5 


"46 1 


ZOE n ench e 
door - way, which the boat, &c. is to be floated through into 
or out of the caiſſon, and being received therein, and the 
door then ſhut, with a given quantity of water to float the 
boat, and counterpoiſe the caiſſon, ſo as to make it the ſame 
ſpecifick gravity with the water in which it is immerſed; it 


may then be eaſily raiſed or lowered at pleaſure, either by 
_ deſtroying the equilibrium, by admitting a ſmall quantity 


of water into the caiſſon through a valve conſtructed for that 


ther valve, or by chains and rollers, as in the drawing an- 


nexed, from one level to another, and the boat be floated 


from the caiſſon into the canal; the water in the caiſſon arid 
n l e ns oped wht the con- 
veyance is effected, 

B, lene fide the bottom, ad i PR YAY 
ciſtern in which the caiſſon is immerſed, which is built of 
free-ſtone, and of the following dimenſions, viz. from the 
foundation to the top of the wall ſixty-ſix feet, length from 
out to out eighty- eight feet, width in the middle twenty 
feet, ditto at each end eleven feet and half, and the perpen- 
dicular height from the ſurface of the lower canal to that of 


the upper canal forty-ſix ſeet. 


C. The door at each end of the cxiflon, which fins ine 


uy rabbet, the frame projecting about three inches beyond 
the door when ſnut. 


D. eee e ; 


municating with the upper and lower canal, with a ſliding 


door or gate, which are counterpaiſed like a common ſaſh, 


and wound up by wheel and pinion, to receive the end of 
the caiſſon, to which it. een n 


n. v7 ab, 


1 ] 


eee ie devon tn. wits att. 
A'S ſuperintendance of this great work ſince the commence- 


ment of it, he hopes will be a ſufficient excuſe for not 

having the whole hiſtory of it ready for the preſs, but flat» 
ters himſelf to have it complete to lay before the publick 
(with engravings and references to every part diſtin, and 
Carefully copied from the original drawings after n * 
RD machine is ha 1 ina oY months.” 
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Extract from an Account of a Prouiſton made upon an 
4 ofure, for Supplying the Poor with Tuel. nes, 
ee by roma Parar, ch 5 


UPON the ineloſure af the ee of Little-Dunham, 


5 in Norfolk, in the year 1794, being Lord of the Manor, I 


got a clauſe inſerted, directing the Commiſſioners to ſet out 
a parcel of land to be called the Poor's Eſlate, to be veſted 
in the lord of the manor, rector, churchwardens, and over- 
ſeers of the poor for the time being, and to be let by them 


for twenty-one years on leaſe; the rents and profits to be 


laid out by them in fuel, to he delivered at the cottages of 
the poor, in 838 rope as the truſtees ſhould think 
proper. 


| were very great before it took place; the moment they ſaw 
the land incloſed, and let as the poor's ęſtate for twenty-one 
years by auction, at the rate of 50l. a year, (although only 


eſtimated by the Commiſſioners at 20l. a year) they were 
highly gratified; and have indeed great reaſon to rejoice, as 
they will now be moſt amply ſupplied with that great com- 


Although the prej es of the poor, againſt the inclolure, | 


40 1 


fort of life. "This vas is ident, that foms neighbouring 
indofures have followed the example, and it appears to me 


ee e e ſuch Gn een ns | 
known. 5 


The firſt ides was to fel 4 lad, and place the money 


in the publick funds, in order to produce a larger income; 


but 1 found that was not underſtood by the poor: they ſaid 
they might at any time be deprived of the money, and they 
had no intereſt in the land incloſed; whereas, in the mode 
purſued, they conſidered themſelves as having a permanent 
and improveable eſtate, which their children · would inherit. 


Theſe prejudices are valuable; as in their conſequences ** 


produce, if attended to, induſtry and content. 


| 4A have had occaſion to obſerve, as to fuel, which is cer- 


tainly an important article to the poor, that where there are 


commons, the ideal advantage of cutting flags, peat, or 


whins, often cauſes a poor man to ſpend more time after 
ſuch fuel, than, if he reckoned his labour, would purchaſe 
m hin double one e or oY TOS WY 


5 


